
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: (Sung to Row, Row, Row Your Boat) 

Write, write, write your cards, and lots of letters, too! 
I will bring them to your friends, and maybe they'll write back soon. 

Story Title:  Dear Juno 
 

Author:  Soyung Pak 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is Juno and his 
little dog, Sam. It looks like Juno is 
taking a letter out of an envelope. I 
wonder who this letter is from and if 
Juno will be able to read it. Let’s read 
and find out. 
 

Purpose of Read: Remember that 
Juno received a letter from his 
Grandmother that he couldn’t read 
because it was written in a different 
language. But Juno and his grandma 
were able to figure out other ways to 
communicate. I wonder, how does 
Juno feels about his grandma?   Let’s 
read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I would like for you 
to help tell the story.  I wonder how 
Juno and his grandma communicate if 
they don’t speak the same language? 
Let’s read to find out 
 

Main Idea: Sometimes people communicate in different ways, but they can still understand one another. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 Juno, blinking lights  

Disappeared- Went away 
Seoul- A city in Korea, which is a place on the other 
side of the world. 
Persimmons- Type of fruit 

Pg. 3 letter  Smudged- not clear, the ink has been rubbed 

Pg. 5 dirty dishes, bubbles   

Pg. 7  opened Carefully- with gentle hands 

Pg. 9 Words, photograph, flower unfolded 
Understand- Didn’t know what it meant 
Photograph- a picture 

Pg.14 Grandma   

Pg. 16 Letter on board, flower yes  

Pg. 18 Swinging tree, leaf   

Pg. 19 
Picture of mom and dad, 
picture of Sam, picture of 

himself 
 

Finished – all done 

Pg. 22 Father patted Proudly- feeling really good about something 

Pg. 25 Colored pencils, plane big  



 

 

Pg. 28  Sipping, cheek 
Dream- to think about something while you are 
sleeping 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
 
1. Communicate- To be able to understand one another.  
2. Realize- To notice, understand  
3. Receive- To get something 
4. Proud- To feel good about something, to be happy about it 

 



 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 3 

Remember on the front cover 
Juno was opening a letter but we 
weren’t sure who it was from. 
Now we know he received the 
letter from his grandmother. 

Pg. 2 

I’m thinking that Juno must miss his 
grandma. He is thinking about her when 
he sees the planes fly over him. He 
knows that she would have to travel by 
plane to visit him because she lives in a 
place that is far away. I bet Juno’s 
grandma is very special to him 

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 3 
Pg. 5 
Pg.9 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 20 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 26 

Pg. 5 

I’m thinking that Juno has 
received a letter before from his 
grandma and knows she speaks 
and writes in a different language. 
That is why he knows he needs 
his parents help in order to read 
the letter 

Pg.3 

Juno must be so excited to receive a 
letter from his grandma. I bet he doesn’t 
get to see or communicate with her very 
often because she lives so far away. 

Pg. 9 

I’m thinking that Juno can’t really 
read the words on the letter 
because they are written in a 
different language. See the letters 
here (point to letter), they are not 
the same letters that we use in 
English (point to text on page 9). 
The letters were in a different 
language so Juno could not read 
them.  This is a problem! 

Pg. 9 

Juno realizes that his grandma is trying to 
communicate with him through sending 
the flower and photograph. He is able to 
understand what she wrote in the letter 
by the items she sent in the envelope. I 
bet he feels so proud of himself for being 
able to understand his letter! 

Pg. 
10 

See here, Juno used the picture 
and flower as a clue to what his 
grandmother had written to him 
in the letter. By using these items, 
he was able to understand that 
she had a new cat and was 
growing red and yellow flowers in 
her garden  

Pg. 
15 

Juno realizes at school that his grandma 
might like getting letters from him as 
well. He now knows how to 
communicate with her. I bet he is 
thinking of a way to send her a letter and 
tell her that he misses her 

Pg. 
11 

Juno’s parents were surprised 
when he explained to them what 
his grandmother said to him in the 
letter. They thought that he 
couldn’t communicate with his 
grandmother because she spoke a 
different language! But Juno 
explained to his parents that he 
understood what she said in the 
letter by looking at the items she 
sent with it. 

Pg. 
25 

Juno is so excited to receive the letter 
that he opens it right away! He sees the 
toy plane and is thinking, “I know what 
Grandma is communicating to me. She is 
coming to visit!” 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pg. 
14 

Juno was right about everything 
his grandma said! Even though he 
could not read the words she 
wrote, he still knew how to 
communicate with his 
grandmother by reading the clues 
she sent 

  

Pg. 
20 

Juno knows that he can 
communicate with his 
grandmother through pictures and 
she will understand 

  

Pg. 
23 

Grandma received Juno’s 
envelope in the mail. She is 
looking at the big leaf and Juno’s 
drawings to find out what Juno 
was trying to communicate or say. 

  

Pg. 
26 

Juno was so excited to receive 
another package from his 
grandmother.  They both realize 
they can communicate with each 
another by sending objects and 
pictures. 

  



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why couldn’t Juno read the 
words in the letter he 
received from his 
Grandmother? 

How do you know that Juno 
misses his Grandma? 

How did Juno and his 
grandma communicate even 
though they couldn’t 
understand each other’s 
language? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main 

Idea 
Sometimes people communicate in different ways but they can still understand each other. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Block Area: Introduce toy airplanes and people into the block area. Have children pretend to fly to visit 
other cities around the world.  
 
Writing Center: Provide your students with magazines, scissors, paper, envelopes and a variety of writing 
tools.  Allow them to communicate via letter with friends and family, using pictures and drawings. 
 
Social Studies: Use non-fiction books about Korea during other parts of the day, to show students what 
life is like for Juno’s grandmother.  

 
 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 


