
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddlers__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 
beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves 

and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: 

Wonderful/maravilloso (mar-ah-vee-yoh-so): so great and exciting/ algo muy bueno y emocionante 

World/mundo (moon-doh): this planet where we live/el planeta donde vivimos 

Inspire/inspirar (een-spee-rahr): to make us feel or want to do something/hacer o sentir que queremos hacer algo 

Community/comunidad (coh-moon-ee-dahd) 

Happiness/felicidad (feh-lee-see-dahd): feeling happy/ sentirse muy feliz 

Spread/extender (ehk-stehn-dair): to move something around to other places or people/mover algo a otro lugar  

Inspire/inspirar (een-spee-rahr): to make us feel or want to do something/ algo que nos hace sentir o querer hacer 

Lyrics/letra (leh-trah): words of a song/las palabras de una canción 

What changes will you make to the environment?  
 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 
 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddlers__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 
• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 
• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  
• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  
• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 
• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 

with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 
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Class: Older Toddlers                    Theme:_______________                      Week of: _______________ 

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities 

Music:  
What are ways that sounds and music 

inspire and help us? Make a playlist 
with some of your children’s families’ 

favorite songs to connect them 
throughout the day and inspire them. 

Incorporate these songs into your 
morning routine and transitions.  

Shared Writing:  
Using the Happiness board as inspiration, write a 

list titled “Happiness is” where every child 
contributes their ideas to the shared writing. Then 

together write a song to celebrate all of the 
wonderful people and world everyone shared as 
part of their happiness. You could use the tune 
from “What a Wonderful world” or “Happy” as 
inspiration for your shared song. Write out the 

lyrics and record it together. Share it with families 
along with a picture of the “Happiness Board!”  

Family/Community 
Connection:   

 
Think about people in the school 
or community or our families that 

help us. Think about ways you 
could spread happiness and thank 

them for being a part of making 
the world wonderful. 

Snack Time, Meal Time, Art: 
Notice when children are 

spreading things around! You 
could even make a snack 
together where children 

spread things. As they play, ask 
them to spread out, or spread 

out their toys, etc.   

Circle Time/SEL: 
Invite children to share “What in 

this wonderful world makes 
YOU happy?” Draw or add 

teacher-found pictures of people 
and things that make you feel 

happy. Put the pictures together 
on a special place on the wall to 
make a Happiness Board.  Visit it 

to spread joy!  

Focus Book  
What a Wonderful World!  

by Tim Hopgood  
&  

Happy  
by Pharrell Williams 

All Throughout the Week:  
Clap along to the awesome songs 

featured in these books all throughout 
the day- but especially during circle/

movement/ music time! Talk about how 
this music inspires you, makes you feel 

happiness, and that music can spread so 
much joy! 

Outdoor Play:  
Sing about the wonderful 
things that you see in the 

world. Spend time ex-
ploring all the wonderful 
things you see outside. 


