
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Cheerful/alegre (ah-leh-greh): happy/contento o feliz

Alike/similar (see-mee-lahr): something or someone that is the same/alguien o algo que se parecen  

Camouflage/camuflaje (kah-moo-flah-heh): to match what is around you/lucir igual a lo que te rodea

Change/cambiar (kahm-byahr): to make something different/hacer que algo sea o luzca diferente

Wise/sabio (sah-byoh): someone who is very smart/alguien que sabe mucho

Seasons/estaciones (ehs-tah-syohn): one of the four parts of the year (ie. Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter)/las cuatro partes del año en las que el clima cambia – 
primavera, verano, otoño e invierno

Main Idea: Even though our lives may change, finding a friend will help us through.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to 
the earth?  What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Even though our lives may change, finding a friend will help us through. Talk with your child about a special friendship that has helped you through a time of 
change. Ask your child about their friends at school. Who is kind to them? Who helps them feel cheerful? Are there friends that they have something in common 
with?
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Morning Meeting:

When doing a morning check 
on how everyone is feeling invite 
children to use focus words such 

as “cheerful” instead of “happy.” Of 
course, only if that is how they are 
truly feeling. They can also point 

out a way that they and other 
children are alike.

Art:

Using a cutout of a 
chameleon, provide various 

art materials to decorate and 
make it colorful. Make it match 

something in the classroom 
so that they can work on 

camouflage.

Outside:

Using a digital camera, have 
the children take pictures of the 

playground area and decide what 
animals could hide or camouflage 

in each environment that they 
discovered.

Family Connection:

Take a walk around the block 
and notice if there are ways 

living things in your community are 
camouflaged and hide well in their 
habitat. Talk about why that might 

help them find food and stay 
safe.Transitions:

When getting ready to 
move to a new activity or 

location ask the children what 
they think the wisest way to 

get there might be.

A Color of His Own 
by Leo Lionni

Writing:

Children can represent 
themselves in their favorite 
season and how they might 
camouflage themselves into 
what nature looks like that 

time of year.

Science:

Provide materials that represent 
the different seasons and invite 

children to sort the materials into the 
season they believe they represent. For 

example, cotton balls for winter, colorful 
leaves for fall, suns for summer, flowers for 
spring sorted on a paper labeled with four 

columns, one per season. Ask children 
to tell you why they put the objects 

where they did since there are 
many ways this can be done.


