
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Marta Big and Small

Clever/astuto (ahs-too-toh): Smart and having good ideas/inteligente, alguien que tiene buenas ideas

Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): Not the same/algo que no es lo mismo o igual a otra cosa

Similar/similar (see-mee-lahr): Things that seem kind of the same/cosas que se parecen

Compare/comparar (kohm-pah-rahr): To see how things are the same and different/mirar si las cosas lucen iguales o diferentes

My First Book of Baby Animals 
Sound/sonido (soh-nee-doh): Something you can hear/algo que puedes escuchar
Movement/movimiento (moh-bee-myehn-toh): Not still/cuando no estás quieto

Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): Not the same/algo que no es lo mismo o igual a otra cosa

Similar/similar (see-mee-lahr): Things that seem kind of the same/cosas que se parecen

Compare/comparar (kohm-pah-rahr): To see how things are the same and different/mirar si las cosas lucen iguales o diferentes

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Talk with your child in your first language about your favorite baby animal. Ask your child about their favorite baby animal. Compare the animals - how are they 
similar and different?
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Block Area:

Using the animals and people 
in the block center, encourage 

children to notice how the 
animals are similar and different. 

Encourage the children to make the 
animals playful and do different 

movements (e.g. eating, 
grazing).

Puppet Show:

Invite children to choose an animal 
puppet and pretend to be the animal. 

Ask the children to make the sound or 
movement their animal makes.

Ask the child what that animal might 
need to be safe and grow.

Math/Science:

Invite children to 
compare the weights 
or sizes of different 

objects.

Math:

Trace children on butcher 
paper and hang up the tracings to 

compare their height. 

Variation- draw a scale sized elephant 
showing how tall, long, and wide an 

elephant is. Compare the elephant to 
children. How many children long or 

tall is the elephant?

Family Connection: 

Ask families what their 
child’s favorite baby animal is, 

find a picture of that animal, and 
make an animal collage together 
at school.  Compare the animals 

on the collage, how are they 
similar and different?

Marta Big and Small 
By Jen Arena

&
My First Book of Baby Animals 

by DK

Movement:

Encourage children to move 
their bodies like various animals 

and make the sounds.  

Narrate their actions to put 
words to their movements. 


