
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Main idea:   Music can connect and unite us all through every verse, rhythm, and rhyme. 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, 
more beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage 

and inspire ourselves and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: 

Connect/conectar (koh-nehk-tahr): to put something together or people staying and talking together/unir varias cosas; juntarse dos personas 

Unite/unir (oo-neer): to come together/ juntar 

Rhythm/ritmo (reet-moh): the same movement or sound happening again and in the same way/ una serie de sonidos que se repiten  

Melody/Melodies/melodía (meh-loh-dee-ah): an invisible string of different sounds that are in music/ combinación de sonidos 

Cheerful/alegre (ah-leh-greh): happy/ contento o feliz  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate? 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start / 
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day 

Support and Adaptations for 
Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 
map, and DLL visual supports. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use 
these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

• Spanish cognates from Song of Frutas: Connect/conectar (koh-nehk-tahr), Rhythm/ritmo (reet-moh), Melody/melodía (mel-o-D-ah) 

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 
with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK                 Theme:_______________                                            Week of: _______________ 

Morning Meeting: 

Children can pick a fruit and make a 

short, cheerful song about it to share 

with the class.  

 

Use different rhythms to write/create 

their song using rhyming words. 

Transitions:  

Use the songs families share or 

that the class picked to signal 

transitions. Invite children to 

sing along and move to the 

rhythm! 

Family Connection: 

Have families share a song they 

like to sing & dance to together 

that helps them connect or unite 

the whole family. 

Encourage families to visit a spot 

in town where they can see 

vendors or fruit/food trucks. Invite 

children to write or draw about 

that experience.  

Music and Movement:  

Pick a song that unites the 

class and makes them feel 

cheerful.  They can make 

suggestions and vote for one 

they like. 

Math:  

Bring different fruits to cut in front of the 

class and make fruit cups. Invite children to 

count how many children we have in the 

class and how evenly we need to cut each 

piece of fruit so that everyone gets the 

same amount. During the process use 

language like half, quarter, more or less, 

etc. After enjoy a delicious treat together. 

 

You can extend this engagement further by 

making a tally of the number of each type 

of fruit we have or creating a bar graph of 

the different color fruits we have or which 

fruit most children prefer.  

A Song of Frutas/   

Un pregón de frutas  

by Margarita Engle  

Outdoor Activities:  

Use songs from different cultures, 

with different rhythms and 

melodies to plan guided dance or 

free style dance sessions. 

Science:  

Explore different songs in 

nature. What melodies and 

rhythms do you hear when 

you listen to the world 

outside?  

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

Dramatic Play:  

Invite children to pick a “good” 

to sell like the vendors in the 

book and others can be the 

customers. Remember where 

our food comes from and how 

we are all connected. 


