
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: The More We Get Together by Raffi 
 
Story Title:  Saturday 
                    

Author: Oge Mora 

Possible Inquiry Question: What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me? 
Possible Themes: family, community 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: It looks like this little 
girl named Ava and her mother are 
walking to go somewhere in the city to 
have fun. Since the title of this book is 
Saturday, I am thinking that it is the day 
of the week when they do fun 
activities in the city. I wonder why the 
title is Saturday and not another day of 
the week? Let’s think about that as we 
read this story. 

Purpose of Read: Remember a lot of 
things went wrong for Ava and her 
mother on Saturday and they felt so 
disappointed. As we read this story 
again, let’s think about why they felt 
so disappointed, or upset, when their 
plans did not work out. 
 
 

Purpose of Read: Remember at first 
when Ava and her mom couldn’t do 
what they had planned, they felt so 
disappointed. But in the end of the 
story, they realized that Saturday 
turned out to be a splendid day. Let’s 
think about why it turned out to be a 
splendid day, even though things 
went wrong. 
 
 

Main Idea: As long as you are with your family, the people you love and cherish, any day can be wonderful; even if your 
plans don’t work out. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

1-2 Ava, Mother smiles Cherished- to love a lot 

3-4 They, library, salon 
chairs, park 

zipped Peaceful- quiet, calm 

5-6   Splendid- wonderful; really good 

7-8   Library- a place where everyone can read and 
use books 

9-10  Cried, wailed, paused, 
close eyes, deep 

breath 

Cancelled – to end something; to make 
something stop 

Reassured- to help someone believe that 
everything will be okay; to comfort 

11-12   Salon- a place where people get their hair 
done 

13-14  Sobbed, boo-hooed, 
whoooshhh! 

Ruined- messed up 



 

 

15-16  Pause, close eyes, 
deep breath, 
zoooooom! 

Pause- to stop for a short time 
Splendid-wonderful, really good 

Peaceful-calm, quiet 
17-18 Ava, mother Loud, groaned, yelled  

 
19-20  Pause, close eyes, 

deep breath, 
zooooom! 

Pause-to stop for a short time 
Reassure- 

Splendid-wonderful 
Ruined-messed up 

21-22 Lady, purse Sigh in relief, cheered, 
chirped, reached 

Exclaimed- to say in an excited, happy way 
Tickets- small pieces of paper that are used 
to get in places, usually means you already 

paid for something 
 

23-24 Mother Gasped, crumpled Crumpled- fall apart 
Ruined-messed up 

25-26    

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout 
your reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Except- all but 
2. Expectations- what you think is going to happen; what you want to happen 
3. Disappointed- to feel sad because things did not work out like you wanted them to 
4. Cherish- think something or someone is so important and special 
5. Splendid- really great or special, wonderful 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 
and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape 

these notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

1-2 

Ava and her mother must 
cherish Saturdays. They think 
it’s so important and special 
because it is the only day they 
get to spend together. Ava’s 
mother works every day except 
Saturday. That means she 
works every day of the week 
but one. I feel sad for Ava’s 
mother since she spends most 
days of the week at work. Ava 
probably goes to school like we 
do. 

1-2 

Ava and her mother are smiling 
because they are happy about 
spending the whole day together. It 
looks like they cherish this time they 
have together. Saturday is a very 
important and special day for them. 

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening 
here?  



 

 

3-4 

Wow! Ava and her mother have 
planned a lot of activities for 
this one day. They need do all 
these things in just one day, 
because every other day of the 
week they are busy with work 
or school. Saturday is the only 
day they get to be together for 
the whole day. They cherish 
this day, they think it is so 
important and special. 

3-4 

Notice how Ava and her mother are 
getting ready for their special day 
(point to illustrations on pg. 3). They 
know these activities will be fun 
because it seems like they do them 
every Saturday. They have 
expectations about having a good 
time. 

 
How does (Ava/her 
mom) feel/think about 
that? 
 
 
 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 
2nd Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below 
to review. 
Pg.  3-4 
Pg. 5-8 
Pg. 9-12 
Pg. 15-16 
Pg. 23-34 
Pg. 29-30 
 
 

5-6 

Ava and her mother have big 
expectations for this day. They 
are already thinking about how 
much fun all the activities will 
be and they haven’t even 
started them yet. They must be 
thinking, “It will be so much fun 
to listen to a new story and see 
the puppet show on the same 
day!” 

5-6 

Look at how Ava is jumping for joy. 
She has expectations that story time 
is going to be so much fun. She must 
be thinking, “I can just imagine 
sitting with Mama and I listening to 
a story.” 

7-8 

Oh no! I feel so sad for them. 
They had expectations about 
how much fun story time would 
be and now it has been 
cancelled. It didn’t happen. 
Notice how they stop from 
getting more upset and stay 
calm. They pause and take a 
deep breath. It makes me 
happy to see Ava’s mother 
trying to comfort her little girl 
when she is upset. I can tell she 
cherishes Ava. She cares about 
Ava- she is so important and 
special to her.  

7-8 

(p.7) Look at the expressions on Ava 
and her mother’s face when they 
find out story time is cancelled. 
They must feel so disappointed 
(really sad) because they were so 
excited about story time, and it is 
not going to happen. (p.8) Ava must 
feel so much better when her 
mother tries to comfort her with 
kind words. She is probably just 
happy to spend this time with her 
mother. 

9-10 

Notice they are both getting 
their hair done to look so nice. 
It is a good thing they have the 
whole day, because getting 
your hair done can take a long 
time. And they still have 
expectations about having 
lunch in the park and going to 
the puppet show. They know 
this day is going to be splendid, 
really, extra great! 

9-10 

Notice how Ava and her mother 
have their eyes closed while they 
relax in the salon. (p. 10) Look at 
them after they got their pretty 
hairdos. They must feel proud of the 
way they look. Even though story 
time was cancelled, they still are 
loving being together. Sometimes 
just hanging out with your family is 
the best thing. It doesn’t matter 
what you do. 



 

 

11-12 

It looks like it must have rained 
while they were in the salon. 
This car went through a big 
puddle of water and splashed it 
all over Ava and her mother. I 
bet they were not expecting 
that to happen. They had 
expectations for having nice 
hairdos for the puppet show. 

11-
12 

I bet Ava and her mom felt so 
disappointed (really upset) when 
water splashed and ruined their new 
hairdos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13-14 

It seems like every time 
something goes wrong, Ava and 
her mother do the same thing. 
They stop for a minute, take a 
deep breath, and let it out. 
Ava’s mother says words that 
comfort Ava, (or make her feel 
better). Now, they must have 
expectations for a quiet 
afternoon lunch at the park. I 
know they will cherish this 
peaceful time during their busy 
day. 

13-
14 

Look at Ava’s face, I can tell she is 
disappointed that her new hairdo 
got messed up. But look at her here 
(page 14). She looks joyful on her 
way to the park. Taking a deep 
breath and hearing her mother’s 
kind words must have made her feel 
better. Also, they are probably just 
cherish being together no matter 
what happens. 
 
 
 

15-16 

There are so many people at 
the park, talking, playing music, 
and playing, that Ava and her 
mother can’t hear each other 
talk. Another expectation that 
did NOT happen like they 
wanted it to. But, again, Ava’s 
mother tries to comfort Ava by 
telling her that today is still 
special and splendid. 

15-
16 

Look at how Ava and her mother are 
covering their ears (model). They 
must feel disappointed their 
peaceful lunch in the park is not 
happening. Another expectation 
that didn’t work out. I feel so sad for 
them. They have been disappointed 
three times in one day (connect to 
previous events pgs. 9-10, 13,15). 

17-18 
They are rushing to get on the 
bus that will take them to the 
puppet show. 

17-
18 

Look at them here, they are on their 
way to the puppet show. Even 
though so many activities did not 
work out, they are still having a nice 
time because they are spending the 
day together. 

  21-
22 

Look at Ava, she must feel so happy 
that she and her mom are finally at 
the puppet show. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated before 
reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why was Saturday such a 
special day for Ava and her 
mother? 

Why did Ava and her mother 
feel so disappointed when 
their plans did not work out? 

Why did Saturday turn out to 
be a splendid day for Ava and 
her mother even though their 
plans did not work out? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 
• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea 
Main Idea: As long as you are with your family, the people you love and cherish, any 
day can be wonderful; even if your plans don’t work out. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: In small groups create a puppet show theater. Have tickets for children to pretend with. 
Put a variety of puppets including paper puppets of Ava and her mom to act out/retell the story and to 
create their own splendid plays. 
Writing Center:  Children can compose and illustrate a list of things they would like to do with their 
family, making a plan for a splendid day together. Notice and talk about how every family may enjoy 
different things, but that all families cherish time together. 
Morning Meeting: Discuss- Who do you cherish, or really care about, spending time with? Also, talk 
about a time when you felt disappointed. Practice using different calming breaths, like Ava and her mom 

23-24 

Oh no! I feel so sad for Ava and 
her mother. They had so many 
expectations for doing all these 
activities today. None of them 
worked out as they hoped they 
would. 

23-
24 

I feel so sad for Ava’s mother. She 
has tried so hard to take her little 
girl to all these fun activities and 
they didn’t work out. Just look at 
her face. She must feel so 
disappointed that they can’t go to 
the puppet show. 

25-26 

Now Ava is trying to comfort 
her mother, the same way her 
mother comforted her. It makes 
me happy to know this family 
has a way to comfort each 
other when thing go wrong. 
Ava reminds her mother that 
today was special and splendid 
because they were together. 

25-
26 

Ava knows how important it is to 
comfort the people you love and 
care about when they are sad. Her 
mother has taught her that. They 
both realize that just spending time 
with each other can give them more 
joy than doing special activities. I 
feel joy when I see Ava and her 
mom cherish their time together. 

29-30 

Ava had a splendid idea! It 
looks like they made puppets 
and had their own puppet 
show. I bet it was splendid! 

29-
30 

Ava and her mother must feel joy 
being creative together.  They will 
always cherish this time. 



 

 

do. Try out the “D.R.A.I.N.” from Conscious Discipline. How could you use this when you are 
disappointed?   
Family Connection: Ask families to send in pictures or short videos of what they do together on 
Saturdays (or any day together). Post pictures around the room! 

 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. Learn more 
by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus 

 
Add supports for dual language learners: 
 
● Read/introduce the book in the first language prior to first read –who will you enlist to do this?  
 
● Introduce the book in English to dual language learners in small group -when will you do this small 
group read?  
 
● Use visuals to introduce target vocabulary -which visuals will you pair with the focus words?  
 
● Learn a few focus words in the child’s first language -how do you say these focus words in the first 
language? Spanish words are below. Use human resources and tools like Google translate to learn the 
words in other languages represented in your classroom.  

o Cherish/valorar (val-or-ar) 
o Splendid/ espléndido (eh-splen-dee-doe)  
o Disappointed/decepcionado (de-sep-see-oh-nah-doe) 
o Except/excepto (ex-sep-toe) 
o Expectations/expectativas (ex-pect-tah-tee-vahs) 

Use props to support your read –Be creative and use items you have that will help children understand 
the story. Ideas: Tickets, puppets, picnic supplies 



 

 

 


