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Emergent Writing 

Implementation Plan 

 
The Emergent Writing Implementation Plan will support 
you as you create activities that help children learn the 
six writing types: writing names, labeling, listing, 
corresponding with others, expressing opinions and 
preferences, and expository writing. 

Using the Plan 
The implementation plan helps you prepare children to use 
writing to communicate thoughts, feelings, and ideas.  

The plan lists the six writing types and shows you at what 
point of the year you should introduce each type. We 
introduce them at different times of the year because each 
type is more complex than the last. 

Remember, this plan shouldn’t be used as a checklist. You 
won’t teach a skill and then move on. You will revisit these 
skills throughout the year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Writing Types 

• Writing names: Provide many opportunities for children 
to practice writing their names to communicate the 
message, “this belongs to me.” 

• Labeling: Teach children that labeling communicates 
what something is, where things are located, or who 
someone is. 

• Listing: Explain to children that lists are useful for 
organizing and communicating important information. 

• Corresponding with others: Teach children that writing, 
like talking, is an important way to communicate with 
other people. Give them chances to practice writing 
messages to others. 

• Expressing opinions and preferences: Encourage 
children to think about discussions you’ve had in class, 
and ask them to express their own opinions in writing. 

• Expository writing: Help children use writing to explain 
and describe facts about the world.  
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