
Infant Language and Literacy Observation Tool 
Child’s Name: Date of Birth: Teacher(s): 
Use this tool to support observations of the infants in your classroom in the areas of receptive and expressive language, early 
reading-related behaviors, and early rhythm and rhyme behaviors. We have provided an age range for  when these skills are generally  
expected to develop; however, all children do not acquire skills at precisely the same time. Use this form frequently, as you play, 
interact, read books, and engage in routines and activities with the infants in your classroom! 
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Milestones/Skills Date/Notes 

Cries, fusses 

Coos and makes gurgling sounds 

Turns head towards sounds 

Begins to smile at people 

Babbles 

Babbles with expression and copies sounds 

Cries in different ways to show needs 

Moves body to show preference or excitement 

Looks at faces 

Follows people with eyes 

Smiles spontaneously at people 

Responds to sounds by making sounds 

Produces several different facial expressions 

Responds to name 

Strings vowels together  when babbling 
Begins to say consonant sounds 
(jabbering “m” and “b”) 
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Receptive and Expressive Language Skills continued… 
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Milestones/Skills Date/Notes 

Babbles using a variety of consonant and 
vowel sounds (ba,ba,ba/ ma,ma,ma/ da,da,da) 
Copies sounds and gestures of others 

Understands no 

Uses finger to point at things 

Uses simple gestures to communicate (points, 
waves, shakes head) 
Responds to simple spoken requests 
Makes sounds with changes in tone-sounds 
like speech 
Uses long string of sounds that sound like 
words 
Combines pointing and making sounds 

Understands common words (mommy, daddy, 
bottle) 
Uses body movements or actions to 
communicate 
Says one or two single words, around first 
birthday 
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Early Reading Related Behaviors 
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Milestones/Skills Date/Notes 

Coos and gurgles when adult reads 

Gazes at pictures in book 

Explores books by grasping, mouthing, shaking 

Gazes and/or points to pictures in a book 
while adult is reading 
Vocalizes while looking at and/or pointing to 
pictures 

8–
 1

2 
M

on
th

s 

Understands words for familiar objects in 
pictures 
Points to individual pictures on a page 
Shows preference for a favorite page in book 
by searching for it 
Makes animal or other appropriate sounds in a 
book in response to simple questions 

Shows more interest in looking at pages 

Early Rhythm and Rhyme Behaviors 
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Listens to rhythm and rhyming books 

Responds to the rhythm of a book by moving 
body 

Listens and responds by moving body to 
simple nursey rhymes, chants, songs and 
fingerplays 




