
 

 

START: READ 1 Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 
 
 

Complex 
Storybook 

Violet the Pilot, Steve Breen 

Goals for Read 1 Push In and Connect Key Events 
 Push-In Story Problem and Target Vocabulary 

 

Read 1: STATE 

STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Violet the Pilot and the author, or 
the person who wrote the story, is Steve Breen.  

STATE:  Purpose of Read 1. “I’m looking at the cover of this book and noticing that the pilot, who is a young female named 
Violet, is driving a type of transportation. It looks similar to an airplane because it has a propeller, wings, and an engine. I’m 
wondering how Violet became a pilot. Let’s read and find out how she became the pilot of this unusual flying machine.” 

 
 

Read 1: TEACH 

 

TEACH:   Push-in story problem that’s connected to the story purpose by using the think-aloud strategy (I wonder, I 
noticed, I was thinking….).   
Page 15-16  
Story Problem: Violet had a special interest in creating machines and building things. This made her different from the 



 

 

other kids her age. Since she was different (dressed different, always reading books about inventions, had different 
interests) other kids tease (or make fun of) her. 

TEACH:  Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem. 

Page 
# 

Events Page 
# 

Explanation/ Previous Event 

1-2 Violet lived in a house next to a junkyard where 
she spent most of her time playing with tools 

 
Explain: Violet was unique, or special, because she 
lived next to a junkyard. Living next to a junkyard is 
not where most people live.  
She was also unique because she played with tools 
instead of playing with dolls and tea sets. She is 
different from other girls her age. 

3-4 Violet spent most of her time, as a little girl, 
playing alone with things from the junkyard.  

 I’m thinking… Violet didn’t live near other kids so she 
got used to only being with her dog and playing by 
herself. It’s good that she found something that she 
was interested in. But I don’t think it was good that 
she didn’t have friends to play with. It’s important to 
have friends. 

5-6 When Violet was older she got even better at 
building machines from junk parts.  

 Violet was determined to keep working on her 
special talent.  She became an expert at building 
elaborate machines that really worked and had lots 
of parts. She got really good at it. 

12 Violet used everything she could find to make 
interesting contraptions (machines).  

7-12 Notice all the things Violet used to build this flying 
machine- an old wagon, an old fan for a propeller, a 
trashcan, old boxes, a baseball bat. She was very 
resourceful! She used what she had. 



 

 

15-16 When Violet became a teenager, kids made fun of 
her at school because she read strange books and 
wore old clothes. 

1-3 Notice how Violet is still hanging out by herself, just 
like she did when she was little. Now she is eating 
lunch alone and reading books. She is probably 
reading a book about airplanes or other machines!  
 
Most kids her age eat with their friends. She was still 
different or unique compared to other kids her age.  
 
I’m thinking that Violet tried to ignore, or not pay 
attention to, the kids who were teasing her and 
saying mean things. She keeps doing what she likes. 
But I also think she may be sad because they are 
teasing her.  

17-18 Violet noticed a poster about an Air Show that 
was happening in 2 weeks. Violet decided to be in 
the air show.  

 Violet thought that being in the air show would be a 
way to get people to see how great she was at 
building and flying her own aircraft or flying 
machine. Violet became determined to win the blue 
ribbon, but I think, what she really wanted was for 
people to like her for who she was. She wanted 
friends that were nice to her. 
 

19-20 Violet collected materials and started building the 
aircraft that she would fly in the air show. 

 Even though other kids teased (or made fun of) her, 
Violet was determined to finish her project. She did 
not give up or let what other people said stop her 
from doing what she loved. 

21-22 Violet completed her flying machine and named it 
The Hornet. 

15-16, 
19-20 

Remember how the kids made fun of her at school (p. 
15-16) and how these boys (p. 19-20) laughed at her 



 

 

when she said she was building an airplane? She did 
not let this problem stop her from doing what she 
loved.  
Violet was so determined and believed in herself so 
she was able to build an amazing flying machine all 
by herself!  She accomplished something great 
because she worked hard and never gave up.  

31-32 Violet drops the scouts off at the hospital and 
realizes she has missed the air show.  

 Violet had done what she knew was right when she 
rescued, or saved, the scouts. But it caused her to 
miss the show and not win the blue ribbon. She gave 
up something she wanted to help people who were 
in danger.  

35-36 Violet was given the medal of valor for being so 
brave and rescuing the people who were in 
danger. 

 Violet ended up being a hero in her community. 
Because Violet had this unique skill of building and 
flying aircraft she was able to rescue and save lives. 
She was finally appreciated for what made her 
unique!  

37 Violet continued to spend a lot of her time 
working on flying machines. She became a 
success.  

 Notice how Violet’s picture is on the cover of a 
famous magazine called Popular Science. Because 
she had worked so hard and was so determined to 
reach her goal, she became known and liked by many 
people because of her unique talent. 

TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page 
# 

Point  Act Tell  

1-2 Violet 
Junkyard 

 Odd- unusual, different  



 

 

Junkyard- a place where junk is collected 
before being sold 
(addition)Unique-different from others in a 
way that makes somebody or something 
special 

3-4 dog, Orville 
things from the junkyard 

 Mechanical- good at understanding machines 
and how to build them 
Reassemble- put back together 
 

5-6 elaborate machine  
 

Elaborate- having lots of parts; complicated 
Scratch- start with nothing that is already 
prepared; use just only what you have (e.g., 
Violet didn’t have directions or store-bought 
kits with parts, she had to use just things in the 
junkyard 

7-8 Parents Worried Contraption- Machine 

13-14 Trees, Bugs in her teeth  Engineering- to operate an engine 

15-16   Obnoxious- unpleasant, not kind 

17-18 Poster, drugstore window 
Blue Ribbon 

 Aircraft- any type of flying transportation 

19-20 Mulrooney twins Combing- act out looking 
through things 
Mumbled 
Exploded with laughter 

 

21-22 
 

 Magnificent – wonderful, very good 



 

 

24-25 
 

Bursting with excitement Calculated- figured out using numbers 

26-27 River, Boy Scouts Waving frantically, 
lowered 

“Caught Violet’s eye”- got her attention 
(addition) Danger- The scouts are in danger. 
They could get hurt.  

28-29 Violet, The Hornet, scoutmaster  Piloted- drove 
Dangerous- not safe 
 

31-32  Checked her watch 
Said sadly 
Sighed 

Grateful- thankful 
Miserable – very sad, awful 

33-34 Crowd of people Shouted jubilantly No appetite- not hungry 
Hero- a person who is well-liked because they 
have done great things to help others  

35-36 Van Winkles, mayor, fire and police 
chief, medal, collar with a license  

Squinted Praise- say nice things about someone 
Gratitude- show how thankful you are 
Valor- brave; not afraid 

37   Popular- well-liked and known by a lot of 
people; to have lots of friends; when a lot of 
people know who you are because of the good 
things you did 

 
 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story: unique, determined, teased, different 
Words underlined are words necessary to comprehend the story. 
 



 

 

Read 1: ASK 

 

Read 1: RESPOND 

 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 
 Use correct syntax. 
 Model rich vocabulary. 
 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 
 

 

 

 

ASK:  How did Violet become a pilot? How was she able to build a flying machine? 
 
Possible Answers:  
 She spent most of her time building and inventing flying machines. 
 She practiced and practiced building and flying machines. 
 She was determined- she kept working at something that was important to her, even if other people made fun of 

her. 
 



 

 

Read 1: TIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TIE:  
 Summarize main idea: When you believe in yourself and when you are determined, you can do something really 

important. 

Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story. 



 

 

START: READ 2 Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 
Complex 
Storybook 

Title and Author: Violet the Pilot by Steve Breen 

Goals for Read 2 Push In and Connect Characters’ Feelings with Key Events 
 Push-In Story Problem and Target Vocabulary 

 

Read 2: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Violet the Pilot and the author, or the 
person who wrote the story, is Steve Breen.  

STATE:  Story Problem. Violet had a special interest in creating machines and building things. This made her different from the 
other kids her age. Since she was different (dressed different, always reading books about inventions, had different interests) other 
kids tease (or make fun of) her. 
STATE: Purpose of Read 2. After we read this story the first time, I was thinking about something. I was wondering how Violet 
was feeling when other kids teased (or made fun of) her? Let’s read this book again and think about how Violet was feeling and why 
did she felt the way she did. 

 

Read 2: TEACH 
TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem. 

Page 
# 

Events Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

1-2 Violet lived in a house next to a 
junkyard where she spent most of her 
time playing with tools 

I’m thinking that Violet seems pretty content (happy) because she is getting to 
play with things that are interesting to her. She seems to enjoy being alone. She 



 

 

doesn’t seem worried that she doesn’t do what other girls her age do. She is 
probably happy with who she is. 

3-4 Violet spent most of her time, as a 
little girl, playing alone with things 
from the junkyard.  

I wonder if Violet ever gets lonely. Maybe there aren’t many kids who are 
interested in machines like she is. I wish she could meet some other kids like her 
so she could have some friends. 

5-6 When Violet was older she got even 
better at building machines from junk 
parts.  

I bet Violet is feeling pretty confident – she feels good about herself and being 
able to build and fly aircraft. That’s pretty amazing that a kid her age has such a 
talent. She should feel really proud of herself for working so hard. I still worry that 
she is lonely for friends. 

7-12 Violet used everything she could find 
to make interesting contraptions 
(machines).  

Violet must feel really proud of herself. She has created all these flying machines 
all by herself. You can tell she must also feel brave and not afraid to try new things 
on her own. She must feel really smart and confident about being so mechanical.  

15-16 When Violet became a teenager kids 
made fun of her at school because she 
read strange books and wore old 
clothes. 

Look at Violet’s face, she looks sad. I’m thinking she is sad because other kids are 
teasing her. I think she is just pretending not to be upset and acting like she 
doesn’t mind being alone all the time. But maybe she really feels left out and 
lonely. 

17-18 Violet noticed a poster about an Air 
Show that was happening in 2 weeks. 
Violet decided to be in the air show.  

Violet must be thinking, “Here is my chance to get people to notice me and pay 
attention to the good things that I can do. If I win this blue ribbon, then people will 
see that I am good at something! Then maybe the other kids will be my friends 
instead of teasing me.” 

19-20 Violet collected materials and started 
building the aircraft that she would 
fly in the air show. 

I can tell that Violet feels determined to win the blue ribbon for the best flying 
machine. Look how hard she is working! She is using all of her spare time to work 
on her aircraft that she will fly in the air show. 

21-22 Violet completed her flying machine 
and named it The Hornet. 

Look at the expression on Violet’s face. I can tell she must be proud of what she 
has worked so hard to build. I think she is feeling confident about winning the 
prize. 

25-26 Violet was on her way to the air show Violet was feeling so confident about being in the air show. She must be thinking 
to herself, “I did it! I built this magnificent aircraft all by myself!  People will see 



 

 

that I am a success even though I am different. I will make friends with people who 
like me because I am good at building and flying machines! 

27-28 On the way to the air show Violet ran 
into some boy scouts that were in 
danger. She stopped to rescue them. 

Even though Violet was so focused on getting to the air show and winning the blue 
ribbon she couldn’t ignore the people who were in danger. She was probably 
thinking, “I have to do something. These people need help. If I don’t help them 
they could drown or get hurt. It is more important to help people than it is to win 
that blue ribbon.” 

29-30 Violet realized that she had missed 
the air show. 

She must feel so disappointed. She’s probably thinking, “Oh no, I’ve missed my 
chance to win the blue ribbon, now no one will ever like me. People will just keep 
thinking that I am too different and can’t make friends.” Poor Violet, she is feeling 
so miserable –really, really sad. 

36-37 Violet was given the medal of valor 
for being so brave and rescuing the 
people who were in danger. 

Look at Violet’s face. She looks so proud of herself. She’s probably thinking, 
“Finally, people notice and appreciate my talent.” Look at the expressions on 
everyone’s faces. They are probably thinking, “This girl is amazing. She piloted a 
plane she built and then she used her talent to save people’s lives! Wow! I want to 
get to know her!” 

38-39 Violet continued to spend a lot of her 
time working on flying machines. She 
became a success; she did a skill well. 
Her picture was on the cover of 
Popular Science magazine. 

Violet probably feels grateful because she got two important things she wanted. 
She got noticed for her unique talent or skill, plus she probably made lots of 
friends. 

 
TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 

Point  Act Tell   
 content 

 
 lonely 

  
confident 



 

 

  Proud, confident, lonely 
 

 Proud, brave, confident 
 

 determined 
 

 Disappointed, miserable 
 

 Proud  
 

 Grateful, Pleased 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to feelings in the story: content, lonely, confident, proud 

 
 

Read 2: ASK 
ASK:   
How did Violet feel when other kids teased her? Why did she feel this way? 
 
Possible Answers:  
 Left out, a little sad, but she didn’t let what others said keep her from doing what she thought was important. 
 Lonely, but didn’t know how to get along with other kids because she had always played alone and just focused on building 

flying machines. 
 Confused because she wanted to spend time working on machines, but she also wanted to be noticed and liked by other 

people. She wanted to be popular because she was smart, and had a special talent, not because she was like everyone else. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Read 2: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 
 Use correct syntax. 
 Model rich vocabulary. 
 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 

Read 2: TIE 
TIE:  

 Summarize main idea: When you believe in yourself and when you are determined, you can do something really important. 
 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.  

 
 


