
•	 Approximately 3-4 out of every 1,000 babies born in the U.S.  
have some level of hearing loss, making it one of the most  
common health conditions at birth. 

•	 More than half of the babies born with hearing problems are  
otherwise healthy and have no family history of hearing loss.

•	 The most critical period for developing speech and language is  
between birth and three years. Delays in detecting hearing loss  
delay speech and language development. 

Visit the TWMB Grady Health Professionals YouTube Channel  
for more information.

Do You Hear What  
I Hear?

Coaching Families 
3 Important Things to Remember about Hearing:

•	 Hearing helps baby’s brain grow. Hearing builds  
connections in the brain called neural pathways, which drive 
brain development.

•	 Hearing is a foundation of learning. When you talk,  
sing, read, and interact with your baby, you help  
prepare your baby for a lifetime of learning.

•	 Follow up on recommendations as soon as possible.  
Although children learn and grow throughout life,  
80-85% of brain development occurs by the age of  
three, so do not delay!

The Big Picture 
•	 YOU are the first step in helping families of babies who refer 

for additional hearing screening find out if their baby has 
hearing loss! What you say matters!

•	 There are several reasons babies may not pass their screen-
ing. However, it is very important that you do not minimize 
the importance of families following up as soon as possible.  

•	 It is easy to overlook hearing problems. Infants who are deaf 
or hard of hearing may respond to some sounds while not 
hearing spoken language clearly. 

•	 Epic documentation choices include: 80-85% brain growth 
by age 3; Talk, Read, Sing & Play. 

S A M P L E

 
Early identification of hearing issues can open the door to communication and learning!

Developed in Georgia, Talk With Me Baby (TWMB) is a collaborative initiative  
that supports families and caregivers to talk, read, sing and play with their babies  
to promote healthy early brain development and advance language skills.

Want to learn more? Contact us at talkwithmebaby@gmh.edu.

Contact Sherri Nighbert at snighbert@atlantaspeechschool.org for more information about hearing, hearing 
screening and early intervention options through the Access to Language program.


