
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: If I were a bird, I’d sing a song; And fly about the whole day 
long; And when the night comes, go to rest; Up in my cozy little nest. 

Story Title: The Lion and the Little Red Bird Author: Elisa Kleven 
State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: Look at the lion with 
the green on his tail. It looks like the bird 
might be asking him a question. I wonder 
how the lion answers him. Let’s read and 
find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember how the 
lion the little red bird couldn’t understand 
each other? I’m wondering why, even 
though they speak different languages, 
they are both so happy at the end of the 
story. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I would like you to help 
tell it. I wonder why the lion and the little 
red bird spent so much time together 
even though they didn’t understand one 
another. Let’s read and find out. 

Main Idea: Even if you are very different from someone, you can still be friends. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 
Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 
Little red bird, lion, bushy green 

tail 
 

Forest- where lots of trees and plants grow 
Unusual- something very different 

Pg. 4 
  Understand- know what she was saying 

Language- the way we communicate, talking 
Chirping- the sound a bird makes 

Pg. 5 Field, butterflies Wandered, roll, sniff  

Pg. 7 Bird  Disappear- she couldn’t see him anymore 

Pg. 9 Tail Swishing Astonished- really surprised 

Pg. 14 
Lake, paws, bird  Beneath- under 

Soaked- kept in the water for a long time 

Pg. 16 Cave, bird  Wondering- thinking about 

Pg. 17 Tail  Magician- someone who does magic tricks 

Pg. 19 
Berries, bird Sour Ambled- walked slowly 

Ripe- ready to eat and taste good 
Company- he liked being around her 

Pg. 21 
 Nibbled Nibbled- took little bites 

Thorn- sharp piece of a plant 

Pg. 22 Settled Swished Sundown- the end of the day 

Pg. 23 
Lightning  Swept away, reached, 

crouched, shivering 
Rushed- hurried, went fast 

Pg. 25 
 Carried her, cave, 

pictures 
Colorful- has lots of colors 

Pg. 28 
Bird, bowl of berry juice, picture 
of the bird 

 Delighted- very happy 

Pg. 30 Tail  Berry- red- red like the berry juice 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Mystery- something you cannot explain 
2. Communicate- how we let people know what we are thinking or feeling 
3. Curious- you really want to know about something 
4. Amazed- can hardly believe it 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 
place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 
directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 
4 

The little red bird is very curious 
about the lion’s tail, but he doesn’t 
understand what she is saying. This 

could be a problem. 

Pg. 
4 

I’m thinking the little red bird is feeling 
very curious about why the lion’s tail is 

green. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 10 
Pg.14 
Pg. 17 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 26 
Pg. 28 
Pg. 30 
 

Pg. 
10 

The lion’s tail changed color again! I 
think the little red bird is amazed, but 

the lion doesn’t understand her 
questions about it. 

Pg. 
10 

I’m noticing that the little red bird is 
very curious about the lion’s tail, but he 
can’t understand her so he can’t answer 
her questions. He seems to be enjoying 

her company anyway. 

Pg. 
17 

Now the lion’s tail is blue. This is 
really a mystery to the little red bird, 

but they still can’t communicate 
about it! 

Pg. 
14 

Look at the bird and the lion. They both 
look so happy. I think they are enjoying 

being together. 

Pg. 
19 

Now the lion is picking berries, but I 
don’t think he’s planning to eat them. 

I wonder what he will do.  

Pg. 
17 

The bird is amazed by the lion’s tail 
changing colors. 

Pg. 
21 

I noticed that the little red bird 
helped the lion remove the thorn 

from his paw. She wants to help him 
feel comfortable. 

Pg. 
19 
 

The little red bird must be wondering 
why the lion is picking berries that are 
not good to eat. The lion seems to be 
enjoying her company, even though 

they can’t communicate. 

Pg. 
24 

Now the lion is helping the little red 
bird. He saves her from the storm. 
That’s something kind that a friend 

would do. 

Pg. 
21 

The bird is very kind to remove the 
thorn from the lion’s paw. She must 

really care about him and want him to 
be comfortable. 

Pg. 
26 

Hmm…I’m noticing that all of the 
pictures in the cave are of places the 

lion and the little red bird visited 
together. (flip back to review) 

Pg. 
22 

The bird looks confused that the lion 
will not answer her questions. She must 

not understand that they don’t speak 
the same language. The lion just seems 

very happy to have a friend. 

Pg. 
28 

Aha! We solved the mystery! The 
lion’s tail changed color because he 
used it as a paintbrush. Now it is red 
because he is painting with the berry 

juice. (flip back to review) 

Pg. 
23 

I bet the bird is so thankful that her lion 
friend saved her. He must really care 
about her to go out into the storm. 

Pg. 
30 

I think the lion and the little red bird 
really enjoy each other’s company, 
even if they don’t speak the same 

language. 

Pg. 
28 

I think the bird is happy to have solved 
the mystery of why the lion’s tail 

changed color! I think the lion is just 
glad to have a friend. 



 

 

 
 
 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why did the lion just smile 
when the bird asked him 

questions? 
 

Why are the lion and the little 
red bird both so happy? 

How do you know that the 
lion and the bird liked each 

other even though they didn’t 
understand each other’s 

languages? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Even if you are very different from someone, you can still be friends. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   

Dramatic Play: Provide children with a variety of stuffed animals that all use different 
‘language’ and allow the children to role play how they can communicate with one 
another. 
Writing Center: Have children write about a time they helped a friend. 
Small Groups: Use natural items to create paint and allow the children to create 
masterpieces. 

 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 


