
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Plant a Kiss
Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to come together/juntar 
Greet/saludar (sah-loo-dahr): to say hello/decir hola
Bliss/dicha (dee-chah): so much happiness/mucha felicidad
Belief/creencia (kreh-ehn-syah): an idea that we believe to be true/idea o pensamiento que creemos es cierto  
Everywhere/en todas partes (ehn toh-dahs pahr-tehs): all over the place/en todas partes
Plant/plantar o sembrar (plahn-tahr  o  sehm-brahr): to put in the ground so it can grow/poner una semilla en la tierra para que pueda crecer

Se Amable Be Kind
Invite/invitar (een-bee-tahr): when we ask someone to do something with us/cuando queremos que alguien nos acompañe en algo 
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/dar nuestras cosas a otros
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien
Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay): to be helpful, gentle, and nice to others/ser útil, gentil y amable con los demás

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Ask families to send in photos of the child’s loved ones and put them on the wall. Invite children to blow kisses and send love to their family and friends as they 
look at the pictures.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Math:

Count the kisses: Using number 
cards and a puppet, have the 

puppet hold up a number card 1-5. 
Have the puppet tell the children 
to blow this many kisses. Tell the 
children what the number is and 
count for them as they blow the 

kisses.

Morning Meeting/
Emergent Writing:

Let’s plant kindness: Make a 
shared and illustrated list of 
small and big ways to spread 

love and joy.

Social Emotional:

When you come to the carpet, 
be ready to share one thing 

that each child has done to show 
kindness to others. Thank them 

for being kind.

Art:

Draw or paint a picture of 
someone you love and care 
about or paint something to 
give to someone you care 

about.

Science:

Invite the students go outside 
to plant a kiss, water it, and give it 

sunshine.

Make a kissing plant; use real grass 
seeds.

Write what they believe will happen!

Observe across weeks and 
draw and date your 

observations!

Family Connection:

Create a family book with your 
children. Use the book to say, “We 

have gathered pictures of many people 
who love you in this book.”

Invite them to say “I kiss (name of 
person in photo)” as they give or blow 

a kiss to the picture.

Plant a Kiss
by Amy Krouse Rosenthal

&
Se Amable Be Kind
by Livia Lemgruber 


