
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Call the Puppy! (Slap hands on thighs and whistle) 
Give him some milk (hold out cupped hands) Brush his coat till it shines like silk (pretend to comb dog's fur) Call the puppy (slap hands 
on thighs and whistle) Give him a bone (hold hand out open) Then scoop him up (scoop up dog) And take him home (hug dog) 

Story Title:  Harry the Dirty Dog                                              Author: Gene Zion 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: (open to title page) 
Look at Harry. He is taking the scrub 
brush and running away. I wonder 
why he is doing that. Let’s read and 
find out. 
 

Purpose of Read: Remember, at first 
Harry was having fun when he ran 
away and was getting dirty. Then, after 
a while, he was no longer happy. I 
wonder why. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I want you to help 
me tell it this time. I wondering why, 
after hiding the scrub brush, Harry 
dug it up and took it back to the 
family? Let’s read and find out. 

Main Idea: Sometimes things we don’t like to do are actually good for us. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Harry, scrubbing brush  
Except- that means he liked everything but taking a 
bath 

Pg. 6 Train  Railroad- the track that trains go on 

Pg. 8 Harry  
Tag- a chasing game where you try to catch each 
other 

Pg. 10 
Coal chute, black dog with 

white spots 
Slid 

Coal- a hard black substance that looks like rocks 
Chute- a slide used to dump heavy things 

Pg. 12  Wonder Wonder- think about something 

Pg. 15 Family Looked out Strange- not seen before, unfamiliar 

Pg. 16 
Played dead Flip-flopped Clever- smart 

Played dead- lay really still and didn’t move at all 

Pg. 19 Danced, sang Shook their heads  

Pg. 21  Dig furiously Furiously- really fast 

Pg. 22 Scrubbing brush   

Pg. 23   Dashed- ran quickly 

Pg. 24  Begging Begging- asking for over and over 

Pg. 26  Scrub  

Pg. 27 White dog with black spots   

Pg. 28 Scrubbing brush  

Dreaming- thinking about something when you are 
asleep 
Slept soundly- was sleeping so that nothing 
bothered him 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Recognize:  to know what something is by looking at it 
2. Avoid:  to stay away from 
3. Filthy:  very dirty 
4. Understand- to know 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 2 
I think Harry’s family must use 
that brush to clean him, so he’s 

burying it to avoid taking a bath. 
Pg. 2 

I bet Harry is thinking that since he 
doesn’t like baths, he won’t have to 
take one if he hides the scrubbing 

brush. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 2 
Pg. 8 
Pg.11 
Pg. 12 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 27 
Pg. 28 

Pg. 11 

Harry is filthy from playing! I 
think he looks like a completely 

different dog (flip back to review 
the ways that Harry played) 

Pg. 8 
Look at Harry’s face! He is so happy 
playing with his friends and getting 

filthy. 

Pg. 13 

Oh, so Harry didn’t really run 
away from home. He wanted to 
have fun and avoid his bath, but 

now he’s going back home. 

Pg. 12 

I think Harry is missing his family so 
much that he wants to go back home. 
He doesn’t care about trying to avoid 

his bath any more. 

Pg. 15 

Harry’s family doesn’t recognize 
him! He looks like a different dog 
because he is so dirty. (show the 
cover of the book and look at the 
difference between Harry clean 

& dirty) 

Pg. 13 
I notice that Harry is looking at the 

food in the restaurant. I bet he’s 
getting really hungry. 

Pg. 19 

I think Harry is doing all of his 
special tricks to help his family 
understand that it is him! Since 

they don’t recognize the way he 
looks, he is trying something 

else. 

Pg. 15 
 

Poor Harry. He is probably feeling 
worried and sad because his family 

does not recognize him. 

Pg. 25 

I think Harry loves his family so 
much that he will do the thing he 
hates so they can recognize him. 

He is asking to take a bath! 

Pg. 19 

The family must be confused about 
why this strange dog is doing tricks in 
their yard. Harry is trying so hard to 
help them understand that it is him. 

Pg. 27 
Oh good! The family finally 

understands that it is Harry now 
that he is no longer filthy. 

Pg. 25 
Harry is probably thinking that if they 

wash all of the dirt off of him, his 
family will finally recognize him. 

  Pg. 27 
I bet Harry is so excited that his 

family understands now that he is 
clean that he is really Harry! 

  Pg. 28 
It looks like Harry is happy to be 

home, even if he hid the scrubbing 
brush again to avoid another bath. 



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did Harry hide the 
scrubbing brush and run 

away? 

Why did Harry start feeling 
sad after he ran away? 

Why did Harry dig up the 
scrubbing brush and take it to 

the family? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Sometimes things we don’t like to do are actually good for us. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Place small tubs of water with scrub brushes in your dramatic play center. Let 
them wash the classroom toy animals, just like Harry’s family washed him.  
Writing Center: Have children write and draw about some of the things they do that are 
healthy for them, but they don’t always like.  
Art Center: Have children cut dogs out of light colored paper. Use black chalk to cover their 
dogs in ‘coal’ just like Harry.  

 
 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 



 

 

 
 
 

 


