
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

 
Story Title: Curious George- The Perfect Carrot    

      
              Author: Adaptation by Marcy Goldberg Sacks 

Tune-In Example 
Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.

  
“Flower Garden” 
(Sung to: "The Farmer in the Dell")  
 
The farmer plants the seeds  
The Farmer plants the seeds  
Hi, Ho and Cheery Oh  
The farmer plants the seeds.  
 
(Use the following verses.) 
The sun begins to shine  
The rain begins to fall  
The plants begin to grow  
The flowers smile at us 

The name of this book is The Perfect Carrot. It looks 
like Curious George has a garden and he has pulled a 
big carrot from his garden. I wonder how he grew 
that carrot. Let’s read and find out. 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”  

Adaptations for DLL:   
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to support meaning such as gestures and props. 
3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English throughout 
the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page for DLL planning information. 
 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

3 
George, Bill, Bunnies, 

Carrots 
Loved (rub stomach)  

 

4,5 Bill, Carrot, Ground Where (shrug) 
Curious – you really 

want to know 
something 

George is so curious about how Bill 
pulled a carrot out of the dirt - he really 
wants to know how Bill did that! I bet 
he’s happy that Bill said he can grow 
carrots too! 



 

   
 

6,7 
Man with the yellow 
hat, Packet of seeds, 

Hole 
Dug 

Directions – tell you 
how to how to do 

something 
Long Hole-trench, a 
hole that goes in a 

long line 

 

8,9 Seeds, Watered, dirt cover  

Look at George watering his seeds! He 
looks so happy that he has planted his 
own seeds. George knows that his 
seeds need dirt, water and sun to grow. 

10,11 No carrots (point to dirt) No (shake head) 
Confused– when you 

don’t understand 

Oh, poor George! He thought that his 
carrots would grow in one day, and he 
was so confused when they didn’t. I 
think that he didn’t understand that it 
takes many days for seeds to grow into 
plants. 

12,13 Watered, Carrot plants  
Dreamed- Imagined 

something while 
sleeping 

Look how happy George is to see his 
carrot plants growing! I think he takes 
such good care of his plants and knows 
that they will grow into big carrots one 
day. 

14,15 

Carrots, Looked Funny 
(Point to funny-looking 

carrot), Perfect (Point to 
the perfect carrot) 

Pulled Perfect – just right 

When you grow carrots, you can see 
the green tops, but the carrot is 
growing under the dirt. So, George 
must pull the carrots out of the dirt. 

16 Case  
Case – like a 

lunchbox 

I think that George is so proud of his 
carrot that he doesn’t want to eat it! I 
am curious, I’m wondering, what he 
will do with his perfect carrot. Let’s 
keep reading to find out. 

17 Sign, George, Door  Perfect – just right 

Oh no, the bunnies are gone! I bet 
George is confused (doesn’t 
understand) why the bunnies are gone. 

18 Bunny footprints  
Garden – where food 

and flowers grow 

I think George is following the 
footprints because he knows that they 
will show him where the bunnies are, 
and he is curious, he really wants to 
know where the bunnies have gone. 

19 Cave, Bunnies   
Oh no, those bunnies are so lost and 
confused! They don’t understand 
where they are or how to get home! 

20,21 

George, Bunnies, Carrot, 
Bill, Cave, Almost Gone 
(Point to rabbits eating 

last bit of carrot) 

 
Almost Gone- only a 

little bit left 

I bet those bunnies were so glad to get 
George’s carrot, because they were so 
scared and hungry. And look, they have 
eaten almost the whole carrot! I bet Bill 
is so glad that George found his 
bunnies. 



 

   
 

22 George, Bunnies, Carrot   

I think these bunnies and Bill are so 
happy to see each other. George looks 
so proud too. His carrot helped the 
bunnies when they were lost and 
confused. Good job, George! 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about how Curious George grew 
carrots from seeds and used one of his carrots to help his 
bunny friends. Let's look back and see how he did this.” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be “How does George know 
where to find the lost bunnies?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested Pages 
for Summarizing 

 
Pg. 4,5 
Pg. 6,7 
Pg. 10,11 
Pg. 17 
Pg. 18 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Curious-when you 

really want to know 
something 

2. Directions-tell you 
how to do something 

3. Confused-when you 
don’t understand 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book with 
children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages?  
Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use tools like Google translate to look up focus 
words in additional first languages: 
     1. Curious – Curioso (core-ee-oh-so) 
     2. Confused - Confundido (con-fewn-dee-doe) 
     3. Perfect – Perfecto (pear-fec-toe) 
 

• What props or materials will you use?  
• Additional supports for this book:   

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


