
  

 
  
 

    
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

    
 

   
   
 

 

 

 

START Fidelity Form 

SITE/SCHOOL: DATE: 

TEACHER: AGE LEVEL: 

OBSERVER: VISIT DURATION: 

ACTIVITY TYPE: � INDIVIDUAL � GROUP SIZE: 

DESCRIPTION: 

Interactive Repeated Story Book Reading 
Present/Not 

Present Notes 

1st Read: 
• Tells children the problem in the 

story that is connected to the purpose 
and pushes-in vocabulary 

• Focus is on the main idea and story 
events 

• One why/how question at end of story 

2nd Read: 
• Comments on and pushes-in 

character’s thoughts and feelings 
(in the first person) 

• Pushes-in related vocabulary 
• One why/how question at end of story 

3rd Read: 
• Questions focus on engaging children 

in recalling title, stating story problem, 
connecting events and characters 
thoughts and feelings, and pulling-out 
vocabulary 

• One why/how question at end of story 

Teaching Strategies Notes 

STATE Calls attention to title and cover 
illustration 

States (or revisits) the purpose 
for reading (e.g., I wonder…. Let’s 
read and find out.) 
States or revisits story problem 
(1st vs 2nd reads) 



 
  
 

    
  
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

START Fidelity Form 

TEACH Explains events (1st) or 
characters’ thoughts and 
feelings (2nd) that are not 
explicit 
Uses think-alouds to: 

• Model inferential thinking 
Explain cause and effect 
(1st read) 

• Explain characters’ 
thoughts and feelings (2nd 
read) 

Explains relationships between 
characters’ thoughts and feelings 
and key events (2nd read) 
Pushes-in key vocabulary (Tier 
2 words) related to main events 
(1st) or characters’ thoughts and 
feelings (2nd) 
Pulls-out key information related 
to the story (characters, main 
events, story problem) during 3rd 
read 
(PAT) Points to illustrations 

(PAT) Acts out words 

(PAT) Tells child-friendly 
definition for target vocabulary 

ASK Asks open-ended question 
(why/how) at the end of the 
story (1st & 2nd reads) or 
throughout children retell of 
story (3rd read) 

RESPOND Recasts what children say with 
more complex sentences 
Builds on what children say by 
adding more information 

Uses rich vocabulary when 
responding to child utterances 

TIE Ties the story together by 
summarizing the main idea and 
referring to a related activity 

Connects book to other parts of 
the day (e.g., centers, small group 
activities) 



  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

START Fidelity Form 

Introduction to Centers � Yes � Not this time Notes 

Uses a visual schedule to 
transition into centers (This is 
helpful for when centers are 
scheduled at different parts of 
the day.) 
Intentionally plans a fingerplay or 
song to capture the attention of 
children before Intro to Centers 
(based on teachers discretion) 
Chooses age-appropriate ma-
terials to introduce to a center 
that makes a connection to the 
storybook 

Shows intentional planning (i.e., 
uses Intro to Centers Planning 
Sheet, Bubble Map, or indicates 
on lesson plan)”. 
Has materials/object readily 
available to introduce. 
Uses the element of surprise to 
engage children. 
Uses target vocabulary (tier 2 
words from the story and/ or 
relatable high frequency words 
that can be used in other parts of 
the day). 
Names object describes how it’s 
used & describes attributes. 
Demonstrates one way to use 
the object (shows children how 
to use materials/object) 
Makes suggestions on how 
children can use the object(s) in 
the center 
Intro to Centers is completed in 
3-5 minutes or less. 




