
Comprehension Lesson Framework
TEXT TYPE	 Non-Fiction TITLE Butterflies and Moths AUTHOR Nic Bishop

FOCUS VOCABULARY WORDS (4 - 6 words): Direct and Explicit Instruction Point-of-Contact (with PAT): Words Specific to the Text
Molt, Pupa, Metamorphosis, Emerge “Silk Shelter,” Motionless, Crumpled, Expands, Test
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STATE THE PURPOSE
Today we are going to read the text, Butterflies and Moths, by Nic Bishop. As we read, I want us to
describe the life cycle of a butterfly and name the steps for an egg to become a butterfly.Identify the key knowledge or content

students should acquire from reading the text.

IDENTIFY TEXT STRUCTURE The book we are reading is a non-fiction text. Remember non-fiction tells us information
about a topic. The author, Nic Bishop, uses pictures and words to tell us about the life cycle
of a butterfly and how an egg becomes a butterfly.

The way the author presents the information in a book is called the text structure. The text
structure is a map for us to understand the information.
[Show Anchor Chart of Life Cycle]

In this book, the author tells us information about the sequence or order of steps for an egg
to become a butterfly. When we talk about stages that repeat over time, we call this a cycle.
[Point and show how there are four stages or steps in the Life Cycle of a butterfly]

Genre: Fiction or Non-fiction

Narrative Expository
Elements of Story
Grammar

Cause/Effect
Compare/Contrast
Descriptive
List
Problem/Solution
Sequence

ACTIVATE AND BUILD KNOWLEDGE

ACTIVATE:

Has anyone ever seen a caterpillar before? What did it look like?

What prior knowledge can you activate?

What background knowledge or context do you 
need to build?

Activate Build
•	 Questions
•	 Pictures
•	 Diagrams
•	 Charts (K-W-L)
•	 Brainstorm Web
•	 Anticipation Guides
•	 Partner Talks
•	 Culturally Responsive
	 Texts and Experiences

•	 Vocabulary
•	 Text Sets
•	 Videos
•	 Field Trips (Virtual)
•	 Guest Speaker
•	 Experiement
•	 Culturally Responsive 
	 Texts and Experiences
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ACTIVATE AND BUILD KNOWLEDGE ACTIVATE

Do you know what a caterpillar turns into? How is a caterpillar different than a
butterfly?
(movement/ appearance)
Some living things completely change their shape or form as they grow.

BUILD

Today in our book, we’re going to learn about how animals can completely change their
shape or form as they grow in a process called Metamorphosis.

Can you repeat the word after me? Metamorphosis.

Metamorphosis is when a living thing completely changes form when it grows.
[Hold word card you will use later for direct instruction]

[Show an image of tadpole and frog] Look at these two images. A frog starts as a
tadpole and completely changes its form as it grows. A frog goes through
metamorphosis.

Now, let’s look at another image. [Show an image of a puppy and a dog] In these
images the puppy grows into a dog, but does it completely change its form? (No)
Metamorphosis is when a living thing completely changes shape as it grows.

In this image, the butterfly starts as an egg, then it becomes a caterpillar, then it
becomes a chrysalis or pupa and finally it turns into a butterfly. This process of
completely changing shape or form as it grows is called Metamorphosis.

What prior knowledge can you activate?

What background knowledge or context is
needed?
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MODEL WITH THINK ALOUDS and/or ASK QUESTIONS AREAS TO ADDRESS
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Use questions and think-alouds to strategically build your students’ mental models. Choose stopping points 
that align with your purpose. Randomly call on 1-2 students to share out. Every so often, have children turn 
and talk to a classmate. Provide support as needed.

Strategically use questions and 
think-alouds to address key
concepts, strategies, and areas 
where understanding may break 
down at the word, sentence, or 
text level.
These are key areas to target in 
your questions and think-alouds:

•	 Language Breakdown:
		  Vocabulary, Syntax, 
		  Inferring, Abstract or
		  Figurative Language

•	 Text Structure: 
	 Non-Fiction Structures, 	
	 Features of Non-Fiction 	
	 text, Elements of
	 Story Grammar

•	 Metacognitive Strategies:
	 Predicting, Visualizing,
	 Summarizing, Questioning,
	 Clarifying, and
	 Self-Monitoring

TIP:
Once you have pre-read the text 
and highlighted areas to
address in your lesson plan. Mark 
the stopping points for questions, 
think-alouds, and vocabulary with 
a post-it in the book.

Page Think-Aloud/Question

10
TEXT STRUCTURE “...The life of a butterfly or moth begins with an egg, no bigger than a 
grain of sand.” The author just told me how the life cycle begins. It begins as a __________.
[Add label and picture to graphic organizer for STEP 1.]

10
VISUALIZING I’m visualizing what’s happening right now based on what we’ve read. The 
author mentions using a hands lens or a magnifying glass to see what is happening inside 
the egg. Turn and tell your neighbor what they would see based on what we’ve just read.

11
TEXT STRUCTURE I’m noticing that it is no longer an egg and it has changed form to
become a caterpillar. Let’s label the next step in our cycle.
[Add label and picture to graphic organizer for STEP 2.]

11

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE The author compares the caterpillar to the size of a comma. 
What is a comma? Can you find a comma on this page? What does the author want us 
to know about the size of the caterpillar? [Point to the tiny comma in the book and then 
show them a comma on the whiteboard.] Turn-and-talk to your partner about whether 
you think the caterpillar will stay the size of a comma: Why or Why not? [Scaffold thinking 
to identify how much the caterpillar is eating and how it will grow.]

12-13 Skip

14 VOCABULARY Why do you think the caterpillar molts?

16-19 Skip

21

TEXT STRUCTURE “The caterpillar wanders away to find a safe place to turn into a pupa.” 
We have moved from an egg, to a caterpillar, and now it is a pupa. [Add label and picture 
to graphic organizer for STEP 3.]
Now, let’s read more to find out about the next stage, Pupa.
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Use questions and think-alouds to strategically build your students’ mental models. Choose stopping points 
that align with your purpose. Randomly call on 1-2 students to share out. Every so often, have children turn 
and talk to a classmate. Provide support as needed.

Strategically use questions and 
think-alouds to address key
concepts, strategies, and areas 
where understanding may break 
down at the word, sentence, or 
text level.
These are key areas to target in 
your questions and think-alouds:

•	 Language Breakdown:
		  Vocabulary, Syntax, 
		  Inferring, Abstract or
		  Figurative Language

•	 Text Structure: 
	 Non-Fiction Structures, 	
	 Features of Non-Fiction 	
	 text, Elements of
	 Story Grammar

•	 Metacognitive Strategies:
	 Predicting, Visualizing,
	 Summarizing, Questioning,
	 Clarifying, and
	 Self-Monitoring

TIP:
Once you have pre-read the text 
and highlighted areas to
address in your lesson plan. Mark 
the stopping points for questions, 
think-alouds, and vocabulary with 
a post-it in the book.

Page Think-Aloud/Question

After
21

The stage of the life cycle we just learned about is called what? (The Pupa)
SUMMARIZE Let’s summarize what we know about the pupa. Turn and tell your neighbor 
two things that you learned that happened during the pupa phase. [Use accountable talk 
prompts to encourage additional knowledge building while sharing out.]

22
TEXT STRUCTURE “Then one day, it splits open and the adult crawls out.” We have moved 
from an egg, to a caterpillar, to a pupa, to the final stage, a butterfly!
[Add label and picture to graphic organizer for STEP 4.]

22 (FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE, SYNTAX)

“It’s soft, limp wings fill with blood and open like beautiful sails, then dry hard.”
•	 Who is “it” in this sentence? (The butterfly emerging from the cocoon or pupa)
•	 How does the author describe the butterfly’s wings at first?” (Soft and limp)
Limp means something is not strong. [Show an image of Limp Flowers]
The wings start as limp or not strong. Let’s re-read to find out what the author says
happens to the wings next.
“It’s soft, limp wings fill with blood and open like beautiful sails, then dry hard.”
•	 What happens to the wings? (They fill with blood, open like beautiful sails and dry hard)
•	 Why do you think the author compares the wings to sails?
Sails are a part of the boat that open to catch wind. They are strong and sturdy.
[Show an image of Sturdy Sails]
SUMMARIZE:Turn and tell your partner what happens to the butterfly wings as it emerges 
from the pupa.

26 SUMMARIZE We know the butterfly wings start limp and become strong.
What happens next after the butterfly emerges from the pupa?
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VOCABULARY

D
U
R
I
N
G

TEACH: DEFINE FOCUS and Point-of-Contact VOCABULARY WORDS
PAT the Vocabulary – After you read a focus word, tell a student-friendly definition and use any other appropriate PAT strategy to 
quickly define the word: (1) POINT to the picture (2) ACT out the word or (3) TELL with a child-friendly definition.
Page Word PAT Definition

14 Molt T When an animal grows and sheds its skin. A snake molts, too.

21 Pupa T A Pupa is our third stage. This is when the caterpillar has gone into its cocoon.

21 “Silk Shelter” P/T A shelter is like a house or somewhere to stay safe. [Point to the silk string] Silk is a 
material and the caterpillar can spin the silk string.

21 Metamorphosis P/T [point to graphic organizer] Metamorphosis is when a living thing changes shape or 
form as it grows.

22 Motionless A/T Not moving

22 Crumpled A [Teacher crumples hand]

22 Expand A [Teacher crumples hand]

22 Emerge P/T [point to caption and picture on 23] emerge means to come into view, to be seen

26 Test T To try out
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PROCESS PRODUCT
Ask open-ended question(s) related to the purpose of the read 
and that require critical thinking. Encourage students to support 
their reasoning with evidence from the text.
Ask students to think first, pair with a partner and then share 
their thoughts. Call on several partner pairs to share out with the 
class. Provide support by scaffolding.

[Sample Sentence Stems]
I agree/disagree because…
This reminds me of…
To add on, I think…
One example of that is…

Students demonstrate their understanding of the purpose 
through an oral or written expression task or extension activity. 
Encourage the use of focus vocabulary words in both oral and 
written expression.

•	 Journal Prompt
•	 Quick write
•	 Graphic Organizer
•	 Written Summary
•	 Oral Presentation
•	 Recording of Oral Response
•	 Visual Representation
•	 Peer Teaching

QUESTION:
What are the stages of the life cycle of a butterfly?

ANSWER:
The caterpillar finds a safe place to turn into a pupa. It stays
motionless for a few weeks as it becomes a butterfly. Finally, 
when it is ready, the butterfly emerges from the Pupa.

Students work in partners or groups to sequence steps of the life 
cycle in the correct order. They will use images with labels similar 
to the anchor chart. They will practice oral rehearsal of the
stages together and teacher will guide the group through the 
steps together.

SUPPORT STRATEGIES
Think about using these strategies to modify your read-aloud based on students needs.

Varying Abilities and
Dual Language Learners

•	 Explicitly teach focus vocabulary using a word presentation routine
•	 Use realia to support your read
•	 Create an illustrative focus vocabulary word wall for student reference
•	 Display sentence starters and frames

Dual Language Learners
•	 Read/Introduce the book in the home language prior to the first read in small/whole group
•	 Introduce the book in English to dual language learners in small group
•	 Learn a few focus vocabulary words in the child’s home language


