
 

Beyond Storytime: Comprehension Checklist 
 
Use this tool to monitor and document what children understand about the story, how they integrate book elements into 
their play and activities, along with how they use targeted vocabulary throughout the week. 
 
 
Book Title:  Week of:  
 

Children’s Names 

Understanding of Story Elements 

Child engages in play with 
materials that reflect an 

understanding of the story's 
key events. 

(E.g.: Sequencing cards, drawings, 
felt boards, book cutouts) 

Child acts out or uses props 
evidencing understanding of 

the key events and characters' 
thoughts and feelings. 

(E.g.: Acting out parts of the story, 
puppets, stuffed animals) 

Child talks about the 
story and/or the 

characters with teacher 
independently or with 
prompting throughout 

different parts of the day. 

Child talks about the story 
and characters with adults 

and peers and makes 
connections from the 

book to their life. 
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Focus Vocabulary 

     

Children’s Names 

Use of Focus Vocabulary from the Book 

Child uses no focus 
vocabulary in play or 

interaction with teacher and 
peers  

Child uses focus vocabulary 
with teacher support or 

prompting  

Child uses focus 
vocabulary independently 

and appropriately when 
talking about the story 

Child extends the use of 
focus vocabulary to 

conversations unrelated to 
the story  
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