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✔ SYSTEMATIC AND EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION    NOTES     

Instruction follows an appropriate phonics scope and sequence

Uses data to select skills that need extra review

Provides direct instruction (Modeling, guided and independent practice)

        BEST PRACTICES
Classroom environment promotes oral language development: 
teacher-student and student-student talk

Evidence of engaging families- sharing relevant resources and 
updating families on child’s progress

Teacher properly pronounces phonemes without the schwa sound

Evidence of planning for decodable text reading to practice 
fluency- accuracy, rate and prosody

Teacher discusses word meaning, including visuals, pictures, 
gestures and realia when possible

Teacher draws on linguistic strengths and skills children bring to 
the classroom, promotes metalinguistic awareness and compares 
the way we speak at home and the way text is written

Teacher provides supportive and corrective feedback as needed

Word study includes connections to morphology and syntax

NOTES: 
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✔ INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS NOTES

Warm-Up: (2-3 minutes)
•	 Recite previous sound-spellings using key cards or grapheme 

cards

Phonemic Awareness (1-2 minutes)
•	 Facilitates relevant phonemic awareness activities (phoneme 

blending, segmenting, etc.)

Introduce the New Pattern: (4-5 minutes)
•	 (Key Card) Introduce the new sound-spelling using a key 

card, focusing on articulatory features
•	 (Pictures and Objects) Show pictures and/or objects with the 

new sound spelling
•	 (Kinesthetic Writing) Model and practice writing the new 

sound-spelling in the air or on a surface
•	 (Optional) Ask students to share words with the new sound-

spelling
•	 (Optional) Sort pictures of objects with the new sound-

spelling and a previous sound-spelling

Blend Words and Phrases with New/Previous Patterns (2-3 minutes)
•	 Model and practice decoding real and nonsense words using 

sound-spelling cards or tiles
•	 Practice reading phrases/sentences that include words with 

the new sound-spelling

Review Previous Patterns for Spelling (1 minutes)
•	 Practice identifying sound-spellings after a sound is made
•	 Use data to select skills that need extra review


