
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: (To the tune of “Are you Sleeping") Dance like 
snowflakes, Dance like snowflakes. In the air, In the air. Whirling, Twirling snowflakes, Whirling, Twirling snowflakes, Here and there, 
Here and there. 
Story Title: The Snowy Day                   Author: Ezra Jack Keats 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: It looks like this little 
boy, whose name is Peter, is having fun 
making tracks in the snow. I wonder what 
other adventures he will have in the snow. 
Let's read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember, in this story 
Peter's snowball disappeared when he left 
it in his pocket. He was so disappointed. I 
wonder why he felt disappointed. Let's 
read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I want you to help me 
tell it. Remember that Peter dreamed that 
the sun had melted all the snow away. I 
wonder why he had that dream. Let's read 
and find out.  

Main Idea: Sometimes good things come to an end. When we’re having so much fun and enjoying something, we want it to last 
forever. We are sad when it ends.  
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 Window, snow   

Pg. 4 Snowsuit High 
Snowsuit- warm clothes you wear to play in the 
snow, they protect you from getting cold and wet 
Path- a space to walk 

Pg. 5  Crunching, pointing  

Pg. 7 Tracks    

Pg. 10 Stick, snow-covered tree Smacking   

Pg. 11  Plop  

Pg. 14 Big boys  
Snowball fight- when people throw snowballs at 
each other for fun 

Pg. 16 Snowman, angels   

Pg. 17   Heaping- very big and tall 

Pg. 19 Snowball, pocket Packed round and firm  

Pg. 20   Adventures- exciting things that happened 

Pg. 23 Pocket Sad Empty- nothing is inside 

Pg. 25   
Dreamed- imagined when you are asleep 
Melted- the snow got warm and turned into water 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Surprised- feeling excited when something unexpected happens 
2. Curious- interested in learning about something  
3. Disappointed- feeling sad that things did not go the way you wanted them to 
4. Disappeared- went away 
5. Eager- very excited and interested, ready 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 4 

Since Peter has a snowsuit, I am 
thinking that it snows a lot where 

Peter lives. He probably plays in the 
snow every winter. He is eager to 

play outside today! 

Pg. 2 
I’m thinking that Peter is excited to see 

the snow and eager to go outside to 
play in it.  

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 2 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 6 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 18 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 26 
Pg. 27 

Pg. 6 

Peter is looking at the footprints he 
made. He was trying different ways 

of walking, and I think he was 
curious about what his footprints 

would look like. 

Pg. 4 
Peter must be surprised to see the 

snow piled up so high. He is probably 
thinking, “Wow! Look at all that snow!” 

Pg. 11 
Oh no! When Peter hit the tree with 

a stick, the snow plopped onto his 
head. I bet he was surprised by that! 

Pg. 14 
Peter must be curious about what the 

big boys are doing. He thinks their 
snowball fight looks fun. 

Pg. 18 
I think Peter had so much fun in the 

snow today! (Flip back and review 
Peter’s adventures.) 

Pg. 18 

Peter is having so many fun 
adventures in the snow. He is probably 

thinking, “This is so much fun! I want 
the snow to last forever!” 

Pg. 19 

I think that Peter had so much fun in 
the snow that he didn’t want it to 

end. Maybe he thinks that if he saves 
the snowball, his fun in the snow 

could last a little longer. 

Pg. 19 
 

Peter must be thinking that he wants 
to enjoy the snow for a long time, so 

he is going to save a snowball. 

Pg. 23 

Peter noticed that his pocket was 
empty. I think he wanted to save the 

snowball to remember the fun he 
had in the snow, but it melted and 

Peter was disappointed. 

Pg. 22 

I bet Peter was thinking about all of 
the fun adventures he had in the 
snow- making tracks in the snow, 

making a snow angel, making a 
snowman and a snowball, and sliding 

down the hill. 

Pg. 25 

Peter dreamed that the sun melted 
all of the snow. I wonder if he had 

this dream because he was worried 
that the snow outside would 

disappear just like his snowball did. 
Sometimes we dream about things 

we are worried about. 

Pg. 23 
Peter was disappointed that his 

snowball melted. He wanted to save it 
forever, but it melted in his pocket.  

Pg. 27 

Peter woke up and the snow had not 
melted. He went outside the enjoy 

another snowy day and have 
adventures with his friend. 

Pg. 25 

I think Peter dreamed that the snow 
melted because he was worried it 

would all disappear like the snowball in 
his pocket.  

Pg.   Pg. 26 
Peter must be so happy his dream did 
not come true. Now he can have more 

adventures in the snow! 



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why did Peter want to save 
his snowball? 

 

Why was Peter sad when 
he discovered that his 
snowball disappeared? 

Why did Peter dream that 
the sun had melted all of 

the snow away? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea 
Sometimes good things come to an end. When we’re having so much fun and enjoying something, we want it to last 
forever. We are sad when it ends. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Place warm winter wear in your dramatic play center. Children can pretend to 
play in the snow like Peter.  

Writing Center: Have children write and draw about what they would like to play in the snow.  
Art Center: Provide children with dark colored construction paper and white paint to create 
winter landscapes. Add stickers of winter animals and snowflakes and even some glitter for 
extra creativity!  
Sensory Table: Fill the sensory table with cotton balls and hide small toys among them. Allow 
the children to “dig in the snow” with spoons to find the toys. 

 
 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 



 

 

 
 
 

 


