
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title:  Freight Train Author: Donald Crews 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
You can sing “Down by the Station” to tune in. 
Down by the station 
Early in the morning 
See the little pufferbellies 
All in a row 
See the station master 
Turn the little handle 
Chug, Chug- Puff, Puff 
Off they go! 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

The name of this book is Freight Train! Look at this long 
train! Wow! I’m thinking it makes a loud noise- CHOO CHOO! 
Let’s read and find out where this train is traveling! 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 

happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs)   
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 
props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1,2 Track 
Across (Drag finger 

across the track) 
 

I wonder if we will see the train on the 
next page. Let’s read and find out! 
 

Guiding questions to consider: 

• What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 

• What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

3,4 

Red 
Caboose, 

Orange Tank 
car, 

Yellow 
hopper car 

  

Look! I’m noticing that they are all put 
together, connected, at the bottom 
near the wheels! 
 

5,6 

Green cattle 
car, 
Blue 

gondola car, 
Purple box 

car 

  

I am seeing a variety – or lots of 
different kinds – of colors and types of 
boxes linked together, connected, to 
the train! 

7,8 

Black 
tender, 

Black steam 
engine 

 
Steam – smoke from 

the train 

The steam makes the train move! Look 
at all the steam and the smoke coming 
out of the top! 

9,10 Freight train Choo-choo!  
This is a long train! I wonder what this 
train is carrying.  

11,12  
Moving (move finger 

along train) 
 

Wow! Look at the colors. The colors 
blended, they all came together. I’m 
thinking that means the train is 
moving really fast! 

13,14 Tunnels  
Tunnels- go under 

the mountain 
 

15,16 Cities   
Look at all the tall buildings of the city 
in the background.  

17,18 Trestles 
Crossing (move finger 

across) 
Trestle – a bridge for 

trains 
I’m thinking the trestle looks similar, or 
very much like, a bridge for trains! 

19,20 Darkness, Daylight Moving, Going 
Darkness- Nighttime 
Daylight- When the 

sun is out! 

 

21,22  
Gone (make a 

surprised face and put 
your arms up) 

 
I wonder where the train went. It is not 
on the page. It is gone! 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about the freight train! Let’s look back 
and see all of the places the train travelled!” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 

Suggested Pages 
for Summarizing 

 
Pg. 3,4 
Pg. 5,6 
Pg. 11,12 
Pg. 17,18 
Pg. 21,22 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Connected – put 

together 
2. Variety – a lot of 

different kinds 
3. Blended – came 

together 



 

   
 

example for this book could be “How are all of these train 
cars staying together?”  

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language. 

4. Similar – very much 
alike 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read 
the book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 
____________________________  

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and 
tools like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in 
your classroom: 
     1. Connected – Conectado (con-ect-tah-doe) 
     2. Variety – Variedad (var-ee-ah-dahd) 
     3. Blended – Mezclado (mez-clah-doe) 
     4. Similar – Similar (sim-ee-lahr) 
 

• What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book:   

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


