
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?

Focus Words:

Identity/identidad (ee-dehn-tee-dahd): who I am/lo que hace qyue yo sea yo

Belong/pertenecer (pehr-teh-neh-sehr): to be part of/ser parte de algo

Beloved/querido(a) niño(a) (keh-ree-doh nee-nyoh): so loved

Wonder/preguntarse (preh-goon-tahr-seh): to ask questions/ hacerse preguntas, preguntarse por cosas que pasan

Connected/conectado (coh-nec-tah-doh): everyone matters; our choices change everyone’s lives/cuando nuestras decisiones cambian las vidas de los demás

Main Idea: Wondering and asking questions about our identity can helps us understand how we belong and are connected to our stories, our families, and 
our community.
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Partner with Families: Send in or text/email in photos of people who are special to your child, who are part of their identity. Write a brief note with each picture 
of who the person is and why they are special.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Where Are You From?: Connected/conectado (coh-nec-tah-doh)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Throughout 
the Week: 

“Wonder” with children, 
notice when they wonder. 
Say, “Hm, I wonder what 

(character, student, puppet, 
etc.) will do next. I don’t 

know, but I have so many 
questions!” 

Block 
Area:

Find pictures of your 
community throughout history. 
Build together with blocks and 

discuss how your community has 
changed, how it has stayed the 
same, and what you all would 

like to continue to change 
about it.

Art and 
My Identity: 

Through the week have a 
range of art materials, mirrors, 

representational magazines, scissors, and 
other materials for kids to make a collage of 

what is important to them. Ask, “What makes 
you YOU?” and encourage them to represent 
interests, activities, people, and objects that 

matter to them in their identity art. Have 
them share out and make a list of 

‘what makes us us!”

Emergent 
Writing:

Have children draw a picture 
of a person who is important to 

them and who, like the little girl in 
the story, is a person whose heart 
they are from and with whom they 

belong. Have them write a note 
to that person thanking them 

for holding them in 
their heart. 

Family 
Connection: 

Ask families to talk about family 
members who are an important part of 

their history and which still are important 
today. Have children bring in something to 

support them sharing the story of their family 
member and their legacy. Take a picture of the 
object with the child and transcribe what they 
say about it. Laminate it if possible and send 

it home to the family, thanking them for 
sharing their ancestors’ stories and a 

part of their family history with 
all of us!

Where Are You From?
by Yamile Saied Mendez 


