
Vocabulary Routine Checklist

Planning an Explicit Vocabulary Routine Checklist
Purpose: Use this checklist when planning an explicit vocabulary routine. These look-fors help ensure the 
routine is clear, intentional, and designed to support all students, including multilingual learners.

Indicator ü
Lesson Plan

• Includes pre-selected Tier 2 vocabulary words o
• Includes a student-friendly definition for each word

• Includes ideas for gestures or motions to reinforce word meaning

• Considers connections to multilingual learners’ first languages

• Includes multiple opportunities to practice and revisit each word

o
o
o
o

Resources

• Include visuals, illustrations, and/or props to support comprehension o
Additional Notes:
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Facilitating an Explicit Vocabulary Routine Checklist
Purpose: Use this checklist while facilitating an explicit vocabulary routine. These look-fors help ensure 
instruction is explicit, multimodal, and supports accurate understanding and meaningful use of the word.

Indicator ü
Teacher

• Pronounces the focus word clearly and has students pronounce the word

• Listens for and supports correct student pronunciation

• Provides a student-friendly definition

• Uses photographs, illustrations, or realia to help students visualize the word

• Uses gestures or motions are used to reinforce meaning

• Shows an anchor sentence to discuss the word’s part of speech

• Models writing the focus word

• Identifies notable or relevant morphemes and connects them to the word’s meaning

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Students

• Hear the word used in multiple contexts and settings

• Trace or write the focus word

• Have an opportunity to orally use the word (e.g., turn-and-talk, sentence frame)

• Have at least one opportunity to see or use the word in writing beyond simply writing
the word (e.g., simple sentence, label)

o
o
o

 o
Additional Notes:
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Extending an Explicit Vocabulary Routine Checklist
Purpose: Use this checklist when reinforcing words introduced in an explicit vocabulary routine. These 
look-fors help ensure students receive multiple, meaningful exposures to new vocabulary through oral 
language, reading, writing, and interactive practice.

Indicator ü
Teacher

• Facilitates oral word-engagement activities (e.g., finish-the-sentence prompts)

• Provides multiple exposures to the focus words outside the vocabulary routine (e.g., 
word sorts, games)

• Displays vocabulary word walls that include illustrated word cards

• Uses graphic organizers to help students compare, contrast, or categorize focus words 
(e.g., semantic maps, Venn diagrams)

• Revisits focus words across the week during other parts of the literacy block

o
o
o
o
o

Students

• Reference and use the vocabulary word wall during instruction or independent work

• Engage in oral language activities using the focus words (e.g., turn-and-talk, group 
discussion)

• Practice and explore the focus words during centers or small-group tasks

• Encounter or use focus words in writing tasks (e.g., simple sentences, response to 
reading)

• Encounter or use focus words in reading contexts (e.g., during read-aloud discussions)

• Highlights cognates or makes home-language connections for multilingual learners 
when applicable

o
o
o
o
o
o

Additional Notes:
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Administering Vocabulary Formative Assessments Checklist
Purpose: Use this checklist to guide the administration of vocabulary formative assessments. These look-
fors help ensure assessments capture meaningful understanding, support multilingual learners, and provide 
actionable information to inform instruction.

Indicator ü
• Assessment prompts require students to demonstrate understanding of the word’s 

meaning in context
• Assessment includes a variety of formats (e.g., example/non-example, visuals, fill-in-

the-blank, oral responses)

• Assessment includes opportunities for both oral and written vocabulary responses

• Assessment data is used to identify misconceptions and plan next instructional steps

• Assessment tasks are brief and embedded within instruction (e.g., exit slip, turn-and-
talk)

• Assessment includes appropriate supports for multilingual learners (e.g., visuals, 
cognates)

• Teacher uses student responses to provide timely, specific feedback

o

o
o
o
o

o
o

Additional Notes:




