
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: The Very Busy Spider Author:  Eric Carle 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
Old McDonald Had a Farm  
 
“Old McDonald had a farm,   
E, I , E, I , O. 
And on that farm he had a pig,   
E, I, E, I , O .  
With an oink, oink, here,   
And an oink, oink there,  
Here an oink, there an oink, everywhere an oink, oink.   
Old McDonald had a farm, E, I, E, I , O!”   
 
Continue to add animals and sounds (cow, sheep, horse, chicken 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  
The name of this book is “The Very Busy Spider.” This spider is 
working very hard to build a web at the farm where she lives. Let’s 
read and find out what other animals she sees on the farm, while 
she is constructing, building, her web.” 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 

 Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 
happens next.”  

Adaptations for DLL:   
1. Introduce the book in home, or first, language first, 2. Provide visual cues (pictures, prop, etc.), 3. Translate key vocabulary 
in children’s home language and make connections between home, or first, language throughout the story whenever possible. 
4. Refer to page 3 for DLL planning information 
 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1,2  
Spider, Fence Post, Web 

Thread 
Wind (blow softly) Silky - soft 

I see this spider has found a great place 
to build, or construct, her web. A web 

Guiding questions to consider: 

 What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 

 What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

is where a spider lives and catches its 
food. 

3,4 Horse, Spider, Web 
Neigh, Ride (bounce up 

and down) 
Spinning – making 

her web 

The spider didn’t answer the horse. I’m 
thinking that she is so determined to 
build her web that she won’t stop to do 
anything. She is not going to give up! 

5,6 Cow, Spider, Web 
Moo (make sound), 

Didn’t answer (shake 
head) 

 
 

7,8 Sheep, Spider, Web Baa, Didn’t Answer Bleated – said 
I see that the spider doesn’t want to 
run with the sheep. She’s very busy 
constructing, or building, her web. 

9,10 Goat, Spider, Web 
Jump, Maa, Didn’t 

Answer 
 

Look at the spider’s web – it’s getting 
so big! She is working so hard. She is so 
determined to build that web – she 
won’t give up! She won’t even answer 
when the goat wants her to go jump 
with him! 

11,12 Pig, Spider, Web Grunt, Didn’t Answer   

13,14 Dog, Spider, Web Bark, Didn’t Answer  

I see this fly, right by the dog’s head. I 
remember this fly from other pages. I 
wonder why it’s flying around. Let’s 
read and find out. 

15,16 Cat, Spider, web, Fly Meow, Didn’t Answer  

Look at the spider’s web, it looks 
almost finished! She has been so 
determined to construct, or build, her 
web, that she is nearly done! 

17,18 Duck, Spider, Fly, Web Quack, Didn’t Answer  

I notice that the web is filling up almost 
the whole space between the fence 
posts! It’s going to be a beautiful spider 
web! 

19,20 
Rooster, Spider, Web, 

Fly 

Cock-a-doodle-do!, 
“Just Like That” (snap 

your fingers) 

Pesky – it bothered 
her 

Oh my! The spider caught the fly in the 
web that she constructed; that she 
built! Spider webs are very sticky (A), 
so the fly would stick to the web when 
he flew into it. Now the spider will eat 
that fly for her dinner! Yum, yum! 

21,22 Owl, Web, Spider 
Asleep (fold hands 

under head and close 
eyes) 

 

I see that the spider is so tired from 
constructing, from building her web, 
that she has fallen fast asleep. She saw 
so many farm animals, but she didn’t 
stop to play! She was determined to 
build her web and catch her dinner! 
That spider did not give up! 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 



 

   
 

• Say “We just read about a spider who was determined to 
build her web. Let’s look back at all of the animals who 
tried to talk to her while she was constructing her web.” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be “Why was the spider so 
determined to construct her web?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested Pages 
for Summarizing 

 
Pg. 1 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 7 
Pg.19 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Construct – to build 
2. Determined – to keep 

working on 
something until you 
get it/don’t give up 

3. Sticky – things will 
stick to it 

4. Pesky – it bothers you 
5. Web – where a spider 

lives 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

• Read the book with DLLs in their home language. If you don’t speak the home language(s), who will you ask to 
read the book with children in their home language(s)? A family member? A community volunteers? Other staff? 
_______________________________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s home language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages?  Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish: 

1. Construct – Construir (con-strew-ear) 
2. Determined - Decidido (des-E-dee-dough)  
3. Sticky - Pegajoso (peg-ah-hoe-so)  

4. Pesky -Fastidioso (fast-ih-dee-O-so)  
5. Web -telaraña (tell-ah-rahn-ya)  

 
• What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book:   

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


