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The Power of Language 
 

As the foundation of the House of Learning, oral language prepares children for literacy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy is made up of 
reading and writing. 

When you read, you take 
in information and make 
sense of it. We call this a 

comprehending skill. 
When you write, you are 

communicating 
information, so we call 
this an expressing skill.  

Oral language is the 
foundation of the House of 

Learning. Children who 
can’t yet read or write are 

preparing for literacy. Like literacy, oral language is made up of two types 
of skills: comprehending and expressing. In oral 

language, the comprehending skill is listening. The 
expressing skill is speaking. Listening develops 
skills children will need when they learn to read, 

and speaking prepares children for writing. 

Both oral language and 
literacy rely on sentences 

and vocabulary. It’s 
important to model complex 

sentences and rich 
vocabulary for children 

when you speak to 
children. If you push-in this 
type of language, you can 

also pull it out of the 
children in your class. 

It’s important to treat your 
classroom like a No Shhh 
Zone where you provide 
many opportunities for 

children to speak. 
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