
 

 

Older Toddlers Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Culture, Identity, Food, Thankfulness 
                             

                       

 

 

                                                                             
Use child directed 

speech, touch, 
and a joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 

experiences while 
reading.

Model book handling 
skills without 

interrupting the flow 
of the story. “Let’s 

turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 
key vocabulary to 

name pictures.

After reading, ask 
open-ended 

questions about 
events and the 

actions and feelings 
of characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

NOVEMBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
WHERE DOES MY FOOD COME FROM? WHAT DOES MY BODY NEED TO GROW AND BE HEALTHY? 

 

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant and elefante (Spanish). 
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even 

when the book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

When you are ready to read the book: 
•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Ideally, reads with DLLs should be done in small groups. You can group children who speak the same first language together. 

During the read:

•Ideally, when possible, read the book in English with DLLs in a small group.
•Make connections for focus words between English and first language. For example, you can say “love is amor (ah-mohr) in Spanish” 
•Point out cognates. For example, you can say, "Delicious is delicioso (deh-lee-syoh-soh) in Spanish."

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song!



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 

Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on 
the stage of language development of the children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus 
words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage 
the child/children in 
playful and loving 
interactions and 
capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the illustration 
on the book’s cover. Name the 
title of the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory 
statement.  
(Include an example of open-ended 
question.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you, 
Garden  

by Liz Garton 
Scanlon 

Patient/paciente (pah-syehn-teh): to be willing wait, sometimes for a 
long time/estar dispuesto a esperar, a veces por mucho tiempo  

Garden/jardín (hahr-deen): a place where people plant things and help 
them grow/sitio donde se siembran plantas  

Tend/cuidar (kwee-dahr): to care for or take care of/cuidar  

Healthy/saludable (sah-loo-dah-bleh): good for your body/que le hace 
bien a tu cuerpo 

Delicious/delicioso (deh-lee- que sabe rico syoh-soh): tastes great/ que 
sabe rico 

PAT 
P: garden, water, plot, underground, path, gate, worm, bee  
A: use quiet voice for ‘hardly makes a sound’; slowly move hand 
up like plant growing from underground T: proper: neat and 
organized; plot: square of the shared garden 

Grow, Grow, Grow 
garden! 

Grow, Grow, Grow 
garden! 

Seeds are 
underground. 

Water, soil, air, and 
sun- 

Now plants are all 
around. 

(To the tune of “Row, 
Row, Row your 

Boat”) 

This book is Thank you, Garden 
and is about a community who 
has a shared garden. Together 
they tend, or take care of, the 
garden to grow fruits and 
vegetables. They have to work, 
and wait, and the sun, air, soil, 
and water turn the seeds they 
plant into a garden with plants all 
around. Those plants have 
become delicious and healthy 
food to share. Let’s read to see 
how this community tended their 
garden to grow food so everyone 
would have what they need to 
grow and be healthy! 

We just read about a community 
who has a shared garden- a place 
where they plant things and help 
them grow. Together they tend, or 
take care of, the garden to grow 
fruits and vegetables. They had to 
work and to be patient -they waited 
a long time while the sun, air, soil, 
and water helped turn the seeds 
and tiny plants they planted. The 
garden was a place to grow 
delicious-yummy- and healthy food 
that is good for our bodies. How do 
people in the community work in 
the garden to grow healthy food? 
Let’s look back and see. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edible Colors: 
See. Learn. 

Eat. 
By Jennifer Vogel 

Bass 

Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already know about it/algo que ya 
conoces, que ya has visto antes 

Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many different kinds of one 
thing/muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa 

Edible/comestible (koh-mehs-tee-bleh): something we can eat/algo que 
podemos comer 

Unfamiliar/desconocido (dehs-koh-noh-see-doh): things we don’t know 
or haven’t seen before/algo que no conocemos  

What else?/¿Qué otra cosa? (keh  oh-trah  koh-sah): what other things 

Some/algunos (ahl-goo-nohs): a few but not all/algunas – no todas 

PAT 
P: orange carrot, purple carrot, point to and read names of 
vegetables and fruits T: edible: we can eat it 

Our Food Looks Like 
a Rainbow 
A rainbow, 
a rainbow 

when our food looks 
like a rainbow, 

we know that we will 
grow! 

(To the tune of “A 
Hunting We Will Go”) 

This book is Edible Colors and is 
about so many amazing, 
delicious, and healthy foods 
people grow and eat. They are 
every color and shape and size 
and so many flavors! Some of 
these are familiar to me, I know 
and have tried them. Some are 
unfamiliar to me! I’ve never seen 
them or tried them! This book 
makes me want to eat delicious 
and healthy vegetables, some 
that I have eaten before and 
some I haven’t tried yet. Let’s 
read to see what delicious and 
colorful vegetables and fruits 
people grow and eat to be 
healthy! 

We just read about so many 
amazing, delicious, healthy, and 
colorful foods people grow and eat. 
They are every color and shape and 
size and so many flavors! Let’s look 
back and see some of the colorful, 
delicious, and healthy fruits and 
vegetables that people grow and 
eat to be healthy! Why do you think 
we might want to eat so many 
different colors of fruits and 
vegetables? 



 

 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words 
depending on the stage of language development of the 
children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as 
focus words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage 
the child/children in 
playful and loving 
interactions and 
capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory statement.  
(Include an example of open-ended 
question.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Baby Goes to 
Market 

by Atinuke 

Surprised/sorprendido(a) (sohr-prehn-dee-doh): how you feel 
when you do not expect something/como nos sentimos cuando 
no esperamos algo 

Notice/notar algo o a alguien (noh-tahr  ahl-goh  oh  ah  ahl-
gyehn): to see or know/darse cuenta de alguien o de algo  

Healthy/saludable (sah-loo-dah-bleh): good for your body/que le 
hace bien a tu cuerpo 

Delicious/delicioso (deh-lee-syoh-soh): tastes great/que sabe rico  

PAT 
P: Baby, bananas, oranges, basket, biscuits, man selling 
biscuits, lady selling corn, two ears of corn in the basket  
A: Surprised, giving bananas, grins, putting oranges in 
basket, gives, claps, beams, laugh T: Doesn’t notice: 
doesn’t see; straight in: without eating anything 

Caring for Each 
Other 

Caring for each other 

We are one 
community. 

Sharing with each 
other, 

We can all have what 
we need. 

(To the tune of “Row, 
Row, Row Your 

Boat”) 

This book is Baby Goes to 
Market and takes place in 
West Africa. Mama is carrying 
the baby on her back to 
the market to get healthy and 
delicious food. Friends 
share food with Baby and 
Mama. Let’s read to see how 
this community was kind and 
shared food with each 
other and with this baby so he 
would grow and be 
healthy! 

We just read Baby Goes to Market where 
the community and the shop owners at 
the market were kind and shared food 
with this baby. They helped make sure 
that Baby has what he needs to grow 
and be healthy. The Mama was so 
surprised about all that her friends at the 
market had given the baby! How does 
this baby feel when people share? How 
does Mama feel when she sees how 
much people have shared with her baby? 
Let’s look back and see. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May We Have 
Enough to Share 
by Richard Van Camp  

Joy/gozo (goh-soh): Happiness/felicidad 

Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/dar 
nuestras cosas a otros 

Enough/suficiente (soo-fee-syehn-teh): all that is needed/que no 
necesitamos más 

Grateful/agradecido(a) (ah-grah-deh-sehr): thankful, to be happy 
about what we have/dar gracias por lo que tenemos  

Love/amor (ah-mohr): to feel and show that someone or 
something is so special to you/querer a alguien que es especial 
para nosotros  

PAT 
A: Share, snuggle, cuddle, laughter, hugs, grow, love  
T: Sweetness: really good; home: where we live;  
Success: you did what you wanted 

Pass out an object to 
each toddler 
(example: scarf, ball). 
Ask each toddler to 
share it and put it 
into one 
basket/container. 
Thank the toddlers 
for sharing their 
objects as they place 
them in the 
container. “Thank 
you, ________, for 
sharing the  
_______.” 

This book is May We Have 
Enough to Share. Look at this 
mom and her baby (point to 
the front cover). They look like 
they have a lot of joy, or are 
really happy, when they are 
sharing time together. I 
wonder what the people in this 
book will share and how they 
will feel about what they share. 
Let’s read and find out. 

We just read about lots of ways that we 
can share love with other people we are 
grateful for in ways that bring us joy and 
brings them joy too! Why do the children 
in this book want to share love with 
other people? How do they feel when 
they share? 
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