
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Bumble Bee Song: Bee Bee Bumble Bee, Can you sing 
your name to me?, (Point to a child), (child sings) My name is (name). 
Story Title: Chrysanthemum               Author: Kevin Henkes 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 
Purpose of Read: This little mouse is named 
Chrysanthemum, after the flower. She loved her 
name until she started school. I wonder why she 
changed her mind. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember that 
Chrysanthemum loved her name until she went 
to school. I wonder how she felt when the 
children teased her about her name. Let’s read 
and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know the story 
so well, I would like you to help tell the story. I 
wonder why Chrysanthemum changes her mind 
and decides that her name is absolutely perfect. 
Let’s read and find out. 

Main Idea: Feeling good about yourself and liking who you are is very important. Don’t let what other people say keep you from feeling good. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 
Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 Chrysanthemum  Chrysanthemum- a type of flower 

Pg. 3 Grew and grew and grew  Appreciate- be thankful for, to like 

Pg. 7  Giggled Giggled- laughed quietly 

Pg. 8  Wilted 
Scarcely fits- almost doesn’t fit  
Wilted- became sad  
Dreadful- horrible/awful 

Pg. 9 Victoria  
Informed- told  
Entire- whole 

Pg. 10 Chrysanthemum  Miserably- sadly 

Pg. 11 Mother, father  Precious, priceless, fascinating, winsome- very special 

Pg. 12 Parcheesi, hugs  Parcheesi- a board game 

Pg. 13 Chrysanthemum  Extremely pleasant- very happy and nice 

Pg. 15  Pick, smell, wilted Dreadful- awful/horrible 

Pg. 17 Victoria  Miserably- sadly 

Pg. 18 Mother, father, Chrysanthemum  
Jealous- wanting to be like someone else/wanting what 
another person has 

Pg. 19 Hugs and kisses, Parcheesi  Trifle- a little bit 

Pg. 20 Leaves and petals Picked and plucked Scrawny- skinny 

Pg. 21 Outfit with seven pockets  
Prized possessions- her most favorite things  
Route- path 

Pg. 22 Mrs. Twinkle  
Introduced- met for the first time  
Speechless- couldn’t talk  
Indescribable wonder- amazing 

Pg. 23 Victoria, Rita, Jo, Chrysanthemum  
Scales- singing exercises 
Musical- a play with singing 

Pg. 24  Wilted 
Daisy- type of flower  
Chanted- said over and over again  
Dreadful- awful 

Pg. 25 Mrs. Twinkle  Humorous- funny 

Pg. 28 Victoria, Rita, Jo, Chrysanthemum  Marigold, Carnation, Lily of the Valley- types of flowers 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your reads and throughout 
the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Unique- special, different from everyone else  
2. Proud- pleased with and happy  
3. Teased- made fun of  
4. Comforted- to make feel better 



 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 
place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 
directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 
5 

Chrysanthemum loved how her 
name looked and how it sounded. I 
can tell she was proud of her name. 

Pg. 
5 

Chrysanthemum felt so proud of her 
name. I bet she thinks her parents picked 

the perfect, most special name for her. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 5  
Pg. 6  
Pg. 7  
Pg. 9  
Pg. 10 
Pg. 11  
Pg. 13  
Pg. 14  
Pg. 15  
Pg. 18  
Pg. 19  
Pg. 20  
Pg. 28 

Pg. 
7  

I am thinking everyone laughed 
when they heard the name 

Chrysanthemum because her name 
was unique. 

Pg. 
6 

I bet Chrysanthemum is thinking that 
school will be a lot of fun and she will 

make new friends. She seems excited to 
go. 

Pg. 
10 

 I’m thinking she wants to change her 
name because her friends teased 

her. 

Pg. 
9 

I think Chrysanthemum is feeling very sad. 
She thought her name was special, but 

now everyone is teasing her. 

Pg. 
11  

Poor Chrysanthemum. The other 
children teased her and now she 

doesn’t want to go back to school. 

Pg. 
10 

I bet Chrysanthemum is thinking that if 
she didn’t have such a unique name the 

other kids would like her more.   

Pg. 
13  

I am thinking Chrysanthemum 
dreamed her name was Jane because 
Victoria told her to change her name.   

Pg. 
11 
 

Her parents are trying to comfort her 
because she is so upset about the other 

children teasing her. I bet they are feeling 
worried about her because they don’t 

want her to feel sad. 

Pg. 
19  

Chrysanthemum’s parents tried to 
comfort her by telling her that her 

name was beautiful just like she was. 
They were trying to make her feel 

better. 

Pg. 
13 

Chrysanthemum thinks the name Jane 
would be better because other kids 

wouldn’t make fun of it. She used to love 
her name, but now she is not so sure. 

Pg. 
20  

I think Chrysanthemum dreamed she 
was a flower because the kids 

pretended to pick her and smell her 
like she was a real flower growing in 
the ground. It’s a problem that she 

let what the other children said 
about her name make her feel bad. 

Pg. 
14 

I think she’s trying to go as slowly as 
possible because she doesn’t want to go 
to school. I wonder if she is writing her 

name because she is thinking about how 
much she really does like it. Maybe she’s 
thinking that she shouldn’t let what they 

say bother her. 

Pg. 
21  

Chrysanthemum is taking a long time 
walking to school because she 
doesn’t want to hear the other 

children tease her about her name. 

Pg. 
15 

I bet she is wishing she hadn’t come to 
school. The other children are still teasing 

her and making her feel left out. 

Pg. 
28  

Now all of the children want to be 
named after a flower like 

Chrysanthemum. I think this 
happened because they found out 
that Mrs. Twinkle was also named 

after a flower. 

Pg. 
18 

Her parents are probably thinking that 
they want Chrysanthemum to feel good 

about herself no matter what anyone else 
says. 

  
Pg. 
28 

The children are all thinking that since 
Mrs. Twinkle has a flower name, they also 

want to be named after a flower. Now 
they think Chrysanthemum is lucky and 

she loves her name again. 



 

 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did Chrysanthemum want 
to change her name when she 
went to school?   

How did Chrysanthemum feel 
when the girls teased her about 
her name? Why?  

Why does Chrysanthemum 
decide her name is absolutely 
perfect? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Feeling good about yourself and liking who you are is very important. Don’t let what other people say keep you from feeling good. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Provide children with dress up items and musical instruments to put on their own class 
musical.  
Writing Center: Provide the children with a variety of instruments and papers to practice writing their 
own names. (pens, pencils, markers, crayons, bingo dabbers, sand trays, play dough, envelopes, stationary, 
etc.)  
Small Groups: Have children work to make flowers with a petal for each letter of their names. Compare 
the flowers to see who in the group has the most or fewest letters in their name. 

 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 


