
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

I Love My Daddy Because...
Loving/amoroso (ah-moh-roh-soh)
Safe/seguro(a) (seh-goo-roh): Feeling taken care of/sentirse cuidado(a) 
Warm/cálido (kah-lee-doh): Not too cold, not too hot/caliente 
Careful/cuidadoso (kwee-dah-doh-soh): To be safe/alguien que 
Caring/cariñoso (kah-ree-nyoh-soh): To be kind
Protects/proteger (proh-teh-hehr): Keeping something or someone safe/mantener algo o  alguien a salvo y seguro 

My First Book of Baby Animals 
Play/jugar (hoo-gahr)
Care/cuidar (kwee-dahr): To look after or take care of something/ocuparse o atender a una persona o algo
Feed/alimentar (ah-lee-mehn-tahr): To give someone food/darle de comer a alguien
Protects/proteger (proh-teh-hehr): Keeping something or someone safe/mantener algo o  alguien a salvo y seguro 

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Talk with your children about the ways a male role model cares for and loves them. Engage in meaningful conversations about the important people that love and 
care for us.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Block Area:

Invite the children to 
construct places to protect 
the animals and keep them 

safe. As the children build, ask 
them to tell how the space 

protects the animals.

Sensory Table: 

Include adult and baby animals 
in the water or sand. Encourage 

the children to show how the adult 
animals take care of, feed, and play 
with the baby animals. Add pictures 

to the science area depicting 
animals and their young.

Dramatic Play:

While the children play with 
the dolls, ask them how they 

can keep their babies safe and 
warm. Encourage the children to 
talk about ways their grown-ups 
are loving and caring and how 

they protect them.

Art/Writing:

Provide art materials and 
invite children to draw/write 
about/create something for 

their adult male role model. Talk 
about ways that the person is 

loving and caring.

Family Connection:

Send in a picture of an adult 
male role model caring for and 

loving the child. Create a “Love and 
Caring Board” sharing those pictures 

and revisit it with the children.  
Engage in meaningful conversations 

about the important people in 
the pictures.

I love my Daddy Because...
by Laurel Porter Gaylord

&
My First Book of Baby Animals 

by DK


