
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Teaching Morphology 

Morphology Lesson Plan 

Lesson Component Example 

Teacher pronounces morpheme, students repeat. 

Teacher: Our morpheme today is re-. 
What’s the morpheme? 

Students: “re-” 

Teacher spells the morpheme, students write. 

Teacher: Re- is spelled R-E. It means again. Write re 
and its meaning. 

Students: Write in a notebook, personal dictionary, or 
in the air 

Teacher discusses location of morpheme in word. 
Teacher: Re is a prefix. Where do we find prefixes? 

Students: at the beginning of a word. 

Together, read and break down target words, 
underline morphemes. 

Teacher: Look at these two words: reprint and 
reclaim. Read them with me. 

Students: reprint, reclaim 

Teacher: Re means again. So REPRINT means print 
again and RECLAIM means claim again. 

Teacher: Write these words in your 
dictionary/lexicon. Circle Re. 

Application Activities (see below) 
Be sure to provide plenty of time for students to 
practice working with the target morpheme using 
some of the examples below. 

Morphemes are the smallest meaningful units of words. Understanding morphology supports vocabulary 
knowledge and, therefore, reading comprehension. 
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Teaching Morphology 

Additional Activities 

Read Connected Text 
When possible, have students practice reading words with target morphemes in context. 

1. Students highlight/underline words with the target morpheme. 

2. Discuss the meaning of these words as a class. 

3. Read the passage as a group (ex: choral, echo, partner reading, etc.) 

Sarah was having a bad day. She felt unhappy and unlucky. She felt her teacher had treated her unfairly. Because 
she was so upset, her mood was unpleasant, and she was unkind to her friends. 

Solve or Write Riddles 
Students guess a word or give clues so their classmates can guess a word. 

I’m thinking of a word with the prefix un- that means not happy. 

I’m thinking of a word with the prefix un- that means not able. 

Scrambled Morphemes 
Students put morphemes together to make a word and use their knowledge of the 
morphemes to determine the words meaning. 

Skill + un + ed 

Ment + employ + un 

Un + ly + friend 

Generate Words 
Students list words with the targeted affix or root. 

unhappy 

untidy 

uncertain 
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Analysis Chart 

Word Syllables Morphemes Meaning 
unhealthy 3 3 not healthy 

unkind 2 2 not kind 
unaware 3 2 not aware 

ungrateful 3 3 not full of gratitude 

Word Sort 
Students sort words by meaning or spelling. 

Not Undo 
unusual unwrap 

unable unhitch 
unlucky unearth 

Select the Correct Prefix 
For prefixes that have similar meanings, students practice choosing the correct one. 

Definition un- in- ill-

Not happy unhappy inhappy illhappy 

Not legal unlegal inlegal illegal 

Not active unactive inactive illactive 




