
 

 
TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Let’s Work: Mexican Folk Art Trabajos 
in English and Spanish (first concepts in Mexican Folk Art, 6)  

Author: by Cynthia Weill and the Master Artisans of 
Chigmecatitlán 
 

Possible Inquiry Question: How can my community work together to help everyone?  
Possible Themes: community, community helpers 

Tune-In Example 
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the 
book? 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

We are all connected in our community. 
Everyone is working to help others and help me!  
We’re connected to each other- yes we are- it’s true. 
We all work together to help others and help you! 
 

Our book today is called “Let’s Work.” This book has 
amazing artwork with people doing so many different 
jobs people to help others in their community. I see 
two taxis on the front, cars that help people get where 
they need to go in the community. I wonder what jobs 
people in this book have help and ways that they help 
each other? Let’s read and find out! 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language  
2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and props.        
3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

  



 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

1-2 

Painting, Paintbrush, 
Paints, Balloons 

(Fish/Donkey, Bee, 
Giraffe) 

Paint 

Community: people 
who live in the same 

place and help and take 
care of each other 

Wow, these are people who create beauty 
by painting and offer joy with balloons. 

Paintings and balloons both make me feel 
so happy! These community helpers bring 

joy to others in their community! 

3-4 

Cowboy, Cowgirl, 
Equestrian,  

Lasso/Lariat, 
Jumping horse 

Jumping 
Equestrian: someone 
who rides a horse in a 
race or competition 

These people work with animals, with cows 
and horses! They can ride horses for work 

on a farm or for entertainment, fun for 
others to watch. Look, these people have a 

lasso or lariat to use as a wrote to catch 
cows. The one is jumping with his horse. 

5-6 

Clown, Dancer, Bike, 
Face paint, Red nose, 

Ballerina, Dance 
shoes, Tutu 

Dance like a 
ballerina 

Clown: a person who 
dresses up and does 
tricks to make others 

laugh 

These people have jobs that are creative, 
they make things up, and entertaining, they 
are fun to watch. The clowns are funny and 
do tricks to make people laugh. The dancer 
moves her body with the music. These jobs 
help others in the community by bringing 
joy to the people who do the work and to 
the people they entertain, who have fun 

watching them!  

7-8 Gardener, Flowers, 
Scissors 

Grow, Cut, Cut 
hair 

Gardeners: grow food 
and flowers and plants 

Hair dressers: cut 
people’s hair 

These people have jobs that help the 
community by taking care of things that 
keep growing.  The gardener helps take 

care of and grow plants to bring food and 
beauty to the community. The hair dresser 
helps people by cutting their hair when it 

grows, so they can see and their hair is not 
in their face. Both of these jobs are 

creative, they make things feel and look 
healthier and better. These people are 

helpful to others in the community! 

9-10 Nurse, Doctor, 
Stethoscopes  Stethoscope; a tool to 

listen to our heart 

The nurses and doctors in our community 
are people who have jobs that help by 

keeping us healthy and safe. They work 
hard to help people who feel well stay well 

and help everyone who is sick be well 
again. 

11-12 Chef, Waiter, 
Waitress  

Chef; bakes and cooks 
the food at a restaurant 

Waiter and waitress 

These people help the community by 
creating food and bringing it to people. It 
makes us happy to have delicious food to 

eat that makes us strong and healthy. 



 

bring food to us at a 
restaurant 

13-14 Bikes, Boxer bike  
These people have jobs doing a sport that 
also entertains people. Others have fun 

watching them do their sports. 

15-16 Builder, Saw, 
Electrician, Wire   

Electrician: the person 
who makes energy 

come to buildings so 
we have lights and our 

machines work 

These people help repair- or make- 
buildings for us to live and work in. 

Without these people, we wouldn’t have 
safe buildings to be inside or lights to see 
with! Their work helps our community! 

17-18 Teacher, Librarian Reading a book 

Librarian; someone 
who lends you books to 

read and then you 
return them for others 

to read 

These people help our community by 
teaching us, helping us learn, and giving us 
interesting and helpful things to read. They 

help so many people in our community 
every day! 

19-20 

Photographer,  
Camera, Musicians, 

Tuba, Violin, 
Cymbals, Saxaphone, 

Trumpet, Drum, 
French horn  

Pretend to take a 
picture and to 

make music with 
instruments 

 

These people have creative jobs taking 
pictures to help us see our world 

differently and making music to bring us 
joy! These jobs make so many people 

happy and also bring joy and happiness to 
the people who have these jobs! 

21-22 Soccer player, Soccer 
ball, Jockey Kicking, riding Jockey: a person who 

rides a horse in a race 

These people are athletes who entertain 
other people who have fun watching their 

sport. 

23-24 

Fisherman or 
Fisherwoman, Net, 
Boat, Fish, Man and 
Woman working on 

a computer 

Fish, Type  

These people have very different jobs. One 
of them helps people and works on a boat 
in the water catching fish for people to eat. 

The other people are working at a 
computer. They create, repair, and make 

things happen too, but it is usually less wet.  

25-26 

Taxi drivers, Taxi 
cars, Fire fighters, 

Hoses, Red 
protective suits 

 
Taxi: a car that you can 
ride in if you need to go 

somewhere 

Taxi drivers and fire fighters both travel to 
places where people need their help. 
People need taxi drivers to take them 

someplace they need to go. People in the 
community need fire fighters to put out 

fires and help people stay safe.  

27-28 
Baseball player, 

Soccer player, Biker, 
Boxer, Equestrian 

 

Athletes: people who 
are in a sport and 

entertain others who 
have fun watching 

them play 

We have seen many of these athletes 
already in the book. They entertain other 

people who have fun watching them hit or 
kick a ball, ride a bike or a horse, or 

compete with others who are also strong. 

29-30 
Point out all of the 
jobs people in the 
community have  

 
Work: ways that we 

help others and 
ourselves 

There are so many different jobs and things 
to do in our community that are helpful, 
entertaining, fun, and creative. It is so 



 

important that we have each other to help 
our community! We need each other! 

  



 

Summarize (after you read) 
How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about so many jobs people in the 
community can have to help each other. Let’s look back and 
think about what it means to be a community and how each 
job helps and takes care of people in the community!”  

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key vocabulary 
to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and 
young toddler 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about 
events, characters’ actions or feelings. One example for this 
book would be “Which of these jobs do you think would be 
exciting for you? Why? How does that job help others in the 
community? How would you feel if you had that job?”) 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting language (honor 
all attempts to communicate, in any language). 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
 
Pg. 7-8 
Pg. 11-12 
Pg. 15-16 
Pg. 19-20 
Pg. 29-30 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Create – to make 

Repair – to fix 

Entertain- to do something that 
makes other people feel happy 

Connected- everyone matters 

Joy- happiness and hope that 
lasts 

 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 
What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book 
with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 
____________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like 
Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom: 
1. Create/crear (cray-ar)- to make   
1. Repair/reparar (re-par-ar)- to fix   
2. Entertain/ entretener (en-tray-ten-air) -to do something that makes other people feel happy  
3. Connected/conectado (coh-nec-tah-doh)- everyone matters   
4. Joy/gozo (go-zo) happiness and hope that lasts  

 
Additional support words for teachers learning Spanish  

1. Community/comunidad (coh-moon-ee-dahd)- people who live near each other and help take care of each other 
2. Neighborhood/el vecindario (be-sin-dar-ee-oh) 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book: Perfect Pair recommendation: Quinito’s Neighborhood, Ina Cumpiano  

 Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 
*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 



 

 


