
Inquiry Questions:  Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves and others? How can 
we use music to change the world?   

Focus Words: 
Glorious/glorioso (glohr-ee-yoh-soh): amazing, beautiful, wonderful/asombroso, maravilloso, hermoso   
Inspire/ inspirar (een-spee-rahr): to make us feel or want to do something/ algo que nos hace sentir o querer hacer algo    
Instrument/instrumento (eens-troo-mehn-toh) : something that makes sounds/ algo que hace sonido 
Sounds/sonidos (soh-nee-doh) : a noise/ el ruido  
connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): to bring together/reunir  
Joyful/alegre (ah-leh-grey) : to feel very happy/ muy feliz 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Older Toddler Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Changes to environment: 

DLL Adaptations and Support: 
Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the first language of the DLLs. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can 
help you. Even when the book is not available in the first language, a bilingual adult can talk with the child in their first language about the pictures in the 
book. Make connections between English and first language of key words in the story (and throughout the day) Learn some songs in the first languages of 
the children in your class and use them throughout the day!  Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think 
about how families might share these instruments and music with your class. Give specific focus to the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while read-
ing. Consider using props to support understanding as you read.  If you have bilingual staff who share the same language as your dual language learners, 
choose one of the extension activities for this perfect pair to do in the first language!  
  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class:                                                 Theme:_______________                                            Week of: _______________ 

Outside Reflections:  

Create puddles on different surfaces. See 

how these puddles have different reflec-

tions of our faces in them. Use a flashlight 

and see if that changes what you see in the 

puddle. Why would different surfaces and 

amounts of water change our reflections?  

 

Science/Sound/ and Sprinkle 

songs: 

 Drip water into different con-

tainers that are more or less 

filled. See what sounds the 

splashing drops make? How do 

they sound the same and 

different and why do they 

think that is?  

 Instruments:   

Across the week and all year long have a 

class set of instruments for children to 

play with, experiment with, make music 

with, dance with, and explore during 

circle, music/movement, etc. As the chil-

dren learn the different sounds that they 

can make and how they can use them to 

express themselves and connect with 

each other... and feel joy!  What glorious 

sounds! What do you think is glorious 

about the sounds?  

Family connection:  

Go for a walk in the rain OR 

share a song that cheers up 

their family.   

 

 

 
 

Circle time/SEL:  
What helps us feel better and 

find joy when things don’t go as 
we planned? What makes us feel 
glorious? Make a list of inspiring 

ideas for turning disappoint-
ments into opportunities for 

glorious/joyous fun and connec-
tion!  

Focus Books 
Singing in the Rain  
by Tim Hopgood   

Geographic Kids - Let’s 
Make Music    

 
Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

Art/Creative Expression  

Take pictures of each child’s smile 

(mouth only) and share them one by 

one. (print the pictures or show them on 

a digital device). Whose smile is this? 

After the children guess, ask the child 

who the smile belongs to: What is 

something that you enjoy that makes 

you smile?    

https://www.amazon.com/Look-Learn-Lets-Make-Music/dp/1426329911/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=let%27s+make+music+national+geographic+kids&qid=1636636660&qsid=142-5558243-7033734&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1426329911%2C1426325428%2CB07ZRL1DD9&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Look-Learn-Lets-Make-Music/dp/1426329911/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=let%27s+make+music+national+geographic+kids&qid=1636636660&qsid=142-5558243-7033734&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1426329911%2C1426325428%2CB07ZRL1DD9&srpt=ABIS_BOOK

