
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Discover/descubrir (dehs-koo-breer): to find or learn something new/encontrar algo nuevo o por primera vez 

Secrets/secretos (seh-kreh-toh): something not everyone knows/algo que no todos saben

Silent/silencioso (see-lehn-syoh-soh): to be make no sound/no hacer ruido 

Brave/valiente (bah-lyehn-teh): doing something even when it is new, hard, or when you are feeling scared/alguien que hace algo aún cuando es nuevo, difícil o 
cuando tienes miedo de hacerlo

Treasure/tesoro (teh-soh-roh): something very special/algo muy especial y valioso

Main Idea: If you listen closely, you will make amazing discoveries. 

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to 
the earth?  What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Take a walk as a family and listen closely. Did you discover any new sounds or animals? Did you recognize any familiar sounds? 
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Writing:

Ask the children to 
share moments where 

they felt brave and ask them 
to document it in a drawing. 

Support them in labeling their 
drawing with their form of 

writing expression.

Outside:

Invite the children to sit or 
stand still for 30 seconds silently 
outside and close their eyes and 

listen to what they hear in nature. 
After the 30 seconds, document 

what they noticed when they 
couldn’t use their eyes.

Art:

Provide children with a 
variety of natural materials and 
ask them to discover something 

new to do with them. Share 
photos of artists that make 

similar artwork out of natural 
items.

Family Connection:

As a family take a “Listening 
Walk” around the neighborhood 
Try to walk silently to hear the 

sounds of nature in your community. 
When you return home, talk about 

what you heard. 

I Hear You, Forest 
by Kallie George and Carmen Mok

Science:

Invite children to explore how 
silently some animals can move by 

reviewing videos of their movements 
and trying to imitate it. Wonder 

together and talk about why it might 
be important for some animals 

to move more silently than 
others.


