
Systematic and Explicit Phonics Instruction Course Syllabus

The International Dyslexia Association’s (IDA) Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers of Reading
Coursework is aligned with IDA’s Knowledge and Practice Standards (KPS) for Teachers of Reading. The
KPS outline the knowledge and skill that all teachers of reading should possess. Standard 1 addresses
foundational concepts, derived from interdisciplinary research, about reading development and reading
difficulties. Standard 2 covers knowledge of diverse reading profiles, including dyslexia. Standard 3 pertains
to knowledge of assessment. Standard 4 addresses Structured LiteracyTM teaching, offering detailed
guidance with regard to the nature of effective instruction in each major domain (phonological sensitivity
and phoneme awareness; phonics and word recognition; reading fluency; vocabulary; listening and reading
comprehension; and written expression). Standard 4 also offers guidance regarding expectations for 
teachers engaged in field work or practicum (e.g., in interpretation of assessments, planning differentiated 
instruction, lesson design, corrective feedback, and so forth). Standard 5 delineates ethical standards for 
the profession. A copy of the KPS can be found here:
https://app.box.com/s/21gdk2k1p3bnagdfz1xy0v98j5ytl1wk.

Course Instructor
	à Cox Campus, written and facilitated by Sara Quinn
	à info@coxcampus.org

Course Description
	à Developed with expert contributor, Dr. Deborah Glaser, Reading Teacher’s Top Ten Tools. In this   

course teachers build their knowledge of effective phonics instruction aligned with the science
of reading. This course provides teachers practical tools and develop their commitment to act in
their classrooms to ensure all students have the support they need to become proficient readers.

	
	
	

Course Calendar
	à This course is 100% online and asynchronous. Simply register for your FREE Cox Campus account,  

select the course, and begin. This delivery style allows you to complete the course at the time and  
pace that works best for your schedule.

	
	

Required Assignments
	à In Course Knowledge Checks – these will cover content delivered via the on-screen facilitator and

through accountable readings and are made up of several question types, including:	
	à Multiple Choice
	à Select All That Apply
	à True/False
	à Drag and Drop
	à Fill in the Blank

End of Course Assessment
	à At the end of this course, you will take an End of Course Assessment to gauge your knowledge of the  

material presented. You must score an 80% or above to pass the assessment and receive credit for  
the course. You will receive explicit feedback on any questions you answer incorrectly. You will then  
have the opportunity to go back and review the sections you missed questions from before   
reattempting the assessment.
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End of Course Assessment
	à Please note: this End of Course Assessment only gauges your comprehension of the topic covered

in this specific course. In order to earn IDA Program Completion, you will need to complete all Cox
Campus Structured Literacy coursework, including passing the End of Course Assessment on each,
then pass the Exit Exam (a comprehensive final exam covering all required KPS knowledge areas
that have been covered in the structured literacy courses).
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Accountable Reading
Throughout this course you will be presented with REQUIRED accountable reading(s). Take all the time you 
need to read and synthesize the information in each reading. You will be presented with knowledge checks 
to verify your understanding when you return to the course.

Accountable Readings for Systematic and Explicit Phonics Instruction:
	à Lesson 1, Step: 4 Four Part Processing Model
	à Lesson 1, Step: Article – 7 Speech to Print or Print to Speech? It Makes a Difference by Dr. Louisa

Moats	
	à Lesson 1, Step 8: Ladder of Reading Infographic
	à Lesson 1, Step 8: Article – At a Loss for Words by Emily Hanford
	à Lesson 1, Step 8: Atlanta Speech School Montag Lecture with Emily Hanford – YouTube
	à Lesson 1, Step 8: List of References for Phonics Myths and Facts
	à Lesson 1, Step 8: Phonics Myths and Facts Powerpoint
	à Lesson 2, Step 2: Article – Better Learning Through Structured Teaching: A Framework for the

Gradual Release of Responsibility	
	à Lesson 2, Step 3: Explicit Teaching Practices Reminder Poster
	à Lesson 2, Step 4: Scope and Sequence for Systematic and Explicit Phonics
	à Lesson 2, Step 4: Phonics Progress Monitoring Tool
	à Lesson 2, Step 4: Phonics Diagnostic Assessment
	à Lesson 2, Step 4: Phonics Formative Assessment
	à Lesson 2, Step 6: Article – Mirrors, Windows and Sliding Glass Doors by Rudine Sims Bishop
	à Lesson 2, Step: 6: Types of Text Resource
	à Lesson 2, Step 9: Making Phonics Accessible
 Lesson 3, Step 1 and 18: Lesson 3 Printable Transcript: Language Knowledge for Phonics Teachersà
	à Lesson 3, Step 2: 44 phonemes video – YouTube
	à Lesson 3, Step 2: Mnemonic Posters for b/d
	à Lesson 3, Step 5: Teacher Tip Sheet for Teaching Blends and Digraphs
	à Lesson 3, Step 7: Teacher Tip Sheet for Vowel Digraphs and Diphthongs
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Accountable Readings for Systematic and Explicit Phonics Instruction:
	à Lesson 3, Steps7 and 18: Rarer Orthographic Patterns
	à Lesson 3, Step 9: Spelling checklists for FLOSS Rule and Long Spellings -ck, -tch, -dge
	à Lesson 3, Step 16: Morphology Extension Resource
	à Lesson 3, S18: Etymology Resource
	à Lesson 4, Step 2: Warm-up Review Teaching Routine
	à Lesson 4, Step 2: Learn More About Sound Walls
	à Lesson 4, Step 4: Introduction to New Pattern Teaching Routine
	à Lesson 4, Step 5: Blending Teaching Routine
	à Lesson 4, Step 5: Exemplar Words and Phrases for Blending
	à Lesson 4, Step 5: Resource for Creating Word Lists
	à Lesson 4, Step 7: Elkonin Boxes
	à Lesson 4, Step 7: Chaining Lists
	à Lesson 4, Step 7: Chaining Teaching Routine
	à Lesson 4, Step 9: Dictation Teaching Routine
	à Lesson 4, Step 9: Dictation Paper for Orthographic Mapping
	à Lesson 4, Step 10: High Frequency Word Teaching Routine
	à Lesson 4, Step 12: Article – Decodable Text Sources from The Reading League
	à Lesson 4, Step 12: Article – Decodable Reader Protocol from Achieve the Core
	à Lesson 4, Step 12: Diversity in Children’s Books Graphic
	à Lesson 4, Step 12: Where to Find Decodable Texts
	à Lesson 5, Step 2: Editable Phonics Schedule and Lesson Planning Tool
	à Lesson 5, Step 5: Systematic and Explicit Phonics Instructional Checklist
	à Lesson 5, Step 5: Common Mistakes When Teaching Phonics

Research References:
The development of this course and its associated instructional materials is rooted in research
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