TALK

You can start building children’s vocabulary now by
having meaningful conversations with them. The TALK
strategy will help you have these conversations and
build a strong foundation for literacy.

Tune-in: Find ways to enter the child’s world and start a
meaningful conversation. Follow these steps:

e Observe closely and wait for the best time to join

e Make a comment about what s/he is doing or what
s/he is interested in

e You can say, ‘I see that you...” or “I notice that you...’

)

Ask questions: Ask open-ended questions to encourage
children to talk more and express their own thoughts. You
can provide support with these safety nets:

e Either/or questions
e Fill in the blank statements

Lift language: Model more complex language that you
want children to use. You can use these strategies:

Build Up and Break Down
Restate

Parallel Talk

Self Talk

Keep it going: Try to have at least five back and forth
exchanges on a single topic.
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Examples of Strategies for Lifting Language

Build Up and Break Down
“The food we've made together looks appetizing. When
something is appetizing, that means it will taste good.”

Restate
Child: “My picture is like hers.”
Teacher: “Yes, your pictures are similar to each other.”

Parallel Talk
“l see that you are organizing your vegetables by their
different colors.”

Self Talk
“l am pouring the water gradually so that it doesn’t spill out
of the plant.”
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