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REAL Time Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

Complex	
  Storybook	
   Annie	
  and	
  the	
  Wild	
  Animals	
  
Informational	
  Text(s)	
   Watching	
  the	
  Seasons	
  
Topic	
   What	
  happens	
  when	
  the	
  seasons	
  change?	
  
	
  

	
  

STATE:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  World	
  Knowledge	
  in	
  the	
  Form	
  of	
  a	
  Question	
  –	
  When	
  we	
  read	
  Annie	
  and	
  The	
  Wild	
  Animals,	
  I	
  wondered	
  about	
  something.	
  	
  Remember	
  
when	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  animals	
  came	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  forest	
  to	
  eat	
  the	
  corn	
  cakes	
  that	
  Annie	
  was	
  providing	
  them?	
  Then	
  later,	
  when	
  she	
  stopped	
  leaving	
  the	
  corn	
  
cakes,	
  they	
  returned	
  to	
  the	
  forest	
  (refer	
  to	
  page	
  24).	
  I	
  also	
  noticed	
  here	
  (page	
  24)	
  when	
  they	
  went	
  back	
  into	
  the	
  forest,	
  that	
  the	
  ground	
  was	
  not	
  
covered	
  with	
  snow	
  and	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  plants	
  and	
  flowers	
  growing.	
  	
  But	
  in	
  the	
  beginning	
  (refer	
  back	
  to	
  beginning	
  illustration)	
  the	
  whole	
  ground	
  was	
  
covered	
  with	
  snow	
  and	
  you	
  couldn’t	
  see	
  plants	
  and	
  flowers.	
  	
  That	
  made	
  me	
  wonder:	
  	
  What	
  happens	
  when	
  the	
  seasons	
  change?	
  I	
  couldn’t	
  find	
  any	
  
information	
  about	
  seasons,	
  but	
  I	
  did	
  find	
  this	
  informational	
  book	
  called	
  Watching	
  the	
  Seasons.	
  	
  It	
  has	
  information	
  about	
  what	
  really	
  happens	
  when	
  
the	
  seasons	
  change.	
  Maybe	
  it	
  will	
  give	
  us	
  information	
  on	
  why	
  the	
  forest	
  animals	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  go	
  back	
  into	
  the	
  woods	
  for	
  food.	
  	
  
	
  
Purpose	
  of	
  the	
  Read	
  (to	
  gain	
  world	
  knowledge)	
  –	
  Let’s	
  read	
  and	
  find	
  out	
  what	
  happens	
  when	
  the	
  seasons	
  change.	
  
	
   	
  

TEACH:	
  	
  Information	
  Related	
  to	
  Topic	
  -­‐	
  Questions	
  I	
  had:	
  	
  	
  What	
  happens	
  when	
  the	
  seasons	
  change?	
  
Page	
  #	
   Information	
  to	
  Push-­‐In	
   Text	
  Tool	
  to	
  Teach	
   	
   Vocabulary	
   Plan	
  for	
  ELs	
  
3	
   When	
  I 	
   looked	
  at	
  the	
  Table	
  of	
  Contents,	
   I 	
   found	
  the	
  topic	
  

here,	
  winter, 	
  which	
  is	
  on	
  page	
  4.	
  Let’s	
  turn	
  to	
  page	
  4	
  and	
  
see	
  what	
   it 	
  says. 	
  

Table	
  of	
  Contents	
  –	
  a	
  
l ist	
  of	
  what	
   is	
   in	
  the	
  
book	
  

	
   Frontload	
  
vocabulary:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  table	
  of	
  
contents	
  

Read	
  and	
  Explore	
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5	
   Read	
  page	
  4	
  and	
  describe	
  the	
  photograph.	
  There	
  are	
  four	
  
seasons	
  each	
  year. 	
   	
  The	
  first	
  season	
  of	
  the	
  year	
   is	
  winter. 	
  
Here	
  this	
  photograph	
  (a	
  real	
  picture)	
  shows	
  snow	
  covering	
  
the	
  ground,	
   just	
   l ike	
   in	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  story	
  Annie	
  
and	
  the	
  Wild	
  Animals	
  (refer	
  back	
  to	
  page	
  1	
   in	
  Annie	
  and	
  
The	
  Wild	
  Animals) . 	
   	
   I 	
  also	
  noticed	
  on	
  this	
  page	
  that	
  some	
  
words	
  are	
  darker	
  than	
  others. 	
  They	
  are	
  bolded.	
  Bolded	
  
words	
  are	
  words	
  that	
  are	
  very	
   important. 	
  There	
  are	
  two	
  
bolded	
  words:	
  seasons	
  and	
  winter. 	
   I 	
  am	
  thinking	
  that	
  we	
  
need	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  those	
  words	
  mean.	
   	
   	
  Let’s	
   look	
  in	
  the	
  
Glossary	
  to	
  f ind	
  out	
  what	
  those	
  words	
  mean.	
   	
   I ’ l l 	
   look	
  for	
  
the	
  Glossary	
   in	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  the	
  book.	
  

bolded	
  text	
  
photograph	
  
glossary 	
  

Seasons	
  –	
  the	
  
times	
  of	
  year	
  
that	
  have	
  
their	
  own	
  
kind	
  of	
  
weather	
  
Winter	
  –	
  the	
  
season	
  
between	
  fal l 	
  
and	
  spring	
  
when	
  it 	
   is 	
  the	
  
coldest 	
  

Frontload	
  
vocabulary:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  seasons	
  
-­‐	
  year	
  
-­‐	
  weather	
  
-­‐	
  glossary	
  

22	
   Here	
  the	
  Glossary	
  tel ls	
  us	
  the	
  definitions	
  (what	
  the	
  words	
  
mean). 	
  Page	
  22	
  
	
  
Seasons	
  –	
  The	
  times	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  that	
  have	
  their	
  own	
  kind	
  
of	
  weather.	
  
	
  
Winter	
  –	
  The	
  Season	
  between	
  fal l 	
  and	
  spring.	
   It 	
   is 	
  when	
  
the	
  weather	
   is	
  the	
  coldest. 	
  

Glossary	
   Seasons	
  –	
  The	
  
times	
  of	
  the	
  
year	
  that	
  
have	
  their	
  
own	
  kind	
  of	
  
weather.	
  
	
  
Winter	
  –	
  The	
  
season	
  
between	
  fal l 	
  
and	
  spring.	
   It 	
  
is 	
  when	
  it 	
   is 	
  
the	
  coldest	
  

	
  

6	
   Page	
  6	
  tel ls 	
   is 	
  that	
  the	
  weather	
   is	
  very	
  cold	
   in	
  the	
  winter. 	
  
In	
  some	
  places	
   it 	
  snows.	
   	
  Weather	
  means	
  how	
  hot	
  or	
  cold	
  
it 	
   is 	
  outside.	
   I 	
  am	
  thinking	
  that, 	
   in	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  
story,	
  Annie	
  and	
  the	
  wild	
  Animals , 	
   it 	
  must	
  have	
  been	
  
winter	
  (page	
  1). 	
  

Glossary	
   Weather	
  –	
  
how	
  hot	
  or	
  
cold	
  it 	
   is 	
  
outside	
  

	
  

8	
   Let’s	
  read	
  to	
  see	
  if 	
  we	
  can	
  find	
  out	
  more	
  about	
  seasons	
  
(read	
  page	
  8). 	
  This	
  page	
  tel ls	
  us	
  that	
  spring	
  is	
  the	
  next	
  
season	
  after	
  winter. 	
  So	
  spring	
  comes	
  after	
  winter,	
  and	
  it 	
  
gets	
  warmer	
  in	
  the	
  spring.	
   	
  

Glossary	
   Spring	
  –	
  the	
  
season	
  
between	
  
winter	
  and	
  
Summer	
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10	
   Let’s	
  continue	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  season	
  called	
  
spring	
  (read	
  page	
  10). 	
  Now	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  f lowers	
  bloom	
  
and	
  plants	
  grow	
  in	
  the	
  spring	
  (refer	
  back	
  to	
  Annie	
  and	
  The	
  
Wild	
  Animals, 	
  page	
  24). 	
   	
  Notice	
  how	
  the	
  snow	
  has	
  melted	
  
and	
  plants	
  and	
  trees	
  are	
  starting	
  to	
  grow.	
  The	
  plants	
  and	
  
trees	
  here	
  look	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  ones	
  here	
  in	
  this	
  photograph	
  
(page	
  8,	
  Watching	
  the	
  Seasons) . 	
   	
   I 	
  am	
  thinking	
  it 	
  must	
  be	
  
spring	
  now.	
  

photograph	
   Bloom	
  –	
  when	
  
flowers	
  open	
  
up	
  
Similar	
  –	
  al ike	
  

Frontload	
  
vocabulary:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  flowers	
  
-­‐	
  similar	
  

10	
   Now	
  that	
  we	
  read	
  this	
   information	
  book,	
   let’s	
  think	
  about	
  
what	
  we	
  have	
  learned.	
   	
  There	
  are	
  four	
  seasons	
  in	
  the	
  year. 	
  
Winter	
  comes	
  f irst. 	
  During	
  the	
  winter, 	
  there	
  are	
  not	
  as	
  
many	
  flowers	
  or	
  plants. 	
   It 	
   is 	
  very	
  cold	
  and	
  in	
  some	
  places	
  
it 	
  snows.	
  Spring	
  comes	
  next, 	
  after	
  winter. 	
  During	
  the	
  
spring,	
   it 	
   is 	
  warmer	
  and	
  flowers	
  and	
  plants	
  grow.	
   	
  Oh,	
  now	
  
I	
  understand	
  why	
  the	
  animals	
  could	
  go	
  back	
  into	
  the	
  forest	
  
for	
  food.	
  The	
  seasons	
  changed	
  from	
  winter	
  to	
  spring.	
   	
  
When	
  it 	
   is 	
  spring,	
  there	
  are	
  plenty	
  of	
  f lowers	
  and	
  plants	
   in	
  
the	
  forest	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  eat. 	
   In	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  story	
   it 	
  
was	
  winter	
  and	
  the	
  ground	
  was	
  covered	
  with	
  snow.	
  The	
  
animals	
  could	
  not	
  f ind	
  plants	
  and	
  flowers	
  to	
  eat. 	
   	
   I 	
  bet	
  
that	
   is	
  why	
  they	
  were	
  so	
  eager	
  to	
  eat	
  Annie’s	
  corn	
  cakes.	
  
But	
  when	
  the	
  season	
  of	
  winter	
  changed	
  to	
  spring.	
   	
  The	
  
f lowers	
  and	
  plants	
  began	
  to	
  grow.	
  The	
  animals	
  could	
  
return	
  to	
  the	
  forest	
  and	
  find	
  food.	
  

	
   	
   	
  

	
  

	
  

ASK:	
  	
  Question	
  Related	
  to	
  World	
  Knowledge	
  –	
  When	
  the	
  seasons	
  changed	
  the	
  animals	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  go	
  back	
  into	
  the	
  
woods	
  to	
  f ind	
  food.	
  What	
  happens	
  when	
  the	
  season	
  changes	
  from	
  winter	
  to	
  spring?	
  
	
  
Possible	
  Answers:	
   	
  
It 	
   is 	
  warmer	
  outside.	
  

Ask	
  and	
  Learn	
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Trees	
  and	
  plants	
  grow.	
  
Flowers	
  bloom.	
  
The	
  weather	
  changes.	
  
Ask	
  follow-­‐up	
  questions	
  to	
  scaffold	
  children’s	
  responses	
  and	
  lead	
  them	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  topic	
  or	
  world	
  knowledge.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

RESPOND:	
  
-­‐	
  Take	
  note	
  of	
  children’s	
   interests	
  and	
  follow	
  through/explore	
  at	
  the	
  appropriate	
  time. 	
  
-­‐ 	
  Restate	
  what	
  child	
  said	
  in	
  a	
  more	
  complex	
  sentence. 	
  
-­‐ 	
  Use	
  correct	
  syntax.	
  
-­‐ 	
  Model	
  rich	
  vocabulary.	
  
-­‐ 	
  Build	
  on	
  children’s	
  statements	
  by	
  adding	
  more	
  information. 	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
   	
  


