
 

 

Preschool Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: All about Me 
 
 
 
         
 

 

 

 

  

Try reading one book multiple times throughout the week. Focus on thinking aloud about the events the first time, characters’ emotions/feelings the second time, and then having children be 
storytellers and retell the story the third time! Plan around the anchor book to TIE these conceptual ideas across the day. Use the bubble map tool to plan engagement ideas for the week(s). 

Read 1: Before you read say, “Let’s work together to figure out what is happening in 
this story.” As you read PAT the vocabulary (use the chart on the last page to help you 
pre-plan the words you will point out using the pictures, act out, or tell children what 
it means through a child friendly definition). As you read, think aloud and talk to 
yourself, wonder about the events of the story and notice what is happening. Lift and 
define the key vocabulary for the book as much as possible during these think alouds 
and think about what that has to do with the inquiry question. 

Read 2:  Before you read tell children that you’ll be 
paying attention to the characters’ feelings, emotions, 
and thoughts in the book. As you read, again PAT 
vocabulary you pre-selected and think aloud to 
yourself about how characters feel and think. Again, 
connect to the main idea and key vocabulary through 
the think alouds as you read. 

Read 3: Have the children be storytellers. Choose 
key pages to ask open-ended questions like 
"What's happening here? How does (character) 
think/feel about that?" Support the children by 
restating and expanding on their ideas, lifting 
vocabulary, their understandings, and their 
empathy!  

AUGUST INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

WHO AM I? WHY DO I MATTER? 
  

Connected 
Reads: 
REAL time 

Anchor 
Books 

Supports for Dual Language Learners
•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even 

when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.

•Use visuals to introduce focus words. Each book has a connected focus word visual set available on the Cox Campus.
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is to make 

connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh), Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al), Brilliante/brillante (bree-yahn-tay), Compare/comparar (kohm-pah-rahr), In common/en común 
(ehn koh-moon), Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading. 
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day. 
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Ask families and use tools like Google Translate to look up words and learn how to say the focus words in other languages represented in your classroom
•Books available in Spanish: Así es mi corazón (In My Heart Spanish Edition)

After Read Alouds



 

 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to 
the book. Create or use a song or 
idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

Thunder Boy Jr 
by Sherman Alexie 

Names have 
meanings 
that make 

them unique 
and special.   

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh):  
being one of a kind/ser uno solo, que no hay 
más de lo mismo 
 
Meaning/ significado (seeg-nee-fee-kah-doh): 
why something matters, the story behind it/   
la idea de algo, lo que importa 
 
Wonder/preguntarse (preh-goon-tahr-seh):  
to ask questions/hacerse preguntas, 
preguntarse por cosas que pasan 
 
Prefer/preferir (pref-eh-rear): to want 
something over something else/querer algo 
sobre otra cosa 
 
Disappointed/decepcionar (deh-sehp-syoh-
nahr):to feel sad because things did not work o
ut like you wanted them to/estar triste cuando 
las cosas no salen como queremos   
 

Where Is ___?  
Where is [child’s name]?  
Where is [child’s name]? 

There [he/she] is.  
There [he/she] is.  

How are you today?  
How are you today? _____ 
(Wait for child to answer)  
Yes, you are. Yes, you are. 

 
(to the Tune of  

Where is Thumbkin) 
 

R1 State: The title of this book is Thunder Boy Jr. When there is a Jr. 
after a name that usually means the father has that name too. I see a 
little boy standing on his dad’s shoulders looking and reaching up 
towards the sky. It looks like they have the same haircut and are both 
looking at the lightning in the sky.  I wonder how the little boy and the 
father might be the same and different. Let’s read to find out!  
 
R1 Ask: How was Thunder Boy Jr. similar to and different from his 
father?  
 
 
R2 State: Remember we read Thunder Boy Jr. I remember that the 
little boy thought a lot about what he wanted his name to be, and he 
had strong feelings about it. I wonder how he felt and thought about 
his name. Let’s read to find out! 
 
R2 Ask: How did Thunder Boy Jr. think and feel about his name?  
 
 
R3 State: We have read this story called Thunder Boy Jr. several times 
now.  Let’s read it again, and I want you to be the storytellers. I 
wonder why Thunder Boy Jr. wants to change his name? Let’s read 
and find out! 
 
R3 Ask: Why did Thunder Boy Jr. want to change his name? 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to 
the book. Create or use a song or 
idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
Beautiful, 

Wonderful, 
Strong Little Me   

by Hannah 
Carmona Dias  

 

Be proud of 
who you 

are; you are 
unique and 
special in 
your own 

way. 
 
 

 

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh):  
being one of a kind/ser uno solo, que no hay 
más de lo mismo 
 
Proud/orgulloso(a) (ohr-goo-yoh-soh):  
happy with yourself/feliz contigo mismo 
  
Reflection/reflejo (reh-fleh-hoh): 
to see yourself like in a mirror/verse en un 
espejo o en el agua 
 
Courageous/valiente (bal-ee-N-tay):  
brave and feeling very sure of yourself/ 
sentirse muy seguro de si mismo 
 
Brilliant/brillante (bree-yahn-tay):  
very smart/ alguien que es muy inteligente  
 

To the tune of Frere Jacques: 
I am beautiful 

I am wonderful 
I am strong 
I am strong 

Come on everybody 
Come on everybody 

Sing along 
Sing along 

 
 

 
 

Tune In- Play song “What I 
am” by Will. I. Am or Play 

video of song “What I Am” by 
Will. I . Am 

Sesame Street: Will.i.am Sings 
"What I Am" 

 

R1 State: This book is called Beautiful, Wonderful, Strong Little Me. I 
notice that this little girl knows she is beautiful, wonderful, strong, and 
unique, or one of a kind! I wonder how she is unique.  Let’s read to 
find out. 
 
R1 Ask: How is the little girl unique? 
 
 
R2 State: Remember this story.  In it the little girl uses a lot of words 
that describe her and how unique and special she is.  I wonder how 
she feels about that.  Let’s read to find out how she thinks and feels 
about herself. 
 
R2 Ask: How does she feel and what does she think about herself and 
how does it change through the story?  
 
 
R3 State: We’ve read this story called Beautiful Wonderful, Strong 
Little Me before. This time, let’s read it again and I want you to be the 
storytellers. I wonder how she feels about being unique. Let’s read 
and find out.   
 
R3 Ask: Why does she feel proud of being unique?  
 
 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnGLFdRIwac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnGLFdRIwac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnGLFdRIwac
https://youtu.be/cyVzjoj96vs
https://youtu.be/cyVzjoj96vs


 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to 
the book. Create or use a song or 
idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

Same, Same but 
Different 

by Jenny Sue 
Kostecki-Shaw 

Everyone in 
the world 

has special 
lives that 

are unique 
and 

different. 

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh):  
being one of a kind/ser uno solo, que no hay 
más de lo mismo 
 
Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al):  
being one of a kind/ser diferente de otras 
cosas 
 
Compare/comparar (kohm-pah-rahr):  
noticing how two things are the same or 
different/fijarse en cómo si dos cosas se 
parecen o son diferentes 
 
In common/en común (ehn koh-moon):  
having something that is the same as someone 
else/tener algo que es igual a otra persona  
 
Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh):  
not the same/que no es lo mismo  

My friend is Different and So 
Am I! 

 
My friend is different and so am I, 

so am I, so am I.  
My friend is different and so am I.  

We like to play together. 
 

Our differences make us fun, 
make us fun, make us fun.  

Our differences make us fun  
and we like to play together. 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=gO6FhOrbYIE 

(to the tune of London 
Bridges Falling Down) 

 
Amigos, Amigos (Friends, 

Friends)   
 

Amigos amigos uno dos tres,  
Todos mis amigos están aquí.  
Tu eres mi amigo, tu eres mi 

amigo,  
Tu eres mi amigo, tu eres mi 

amigo.  
Amigos, amigos, uno dos tres,  
Todos mis amigos están aquí.  

 
Friends, friends, 1,2,3  

All my friends are here with 
me  

You’re my friend, you’re my 
friend, you’re my friend, 

you’re my friend  
Friends, friends, 1,2,3  

All my friends are here with 
me 

R1 State: I notice that there are two children on the front of this book, 
but they look different. The illustrator also drew them so that they are 
looking at things differently.  The name of the story is Same, Same but 
Different.  I wonder what is same and what is different in the story. 
Let’s read and find out. 

 
R1 Ask: How are Elliot and Kailash the same and different?  
 
 
R2 State: I remember from the last time we read this story that Elliot 
and Kailash send letters and pictures back and forth to each other. 
Elliot learns about Kailash’s life in India and Kailash learns about 
Elliot’s life in the United States. I wonder how they are feeling as they 
get to know each other. Let’s see! 
 
R2 Ask: How do they feel as they get to know each other? 
 
 
R3 State: We have read this book about Elliot and Kalish a few times 
now. You can help me to tell the story this time. I wonder why these 
boys enjoy writing to each other.  
 
R3 Ask: Why do these boys enjoy writing to each other?  
 

 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gO6FhOrbYIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gO6FhOrbYIE


 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
Brick by Brick 

by Heidi Woodward 
Sheffield 

 

Doing things for 
and with the 

people we love  
makes us proud 
of who we are. 

 
 
 

Dream/sueño (sweh-nyoh):  
a strong hope to do something or 
become someone/sentir ganas 
inmensas de hacer algo o de 
convertirnos en algo 
 
Thankful/agradecido(a) (ah-grah-
deh-see-doh): noticing and 
appreciating the good things in your 
life/darse cuenta y apreciar las 
cosas buenas que tenemos en la 
vida 

 
Enjoy/Disfrutar (dis-frew-tar):  
to really like something/ 
cuando te gusta algo mucho   

 
Hardworking/trabajador(a) (trah-
bah-ha-door): someone who works 
hard/una persona que trabaja muy 
duro  
 
Proud/orgulloso(a) (ohr-goo-yoh-
soh): happy with yourself, feeling 
really happy for something good 
that you have done, or about 
something good someone you love 
has done/feliz contigo mismo, 
sentirse realmente feliz por algo 
bueno que has hecho, o por algo 
bueno que alguien a quien quieres 
ha hecho  

 
 

 

When I build my house sing along 
- https://youtu.be/4ov yH9pg2Tw 

 
My Little House (Sung to the tune 

of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star)  
 

I'm going to build a little house  
With windows wide and bright.  
With chimney tall and curling, 

smoke rising out of sight.  
In winter when the snowflakes 

fall  
Or when I hear a storm,  

I'll go and sit inside my house  
Where I'll be snug and warm. 

R1 State: The title of this story is Brick by Brick. I notice that there is a 
little boy on the shoulders of a man. They both look happy, and the 
boy is wearing a hard hat, like people wear when they are working 
around big machines or buildings. I wonder what the little boy and 
the man do together and what it has to do with bricks or building 
materials. Let’s read and find out. 
 
R1 Ask: How did the dad surprise his little boy?  
 
 
R2 State: I remember from the last time we read this story the little 
boy was dreaming of a home for his family and his father worked 
hard and surprised him with a house for his family! I wonder how the 
little boy feels when his dad surprised him with their house. Let’s see! 
 
R2 Ask: How did the little boy feel when his dad surprised him with 
the house?  
 
 
R3 State: We've read this story called Brick by Brick before. This time, 
let's read it again and I want you to be the storytellers. I wonder why 
it was so special for the dad to build the house. Let's read and find 
out.  
 
R3 Ask: Why was it so special for the dad to build the house? 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few other beautiful books we think you would love to add to your library in the future! 

             

 

 
Teacher-Selected 
Words to PAT 
with page number 

PAT to Teach and Uplift Vocabulary 
Point 

 to illustrations in 
the book  

Act 
out words whose meaning can be shown 

through action or facial expression 

Tell 
The meaning of words that need to be defined in order to understand the story (use a child-friendly 

definition) 
Thunder Boy 
Junior 

Wild orca Whisper, climbed, chase Nickname: another name people might use 
Fancy: 
Secret- something not everyone knows 
Wonder (noun): something really great 
Garage sales 

Beautiful, 
Wonderful, 
Strong Little Me 

 Exclaiming, splash, swish, twirl Confident: believing in yourself 
Mysterious: something not everyone knows or understands 
 

Same, Same But 
Different 

Peacock, 
umbrella, 
spiral, brick, river, 
oceans, alphabet 

Climb, flows, giant Mailed: to write something and put it in the mail for someone else to get it 
Yoga:  a way to move your body and use your breath that helps you feel calm and strong 

Brick by Brick  Strong, rumbling, plant Brick: a small rectangular block used to build things  
Shovel: a tool used for digging holes or moving things  
Fade: someone or something has started to disappear 
Bricklayer: a person whose job is to use bricks to build things 
Glistening: shiny 
Rough: not smooth 


	Here are a few other beautiful books we think you would love to add to your library in the future!

