
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Mittens on My Hands (to the tune of 
Wheels on the Bus) The mittens on my hands, keep me warm, keep me warm, keep me, warm. The mittens on 
my hands, keep me warm, all winter long! 
Story Title: A Hat for Minerva Louise              Author: Janet Morgan Stoeke 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: Minerva Louise is in 
the snow, talking to her friends. It 
looks like she is asking a question. I 
wonder if she is looking for something 
and why she is outside in the snow. 
Let’s read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: We know Minerva 
Louise was determined to find warm 
clothes. I wonder how she felt while 
she was searching for them. Let’s read 
and find out?  

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I want you to help 
me tell it. I wonder why Minerva 
Louise was so determined to find 
warm clothes. Let’s read and find out.  

Main Idea: If we want something badly enough, we will keep trying until we find it.  

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 
Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Minerva Louise, snow   

Pg. 3 Hens Head tucked under wing  

Pg. 4   Explore- to go out and find new things 

Pg. 6 Minerva Louise shaking Shivering Shivering- shaking from the cold 

Pg. 7 Scarecrow, sheep Searching  Searching- to look for something 

Pg. 8   
Scarf- a piece of cloth you wrap around your neck 
to keep warm 

Pg. 9 Water hose   

Pg. 10 Gloves   

Pg. 11 Flowerpot   

Pg. 13 Boot  Heavy- weighs too much to pick up 

Pg. 15 Fluffy white ‘hats’  Fluffy- looks big and fat 

Pg. 16 Hat   

Pg. 18   Perfect- just right 

Pg. 19 Mittens  
Mittens- clothing you wear on your hands to keep 
them warm 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
 
1. Determined- to keep working at something until you get what you want; to not give up 
2. Proud- feeling happy and pleased about something you have done 
3. Discover- to find  
4. Confused- not able to understand what is happening 
5. Frustrated- feeling upset when you keep trying to do something and it doesn’t work 

 
 



 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg.  2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 4 

Minerva Louise is so excited about 
the snow that she is going to go out 
into the cold to explore. She’s not 
going to stay with her head tucked 

under her wing like her friends.  

Pg. 1 
I notice that Minerva Louise is smiling. 
She must be excited that it is snowing 

outside.  

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 1 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 5 
Pg.  6 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 10 
Pg. 12 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 22 

Pg. 6 
I notice that Minerva Louise is 

shivering. She must be really, really 
cold.  

Pg. 5 
I’m thinking Minerva Louise must like the 

snow, while her friends prefer to stay 
inside.  

Pg. 7 
I see that her friends have on warm 
clothes. I wonder if she is going to 

search for warm clothes for herself.  
Pg. 6 

I notice that Minerva Louise is shivering 
because it is so cold outside. I’m thinking 

she might need some warm clothes.  

Pg. 9 

I’m thinking that Minerva Louise is 
confused. She is mistaking the 

garden hose that sprays water for a 
scarf! 

Pg. 7 

I notice that Minerva Louise’s friends 
have on warm clothes. I wonder if she 

will find something warm so she can play 
in the snow too.  

Pg. 10 
Minerva Louise thinks the gloves 
are for her feet. She thought they 

looked like shoes, but they are not.  
Pg. 13 

I’m thinking Minerva Louise is confused 
about which items are warm clothing. I 

wonder if she is getting frustrated 
because she cannot find what she wants.  

Pg. 12 

I’m thinking Minerva Louise is 
confused again. She thinks the 

flowerpot is a hat! It’s really used 
for growing plants. I think she may 

be getting frustrated- nothing is 
working to keep her warm.  

Pg. 14 
 

Minerva Louise keeps searching for 
warm clothes. She must be determined to 

find them. 

Pg. 14 

Minerva Louise is still searching for 
warm clothes. She is determined to 
find some, but she does not see all 
of the warm clothes hanging on the 

hook abover her! 

Pg.16 

Minerva Louise notices the hat the 
snowman is wearing. She is thinking that 
is exactly what she needs to stay warm. 

She is wondering where he got it.  

Pg. 15 
Minerva Louise thinks the piles of 
snow on top of things are fluffy 

white hats.  
Pg. 19 

Minerva Louise finally discovered a hat! 
She is confused at first because she can’t 

figure out how to wear the ‘hat’.  

Pg. 19 

Minerva Louise thinks that she 
discovered a hat to wear, but it is 

not two hats. It is a set of two 
mittens connected by a string. She 

does not know that they are 
mittens.  

Pg. 21 

I’m thinking Minerva Louise is proud of 
herself for finding warm clothes because 
she was determined and did not give up. 
Now she can go outside and play in the 

snow all day with her friends.  

Pg. 21 

Minerva Louise finally discovers 
mittens she can use for warm 
clothes. She looks so proud of 

herself for finding them.  

  



 

Pg. 22 
Now Minerva Louise can stay 

outside and play because she has 
warm clothing.  

  

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

**Cut dotted 

lines 

What was Minerva Louise 
searching for? Why? 
 

How did Minerva Louise feel 
when she was searching for 
warm clothes? 

Why did Minerva Louise continue 
to search for warm clothes even 
though it was difficult? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  
 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 

 Using proper grammar & syntax 

 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea If we want something badly enough, we will keep trying until we find it.  

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).  For 
Example:   
 
Dramatic Play: Provide children with winter clothes to practice putting on and taking off. It’s okay if they 
get confused about how to wear things, like Minerva Louise! 
 
Writing Center: Have children write and draw about what they would like to do outside in the snow.  
 
Small Groups: Practice sorting and classifying by having children sort clothing (or pictures of clothing) into 
groups based on what season you could wear them in.  

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. Learn 
more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 
Campus. 
 
 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words? A connected Focus Word Visual set 

resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

 
1.Determined: decidido (des-see-dee-dough) 
2.Proud: orgulloso (or-gew-yo-so) 
3.Discover: descubrir (des-coo-breer) 
4.Confused: confundido (con-foon-dee-dough) 
5.Frustrated: frustrado (frus-trah-dough) 
 

Props: Be creative and use items you have that will help children understand the story. Suggestions: 
plastic chicken, mittens, gloves, a boot, a warm snow hat (like in the story). 


