
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Mouse Paint Author: : Ellen Stoll Walsh 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
Five Little Mice (Use your fingers to act out this finger play) Five 
little mice on the pantry floor, This little mouse peeked behind 
the door. This little mouse nibbled at the cake, This little mouse 
not a sound to make. This little mouse heard the kitten sneeze. 
“Ah Choo," sneezed the kitten, "Squeak," they all cried, And 
found a hole to run inside. 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

The name of this book is “Mouse Paint.” See these three little 
mice painting? (P)  They need to hide from the cat because cats 
eat mice. I wonder how they will hide from the cat. Let’s read 
and find out. 

Promote Language 

 

 

 

 

 
Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 
props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1-2 
Mice, Cat, White 

Piece of Paper 
  

I notice that the mice are white, and 
the paper is white, so the mice 
blend in – you cannot see them! 
The cat cannot see them even 
though he is so close to them. That 
is a very clever, or smart, way for 
the mice to hide. I’m glad the cat 

Guiding questions to consider: 
What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 
What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

can’t see them because cats like to 
eat mice! 

3-4 Mice, Jars Asleep   

5-6  Climbed  
The mice are not white anymore 
because they are covered in paint! 

7-8 Puddles  Dripped   

9-10 
Red Mouse, Yellow 

Puddle 

Stepped, Dance, 
Stirred 

 
 

11-12 Orange   

(Flip back to previous page). I’m 
thinking because the mouse’s feet 
were yellow and he stepped in a red 
puddle, the red and yellow paint 
combined, or mixed, to make a new 
color orange! When we combine, or 
mix, we can make new colors. 

13-14 
Yellow Mouse, Blue 

Puddle 
Hopped, Stirred  

  

15-16    

I’m noticing that the mice have 
different colored feet. At first, they 
were just one color, but after they 
stepped in puddles of other colors, 
the color of the puddle combined, 
or mixed, with the first color and 
made a new color. 

17,18 
Blue Mouse, Red 

Puddle 
Jumped, Danced  

 

19-20 Purple    

21-22 Soft White 

Sticky (gesture 
putting fingers 

together and then 
pulling them apart as 

if there was 
resistance) Washed 

Stiff-hard, won’t 
move 

I am noticing that they are taking a 
bath in a bowl that says “CAT.” I’m 
thinking that the mice are taking a 
bath in the bowl the cat drinks 
from. Oh no! I hope the cat doesn’t 
wake up and find them. 

23-24    

I’m thinking that the mice really like 
painting, but they didn’t like feeling 
sticky or stiff when they painted 
themselves. So, they thought it 
would be a better idea to paint 
paper instead. 

25-26 Blue, Orange    
I remember when they made new 
colors by dancing in different 



 

   
 

puddles (flip back to 9-10). Now 
they are trying to combine, or mix, 
two colors to make new colors on 
paper. This is a little bit less messy. 
I’m thinking they are having fun 
painting!  

27-28 Green, Purple    
These white mice really show up 
well on the green and purple paint. 
They don’t blend in at all! 

29    

Wow! These mice are very clever, 
or smart. Even though they painted 
most of the paper, they wanted to 
leave some white so that they could 
stand by it and blend in so that the 
cat can’t see them. 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

Say “We just read about these clever, very smart mice who were 

able to hide from the cat by blending into the white paper. 

Remember all the fun they had painting. Let’s look back at all the 

ways they combined, or mixed, colors on their fur and on paper! 

 

Encourage children to point to pictures or use key vocabulary to 
name pictures.  
 
Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and young 
toddlers. 
 
For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about events, 
characters’ actions or feelings. One example for this book could be - 
“Why didn’t the mice want the cat to find them?” 
 
Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
 
Pg. 5-6 
Pg.15-16 
Pg. 25-26 
Pg. 29  
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Blend - to be the same 
color as something, and you 
cannot be seen 
2. Clever -smart 
3. Combine - mix 
 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

               1. Blend – Mezclar (mez-clar) 
               2. Clever - Hábil (ah-beel) 
               3. Combine – Combinar (com-bee-nar) 

 

 

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 

 


