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REAL Time Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

Complex	
  Storybook	
   The	
  Little	
  Red	
  Hen	
  Makes	
  a	
  Pizza	
  
Informational	
  Text(s)	
   Why	
  Living	
  Things	
  Need	
  Food	
  
Topic	
   Why	
  do	
  living	
  things	
  need	
  food?	
  
	
  

	
  

STATE:	
  	
  Topic	
  in	
  the	
  Form	
  of	
  a	
  Question	
  –	
  When	
  we	
  read	
  this	
  book,	
  I	
  had	
  some	
  questions.	
  I	
  know	
  this	
  book	
  is	
  fiction,	
  that	
  means	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  true.	
  	
  It	
  
is	
  a	
  make	
  believe	
  story	
  because	
  in	
  real	
  life,	
  we	
  know	
  animals	
  don’t	
  normally	
  eat	
  pizza.	
  But	
  I	
  do	
  know	
  animals	
  need	
  food	
  and	
  that	
  got	
  me	
  wondering,	
  
why	
  do	
  living	
  things	
  need	
  food?	
  I	
  found	
  this	
  informational	
  text	
  titled	
  Why	
  Living	
  Things	
  Need	
  Food.	
  Remember,	
  informational	
  texts	
  are	
  non-­‐fiction,	
  
they	
  tell	
  us	
  real	
  or	
  true	
  things.	
  So	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  perfect	
  book	
  to	
  answer	
  my	
  question	
  about	
  why	
  living	
  things	
  need	
  food.	
  
Purpose	
  of	
  the	
  Read	
  (to	
  find	
  out	
  about	
  key	
  concept)	
  –	
  Let’s	
  read	
  and	
  find	
  out	
  why	
  living	
  things	
  need	
  food.	
  
	
   	
  

TEACH:	
  	
  Information	
  Related	
  to	
  Topic	
  -­‐	
  Questions	
  I	
  had:	
  	
  	
  Why	
  do	
  living	
  things	
  need	
  food?	
  
Page	
  #	
   Information	
  to	
  Push-­‐In	
   Text	
  Tool	
  to	
  Teach	
   	
   Vocabulary	
   Plan	
  for	
  ELs	
  
3	
   	
   Table	
  of	
  Contents	
  –	
  

Remember	
  the	
  Table	
  
of	
  Contents	
   is 	
  the	
  
page	
  where	
  we	
  see	
  
what	
   information	
  we	
  
can	
  find	
  in	
  a	
  book.	
  
Next	
  to	
  each	
  topic	
   is 	
  
the	
  page	
  number	
  
where	
  you	
  wil l 	
   f ind	
  

	
   Frontload	
  
vocabulary:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  table	
  of	
  
contents	
  

Read	
  and	
  Explore	
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that	
  topic. 	
  So	
  right	
  
here	
  it 	
  says,	
  Why	
  do	
  
l iving	
  things	
  need	
  
food?	
  and	
  I 	
  can	
  f ind	
  
that	
   information	
  on	
  
page	
  16.	
  So	
  let’s	
  turn	
  
to	
  page	
  16	
  and	
  see	
  
what	
   it 	
  says. 	
  

16-­‐17	
   (after	
  reading	
  pages	
  16	
  –	
  17)	
  Oh	
  so	
  people,	
  animals, 	
  and	
  
plants	
  need	
  food	
  to	
  stay	
  al ive.	
  That’s	
  one	
  reason	
  we	
  need	
  
food.	
  Let’s	
  keep	
  reading	
  to	
  see	
  other	
  reasons	
  that	
   l iving	
  
things	
  need	
  food.	
  

	
   	
   	
  

18	
   (after	
  reading	
  page	
  18)	
  So	
  l iving	
  things	
  also	
  need	
  food	
  for	
  
energy.	
   I 	
  am	
  not	
  sure	
  what	
  energy	
  means,	
  so	
  I 	
  am	
  going	
  to	
  
see	
  if 	
   I 	
  can	
  f ind	
  the	
  definition	
  in	
  the	
  Glossary.	
  Let’s	
  turn	
  
to	
  the	
  Glossary	
  to	
  see	
  what	
  energy	
  means.	
  (Turn	
  to	
  
Glossary	
  on	
  page	
  23)	
  

Glossary	
  –	
  The	
  
Glossary	
  tel ls	
  us	
  the	
  
definit ion	
  of	
  
important	
  words	
  in	
  
our	
  text. 	
  This	
  
Glossary	
   is	
  cal led	
  a	
  
Picture	
  Glossary	
  
because	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  
there	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  picture	
  
of	
  the	
  word.	
  So	
  right	
  
here	
  I 	
  see	
  the	
  word	
  
energy	
  and	
  the	
  
definit ion.	
  (read	
  
definit ion)	
  So	
  energy	
  
is	
  what	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  
move,	
  run,	
  walk,	
  and	
  
jump.	
  

Energy	
  –	
  what	
  
we	
  need	
  to	
  
move,	
  run,	
  
walk,	
  and	
  
jump	
  

Frontload	
  
vocabulary:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  glossary	
  
-­‐	
  run	
  
-­‐	
  jump	
  
-­‐	
  walk	
  

	
  

	
  
Ask	
  and	
  Learn	
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ASK:	
  	
  Question	
  Related	
  to	
  Topic	
  –	
  Why	
  do	
  l iving	
  things	
  need	
  food?	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ask	
  follow-­‐up	
  questions	
  to	
  scaffold	
  children’s	
  responses	
  and	
  lead	
  them	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  key	
  concept.	
  
	
  

RESPOND:	
  
-­‐	
  Take	
  note	
  of	
  children’s	
   interests	
  and	
  follow	
  through/explore	
  at	
  the	
  appropriate	
  time. 	
  
-­‐ 	
  Restate	
  what	
  child	
  said	
  in	
  a	
  more	
  complex	
  sentence.	
  
-­‐ 	
  Use	
  correct	
  syntax.	
  
-­‐ 	
  Model	
  rich	
  vocabulary.	
  
-­‐ 	
  Build	
  on	
  children’s	
  statements	
  by	
  adding	
  more	
  information. 	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
   	
  


