
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Rain
Drip/goteo (goh-teh-oh): A little bit of falling water/gotas de agua cayendo
Drop/dejar caer (deh-hahr kah-ehr): To let go of or let fall
Noise/ruido (rrwee-doh): A sound/un sonido 
Puddle/charco (chahr-koh): A tiny pool of rainwater and mud on the ground/un poco de agua y barro en el suelo 
Reflection/reflejo (rreh-fleh-hoh): To see ourselves/vernos a nosotros mismos
Splash/salpicar (sahl-pee-kahr): To spread water all around/derramar agua por todo lado

Mud
Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): To really like something/cuando te gusta algo mucho
Notice/notar algo o a alguien (noh-tahr  ahl-goh  oh  ah  ahl-gyehn): To see or know/darse cuenta de alguien o de algo 
Magnificent/magnifico (mahg-nee-fee-koh): So amazing and wonderful/algo maravilloso y asombroso
Melt/derretir (deh-rreh-teer): To change from ice to water/cambiar de hielo a agua
Scatter/esparcir (ehs-pahr-seer): To spread all around/poner por todos los lados
Senses/sentidos (sehn-tee-dohs): Seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, and touching so we can learn about the world/visión, escuchar, oler, gusto y sentir, con estos 
podemos aprender sobre el mundo

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Enjoy time together outside on a rainy day. Splash in puddles. Listen for the drip-drop sound of the rain. 
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Changes to the 
Environment:

Put out mirrors and invite 
children to look at their 

reflections. Practice doing different 
emotions and noticing their 
magnificent and expressive 

reflection.

Math:

Scatter different items of your 
choice in an area of the classroom and 
provide children with clear one or two 
step instructions to find a specific item 

and bring it to you. Use math language and 
descriptive words (e.g. larger, smaller, over, 

under, behind, shapes, color, more, less, 
etc.). You can also invite the children 

to scatter the items themselves 
and practice giving directions 

to each other.

Outdoors:

Explain that it is a magnificent 
day to go outside to notice, explore, 

and enjoy the puddles formed by the rain. 
Alternatively, create your own puddle and 
mud with children. Use a pitcher (or hose) 

to pour water on different surfaces outside. 
Notice what will happen when we pour water 
on dirt, grass, concrete? Use that opportunity 

to explore mud using shovels, buckets, and 
other materials. You could even invite 

children to help create mud in a 
sensory table or a mud garden 

outside.

Sensory:

Put water in the sensory table. 
Have props such as cups, bowls, 

sprinkle pitcher, etc. Encourage the 
children to make the water do the 

actions and sounds of the story  
(drip, drop, little splash, etc) Explore the 

splish splash sounds and notice the 
different noises caused by dropping 
the different objects in the water. Be 

sure to ask if they can see their 
reflection in the water.

Fine Motor:

Collect some handheld sized 
items such as balls or similar sized 
objects. Encourage the children to 

hold the object over a large plastic bowl 
while standing and release the object 
and try to drop it in the bowl. Repeat 

with other objects. Ask them what 
they notice about their technique 

and what works well and 
doesn’t as they test their 

processes.

Art:

Pour paint into ice trays 
and place a popsicle stick 

in the middle. After it freezes, 
encourage children to paint with 

it. The paint will melt as they 
paint. Talk to them about the 

change that occurs. What 
do they notice?

Family Connection:

Use your senses and 
notice the environment. 

Have conversations about 
every noise and all that you 

observe together. 
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