
 

   
 

 
TIPS Read Planning Template (Infants and Young Toddlers) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 
Story Title:  That’s Not My Snowman Author: Usborne 

Tune-In Example 
Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
 You can use the rhyme “Five Little Snowmen” to engage 
your children. 
“5 little snowmen, riding on a sled, 
One fell off and bumped his head, 
I called Frosty and Frosty said, 
“No more snowmen, riding on a sled!” 
Four little snowmen….. 
Three little snowmen….. 
Two little snowmen….. 
One little snowman…..” 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  
The name of our book is That’s Not My Snowman. This 
book is about a mouse that is searching for, or looking 
for, his snowman. I wonder if he will find it. Let’s read 
and find out if the mouse finds his snowman. 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see 

what happens next.”  
Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like 
gestures and props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first 
language and English throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL 
planning information. 

 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 

Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

Cover Snowman, Mouse, 
Hat, Carrot nose Not (shake head no)  

This mouse is searching (A), he is 
looking for his snowman, but this is 
not his snowman. See, this snowman 

Guiding questions to consider: 
• What will you do to tune in and engage 

the child/children with this book? 
 

• What will you say to introduce this book? 
 



 

   
 

has a soft, gray hat. See his carrot 
nose too? 

1,2 Snowman, Scarf, Hat Not 
Fluffy (soft) 

Scarf (keeps your 
neck warm) 

Oh, this snowman does not belong 
to the mouse either! This snowman 
has a hat and a scarf. I think the 
mouse needs to keep searching (A), 
looking, for his snowman. 

3,4  Snowman, Mittens Not  

Oh man, this is not the mouse’s 
snowman either! This snowman has 
fuzzy yellow mittens on his 
hands (gently squeeze or hold 
child’s hand). These mittens 
keep this snowman’s hands warm in 
the snow. 

5,6 Snowman, Buttons Not Bumpy (not 
smooth) 

I think this mouse is getting tired of 
Searching, looking for his snowman! 
This 
snowman has a hat, a broom and 
buttons (point to all), but it is not his 
snowman. 

7,8 Snowman, Arms Not, wiggly  

Look, this snowman’s arms are 
wiggly. I bet your arms wiggle too! 
(have child move arms) But this is 
not the mouse’s snowman either.  

9,10 Snowman, Nose That’s my snowman 
(nod head)  

Oh, hooray! Mouse found his 
snowman. I bet he is feeling so 
happy. Look, his snowman has a 
squashy nose, just like you! (touch 
snowman’s nose and child’s nose) I’m 
so glad that Mouse finally found his 
snowman! 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about a Mouse looking for his 
snowman. Look! He found it (Point to the last page)! 
Let’s look back at all of the snowmen that Mouse saw 
while he was searching for his own snowman.” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for 
infants and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be to point to a 
snowman on any page and ask, “Why doesn’t this 
snowman belong to Mouse?” 

Suggested 
Pages for 

Summarizing 
 

Pg. Cover 
Pg. 3,4 
Pg. 7,8 
Pg.  9,10 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Mouse 
2. Snowman 
3. Searching (looking 

for) 
4. Nose 
5. Arms 



 

   
 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 
Adaptations for DLLs 

(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 
Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the 
book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  
 
What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools 
like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom:  

1. Mouse - Ratón (rah-tone) 
2. Snowman - Hombre de nieve (om-bray day nee-ev-ay) 
3. Searching – Buscar (bew-scar) 
4. Nose – Nariz (nah-reez) 
5. Arms – Brazos (brah-zos) 

• What props or materials will you use?  
• Additional supports for this book:   
 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s 
connections) 

*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 
* 
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