
Second START Read

During the second START read, you focus on the character’s thoughts and feelings about key events.

Inferring Thoughts and Feelings

How characters think and feel about key events is not always explicitly stated, but rather implied. During the second 
read, you can model for children how to make inferences while you think aloud about characters’ thoughts and
feelings. Here is an example from The Lion and The Little Red Bird:

Key event: The lion saves the bird from the storm.
Inference about thoughts and feelings: The lion is grateful to the bird for helping him, and loves the little bird.

TIPS for the second START read:

State: Make sure to think specifically about characters’ thoughts and feelings as you develop your purpose statement.

Teach: Before the read, write on sticky notes that will help you remember what to push-in during Teach.

Ask: Make sure your why question will help you pull-out both target vocabulary and characters’ thoughts and feelings.

Respond: Pull out what you pushed in, acknowledge children’s responses and build on their statements.

Tie: Your Tie activity should relate to the main idea of the story and provide an opportunity to pullout information 
about characters’ thoughts and feelings and target vocabulary.


