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Inquiry Questions: How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things?
How do they take care of us?

Focus Words:

Contribute/contribuir (kohn-tree-bweer): find a way to help others and our world/buscar la manera de ayudar a los otros y al mundo
Fragile/fragil (frah-heel): easy to break or hurt/que se rompe o se lastima facilmente

Magnificent/magnifico (mahg-nee-fee-koh): amazing, very good, excellent/asombroso, muy bueno, excelente

Shy/timido (tee-mee-doh): a feeling that you don’t want to join with other people until you feel comfortable/cuando no quieres estar con otras personas hasta que
te sientas cobmodo y seguro

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?
A Butterfly is Patient

Caterpillar to Butterfly

The Backyard Bug Book for Kids

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!

Integrate children’s first languages!

Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language.

Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.

If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who - a colleague, volunteer, or family member - can support you in this effort. Even when the book
is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day.

e Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.

e Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the
pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language.
Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Partner with Families:

Go on a nature hunt outside with your child and talk in your first language as you notice and try to identify as many bugs and insects as you can. Notice, are the
insect shy? Fragile? Magnificent? How are those bugs and insects the same or different than the bugs in your hometown or home countries?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day
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Family Connection:

Be creative!
Create your own
connected activities.

Encourage families to go on a
bug walk to observe insects they
might see in their community. Look
carefully at these magnificent creatures.
Have the children think about what
insect might do to be helpful. Return
to this conversation at the end of
the week and see what new
information children have
learned!

Composing/
Emergent Writing:

Thank you, insects! Create a Public
Service Announcement for bugs. What
do people need to know about them?
How can we teach others about
how important they are to us?

A Way with Wild Things
by Larissa Theule

Emergent Writing:

Outside/Science/
Research/Art:

As a class, use cameras and
magnifying glasses and go on
a nature hunt outside to try
to identify as many bugs and
insects as you can. Notice, are
the insect shy? Fragile?
Magnificent?

Write a class book about each
of the insects you observed outside.
Invite children to illustrate the pages
and transcribe what they say about them.
How do they think their insect might
contribute to nature? Use text features
when possible, such as a table of
contents with the names of each
bug and its respective page
number.

Math:

Print out and examine the
pictures you took of magnificent
insects outside. Can you count with
insects? How many antennae, how many
legs, how many parts of the body? How
many ways can you learn about and list that
they contribute to the Earth and all living
things? There are so many ways we are
‘counting on’ insects for our food, to
keep our world clean, and to pollinate
and feed almost all of the living

things on our planet. LmJ COXCampus
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Reading Area:

Add books about
gardening and insects to the

reading area for children to
learn more. Include puppets for
children to act out and retell
the story.




