
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Infants and Young Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 

 

Infant/Young Toddler Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections:  Family 
                            

 

 

 

                                                                                         

SEPTEMBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A FAMILY? WHO IS SPECIAL TO ME? 

Supports for Dual Language Learners

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language (reads should ideally be one on one or with two to three children). Consider how 
bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures 
in their first language. 

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story. One helpful support for dual language learners is to make connections between 
words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language.
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Baby/bebé (beh-beh), Mommy/mami (mah-me), Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 

After Read Alouds

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the story. 
“Let’s turn the 
page and see 
what happens 

next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or 

use key 
vocabulary to 

name pictures.

Summarize after 
reading the story 
by returning to 
important ideas 

in the book, 
asking questions, 

and modeling 
answers.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + 

Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for 
infant/young toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in 
playful and loving interactions and capture the 
child’s/ children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Besos for Baby 
by Jen Arena 

 
Baby/bebé (beh-beh) 
Mommy/mami (mah-me) 
Daddy/papi (pah-pee) 
Kisses/besos (beh-sohs) 
Love/amor (ah-mohr) 
 
PAT 
P: baby, mommy, daddy, doggy, 
kitty, flowers, world, butterfly A: 
kisses, tickles, giggles 

 
I love you (name). 

Oh, yes I do. 
I love you (name), 
Oh yes, it’s true. 

When you’re not with me I miss you! 
Oh, (name), I love you! 

Yes, I do! 
 
(To the tune of “We love you, Conrad”) 

 
You know, so many people 
love you. This is a story 
about a baby who is loved, 
just like you. It is called 
Besos for Baby. Let’s read 
and find out who Baby 
meets and gets kisses from 
as she explores the world.  

 
We just read about a baby who, like 
you, is so loved by people and by the 
world and is kissed all along her 
journey. Let’s look back and see who 
she met and who kissed her! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families (Babies 
Everywhere) 

by Star Bright Books 

 
Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah): 
group of people who take care of 
and love each other/ grupo de 
personas que se cuidan y se 
aman 
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-
teer): give things to others/ dar 
nuestras cosas a otros 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): 
doing things with others/ hacer 
cosas con otros 
  
PAT 
P: kisses, laugh, share, rides, 
bath, naps A: kisses, laugh, 
swimming, nap 

 
The Barney Song 

I love you. You love me. 
We’re a happy family. 
With a great big hug 

and a kiss from me to you. 
I know that you love me too! 

 
 

 
This book is all about 
families that are different, 
but still do many of the 
same things. I wonder what 
we will notice about these 
families that are the same 
and different from what we 
do in our families! Let’s 
check them out and see 
what we might have in 
common and how we might 
also be different.   

 
We just read about families and 
what they do. Let’s look back and 
see how these families are the same 
and how they are different from 
each other. I notice that in every 
type of family, parents and babies 
love each other and have fun 
together! 

  



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for infant/young 
toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children 
in a playful and loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory statement. 

 

 
 

Upsy Daisy Baby 
by Susan Hughes 

 
Carry/cargar (kahr-gahr): lift up/ mover 
algo de un lado a otro 
Lift up/levantar (leh-bahn-tahr): pick 
up/ levanter 
Safe/Seguro(a) (seh-goo-roh): feeling 
taken care of/ sentirse cuidado(a) 
  
Additional vocabulary for teachers 
learning Spanish:   
Up/arriba (ah-ree-bah)  
Love/amor (ah-mohr) 

 
To tune in, have a baby doll for each 
child. Give them each a baby doll or 
allow them to carry their dolls over 
to the reading area (for younger 
toddlers). Say “Upsy-daisy, baby, 
(Child’s name) is rocking their baby!” 

 
Look at this book, Upsy-
Daisy Baby. I see a baby 
being carried by his big 
sister. All around the world 
babies are carried! Let’s see 
how the babies in this book 
are carried by people who 
love them- just like you are 
carrying your baby now!   
 

 
We just read about babies who are 
carried by people who love them. 
Let’s look back and see if we can 
carry our babies this way too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carry Me 
by Rena D. Grossman 

 
Carry/cargar (kahr-gahr): lift up/ mover 
algo de un lado a otro 
Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah): group of 
people who take care of and love each 
other/ grupo de personas que se cuidan 
y se aman 
Safe/seguro(a) (seh-goo-roh): feeling 
taken care of/ sentirse cuidado(a) 
 
PAT 
P: carry, front, back, sling, pack, basket 
A: carry, holding baby closely T: pack: 
bag that carries a baby; sling: a piece of 
fabric for carrying a baby 

 
Fingerplay: 
“Up, Up, Up!” (hands way up)  
Says the baby, (pretend to rock the 
baby) 
“High like the moon or kite.” (make 
a circle with your hands in the sky 
and change it to a diamond and ‘fly’ 
it around). 
Families carry their babies (pretend 
to carry and rock a baby in any of the 
ways babies are carried) 
All through the day and the night! 
(day – jazz hands, night- pretend to 
sleep). 

 
Look at this book, Carry Me. 
I see a baby being carried 
by his mom, and this mom 
is using a sling.  All around 
the world babies are 
carried! Let’s see how the 
babies in this book are 
carried by people who love 
them- just like we carry 
you! 

 
We just read about families that 
carry babies in different ways. 
Families always make sure their 
babies feel safe, warm, and 
comfortable. Let’s look back and see 
some of the ways these babies were 
carried by people who love them! 

 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Besos for Baby
Baby/bebé (beh-beh)
Mommy/mami (mah-me)
Daddy/papi (pah-pee)
Kisses/besos (beh-sohs)
Love/amor (ah-mohr)

Families (Babies Everywhere)
Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah): group of people who take care of and love each other/ grupo de personas que se cuidan y se aman
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/ dar nuestras cosas a otros
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): doing things with others/ hacer cosas con otros

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Ask families about their family members. What names do they call their family members (Mommy/Mami/Mama; Grandpa/Granddaddy/Abuelo; etc.) Ask families 
to send in pictures of their families to display around the classroom. 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Besos for Baby & Families (Babies Everywhere): Baby/bebé (beh-beh), Mommy/mami (mah-me), Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Block 
Area: 

Invite children to play with 
small play people in the block 

area. Have conversations with the 
child as they play. See what focus 

words you can use.

Song/
Fingerplay:

I love you (name). 
Oh yes I do. I love you 

(name), oh yes it’s true. When 
you’re not with me I miss 

you, oh (name), I love you! 
(yes I do!- kissing sound!) 

Morning 
Transition: 

During drop off greet 
the children by saying their 

name. When the family member 
departs, encourage the children 

to say goodbye and include: “Bye 
mommy/daddy/grandpa, I will 

have a great day at school.”

Family 
Connection:

Ask families to bring in 
pictures of their families. Post 

pictures in the classroom at eye level/
close to floor level for infants. Point to 
pictures and name each family member 
(Baby, Mommy, Daddy, etc.)  Encourage 

children to blow kisses to their family 
members and send love to the pictures 

of their family during the day.

Art:

Handprint Family 
Tree - Paint each child’s 

hand and help them to create a 
handprint. After it dries, write the 
child’s name in the middle and the 

name of each family member on the 
fingers. Cut the handprints out and 

use it has the leaves on a tree.

*You can also count the fingers 
on the artwork.

Besos for Baby
by Jen Arena

&
Families: Babies Everywhere

 by Star Bright Books



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Upsy Daisy Baby
Carry/cargar (kahr-gahr): lift up/ mover algo de un lado a otro
Lift up/levantar (leh-bahn-tahr): pick up/ levanter
Safe/seguro(a) (seh-goo-roh): feeling taken care of/ sentirse cuidado(a)

Carry Me
Carry/cargar (kahr-gahr): lift up/ mover algo de un lado a otro
Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah): group of people who take care of and love each other/ grupo de personas que se cuidan y se aman
Safe/seguro(a) (seh-goo-roh): feeling taken care of/ sentirse cuidado(a)

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Ask families how they carry babies in their family/culture and think about how families might show those different ways to your class. Can they send a photo or 
video? Could they carry their baby that way to class one morning?

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Carry Me: Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Outdoor:

As you transition 
outside or while you are 

outside, ask a child to carry 
something for you. “Can you 

please carry this ball for me?” 
You can also say to your younger 
infants,”Let me carry you so that 

you can see all the leaves on 
the trees.”

Dramatic 
Play: 

Have baby dolls and various 
pieces of fabric that can be 

used as slings/carriers available 
for children to explore with. You 

can demonstrate and say how you 
are making the baby feel safe and 

comfortable. “This baby feels 
safe and comfortable when 

I ...”

Song/
Fingerplay:

“Up, Up, Up!” (hands way up) 

Says the baby, (pretend to rock the 
baby)

“High like the moon or kite.” (make a circle 
with your hands in the sky and change it to a 

diamond and ‘fly’ it around).

Families carry their babies (pretend to carry 
and rock a baby in any of the ways babies 

are carried)

All through the day and the night! 
(day – jazz hands, night- 

pretend to sleep).

Transition/
Routines: 

Engage with children during 
routines and transitions. When 

you pick a child up, say- “I will carry 
you to the ___”. I will hold you close 

so that you can feel safe”. During 
naptime, you can ask the child if he/

she is comfortable as you help 
them prepare for a nap. 

Family 
Connection:

Look through your phone 
or photo albums of your child 
with family. Name the people 
in each picture who love your 
baby and keep them safe and 

comfortable.

Art:

Tape contact paper (sticky 
side up) on the table. Have 

cutouts of different families (or their 
own families) available. Encourage each 
child to place the cutouts on the contact 
paper. Talk about the family each child 
selects. “Who are the people in this/

your family?”

Upsy Daisy Baby
by Susan Hughes

&
Carry Me

 by Rena D. Grossman


