
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story:  

Friends help each other- from Daniel Tiger 
Friends help each other-Yes, they do, it's true 

Friends help each other-Yes, they do 
Friends help each other-Yes, they do 

Even if you can do it by yourself 
It's much more fun when a friend can help 

Friends help each other- Yes they do, it's true 

Story Title:  Strictly No Elephants 
                                                                                     

Author: Lisa Mantchev 
 

Possible Inquiry Question: What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?  
Possible themes: friends, community, kindness 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: 
This sign that says “Strictly No 
Elephants” means there is NO WAY 
elephants can come in this place. 
Everyone else can come in except 
elephants. Let’s read and find out why 
this sign is on the door and what 
happens to this little boy and his pet 
elephant. 

Purpose of Read: 
I would feel so upset if I were this 
little boy and saw that my pet 
elephant was not welcome at the pet 
club. I wonder how he felt after he 
read this sign. Let’s think about that 
when we read this story again. 

Purpose of Read: 
I wonder why the little boy changed 
the sign on the door of the new pet 
club. Let’s think about that as we talk 
about this story. 

Main Idea: A true friend helps make you feel welcome just the way you are. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

1 tiny elephant  fit in – not welcome because you are different 

3-4 elephant  thoughtful- to think a lot about something 

5-6  he, cracks lift Cracks- lines where something is broken 

7-8   Coax- try to get someone to do something 
Strictly- must follow the rule; no exceptions 

9-10   Brave- not afraid even when things may be scary 

 
13-14 

girl, skunk  Allow- to let happen 
Mention- to say 

15-16 he/skunk, I/boy  Agree- to think the same way 

17-18  come along  Certain- to make sure 



 

21-22 new friend, all   

23-24 
 paint Spoil-sport- a person that makes things not fun for 

other people 
 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. welcome- to make someone feel you are happy to see them 
2. include- to make someone or someone part of a group 
3. unique- special; one of a kind; not like anything else.  
4. common- what most people do; happens a lot; the same as everyone else 



 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

1 

It’s common to have either 
dogs, cats, birds, or fish for 
pets. That’s what most 
people have. I guess it’s 
not common to have an 
elephant for a pet. 
I think it’s great the little 
boy has chosen to be 
different. 

1 

This little boy must feel worried 
that since his tiny elephant is 
unique from other pets he won’t 
get to do things that common pets 
do. 

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening 
here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 6-7 
Pg. 10-11 
Pg. 14-15 
Pg. 16-17 
Pg. 22-23 
Pg. 26-27 
Pg. 28-30 

 
2-3 

Notice each child has a 
common pet except for 
the little boy (point to boy 
in window) who has an 
elephant for a pet. 
Having an elephant for a 
pet makes the boy unique.  
He is unique because he 
chooses to be different in 
a good way. 

2-3 
The boy must realize that everyone 
else has a common pet except him. 
His pet is not like everyone else’s. 

4-5 

This little boy takes good 
care of his pet elephant. 
He takes him for walks 
every day even in the rain 
or even if the elephant is 
slow. 

4-5 

The elephant must feel very 
thankful when the boy takes him 
for a walk every day, even in the 
rain. 

6-7 

When something is hard or 
scary for the elephant, the 
little boy helps him. That’s 
what a true friend does, 
helps you when you are 
having a hard time. 

6-7 

The tiny elephant probably feels 
afraid to walk over the cracks in 
the sidewalk. I’m sure he feels so 
cared for when the boy lifts him 
over the cracks, even though he is 
really heavy. 

8-9 

Number 17 is the house 
number that tells where 
the pet club is going to be. 
It looks like the other 
children are also on their 
way to the pet club with 
dogs and a cat. They have 
common pets. 

8 

Look how the boy is having his pet 
elephant look in the mirror. He 
wants him to feel proud of who he 
is. The boy feels proud of the 
elephant just the way he is. He is 
probably thankful that he has a pet 
who is unique. 

10-11 

The little boy is having to 
help his elephant get to 
the door because the 
elephant really doesn’t 

10-
11 

The elephant looks like he is not 
ready to go inside the pet club. 
Maybe he feels scared or nervous 
because he is different from the 



 

want to inside the pet club 
house. But he finally gets 
him to the door. 

other pets. He is afraid of not being 
included. That makes me sad when 
I see anyone not being included 
because they are different. 
(P. 11) Notice the little boy’s face 
when he reads the sign. He looks 
so upset.  

12-13 

This time the elephant 
walks over the cracks even 
though it is scary for him. 
He is being brave, (not so 
afraid), because he knows 
the boy is sad and doesn’t 
feel like lifting him.  

12-
13 

The boy must feel so disappointed. 
He must be thinking, “I felt so 
proud to take my tiny elephant to 
the pet club. I wanted him to feel 
welcome, and know that everyone 
was glad to meet him, even though 
he was different from the other 
pets”. 

14-15 

It’s pouring down rain and 
the boy and his pet 
elephant are having to 
walk all the way back 
home because the 
elephant was not welcome 
at the pet club. The other 
children didn’t want to 
include the elephant. They 
didn’t want him to be part 
of the club because he was 
different. Notice this little 
girl sitting here with her 
pet. I wonder if the 
children didn’t want to 
include her pet either. 

14-
15 

I feel so sad for the boy and the 
elephant. They must feel left out 
since they were not welcome at 
the pet club.  

16-17 

The boy and the girl realize 
it is a problem, that their 
unique pets are not 
included because they are 
different. 

18-
19 

Look how excited the girl and the 
boy look about starting their own 
pet club. They must be thinking, 
“This is a great idea! We will 
include all varieties of pets. No one 
will feel left out because they look 
or speak differently. Everyone will 
feel welcome. That’s the way 
friends should treat each other.” 

20-21 
The tiny elephant is a slow 
walker, but the boy waits 
for him and makes sure his 

20-
21 

The elephant must feel thankful 
because his friend waits on him 

 



 

friend doesn’t get behind. 
The boy is a true friend. 

even though he is slow sometimes. 
He feels loved just the way he is.  

22-23 

It makes me happy to see 
the variety (the different 
kinds) of pets who are on 
their way to the new pet 
club. The new pet club 
everyone is welcome 
(others are happy to see 
them). I like places where 
different kinds of people 
are welcome. 

24-
25 

The children must feel such joy 
because all varieties of pets will be 
welcome at the new pet club. They 
must be thinking, “Everyone will 
learn interesting things from so 
many different kinds of pets!” 

 

24-25 

Notice the variety of pets 
who will be included in the 
new pet club. They are not 
common kinds of pets. I 
see a giraffe, a penguin, 
and a porcupine. 
Remember the other club 
only welcomed common 
pets like dogs, cats, birds, 
and fish. 

26-
27 

The boy who is painting the sign 
must feel so proud that he has 
helped create a place where 
everyone is welcome. He knows 
what it means to be a true friend 
with his elephant and everyone 
else. 

 

26-27 

The little boy is painting a 
new message on the sign 
that hangs on the door. All 
are welcome at this pet 
club. Everyone is welcome 
and will be liked and cared 
for just the way they are.  

28-
29 

Everyone must feel safe and cared 
for at this pet club. Everyone is 
included and treated with 
kindness. No one is left out. 

 

28-29 

Notice how there is space 
for children and their pets 
to play inside or outside. 
The boy and the girl have 
found a space where 
everyone can feel 
welcome and included. 
And there is a friendly 
elephant in case someone 
needs help. 

30 

The girl at the door has probably 
changed her mind. She must be 
thinking, “Now I understand why 
different kinds of pets and friends 
should be included in a place. We 
can learn from each other- how to 
talk and eat in different ways, and 
how to share what we have.” 

 

30 
Notice, the girl at the door 
is the same girl that did not 
want to include elephants 

  
 



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why was there a sign on 
the first pet club that said, 
“Strictly No Elephants? 

How did the little boy feel 
after he read the sign on 
the door? (show illustration 
on page 11) 

Why did the little boy paint 
a sign that said, All are 
Welcome? (show illustration 
page 28) 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 
• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea 
 
A true friend helps make you feel welcome just the way you are. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play:  

• Create your own pet club complete with stuffed animals to act out the story.  
• Talk about being a Veterinarian and have supplies for children to use to take care of 

pets. Encourage children saying,  "Imagine you are a vet and take care of (stuffed) 
animals." 

Writing Center- Art and Language Experience Approach: 
• Draw a picture of a special pet or friend and share why they are special (teacher writes 

down children's words) 
Morning Meeting:  

• Create a list of ways we can welcome our friends at school (shared writing). On another 
day, practice making disappointed faces in the mirror. He was disappointed when he 
saw the sign “strictly no elephants.” When did you feel disappointed? Why? 

 

at the other pet club 
(connect back to page 12).  
Maybe now she sees how 
important it is to include a 
variety of pets, not just 
certain kinds. People or 
pets should not be left out 
because they are different. 



 

  

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 

Campus. 

• Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

• When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

• Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
(see Focus Word Visuals) 
 

• How do you say these focus words in the home language?  

Welcome/bienvenido  
(be-N-ven-ee-doh) -to make someone feel you are glad they are with you 

include/ incluir (in-clue-ear) – to make someone or something part of a group  
unique/único (EW-nee-ko) -special; one of a kind; not like anything else   
common/común (com-oon) - what most people do; happens a lot; the same as everyone else  

• Props: stuffed animals, sign saying ‘strictly no _______’. 



 

 


