Cox Campus Guide: Rhyme with Me

NOTE: This tool was created to help guide you through the Rhyme with Me course in a meaningful and intentional way. The course has been broken down
into smaller pieces with reflection and practice built into each. Also included are the Expected Child Outcomes that directly align to the strategies
presented in Power of Language. Users have found when they follow this guide; implementation of the strategies is more effective in the classroom.

Expected End-of-Year Child Outcomes for Rhyme with Me (Infants/Toddlers):

INFANTS 0-12

YOUNG TODDLERS 12-24

OLDER TODDLERS 24-36

Responds in developmentally appropriate ways (body and
hand movements) to the rhythm of a rhyming book

e  Rocks side-to-side when teacher is reading a
rhyming book (with focus on rhythm)

Listens to and responds to simple nursery rhymes, chants,
songs, and fingerplays

e  Bounces to the rhythm in songs, rhymes and
chants
e  Imitates hand movements in finger plays.
GELDS: CLL6.0a, CDCR4.0a, CD-CR4.0a

Begins to participate in rhyming activities related to rhyming books
(anticipates, chimes in, repeats words)

° Claps, pats, rocks to the rhythm of a rhyming book
e Imitates teacher's gestures and words during a rhyming story

Listens to and participates in rhyming, songs, and finger play activities

e  Dances, claps, or imitates teacher's movements to songs
e Imitates gestures and repeats words in nursery rhymes and
fingerplays (moves fingers up and down when singing “Itsy Bitsy
Spider)
GELDS: CLL6.1a, CLL6.1b, CDCR4

Fills in rhyming words when singing familiar nursery
rhymes or songs.

e  When singing “Twinkle, twinkle little star”,

How | wonder what  you ” (fills in the
word “are”.)

Listens to and imitates sounds in familiar nursery
rhymes, songs and chants.

GELDS: CLL6.2b, CLL6.2a
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Responds in developmentally appropriate ways (body and Begins to participates in rhyming activities related to rhyming books Segments words in a sentence

hand movement, vocalizations) to the rhythm of a rhyming
book e Imitates gestures used in read-aloud of rhyming book e  Gives one clap for each word in a sentence,
e  Repeats rhyming words or chimes in with teacher as she reads “We like to sing and dance!” Note: not

GELDS: CLL6.0a, CDCR4.0a, CD-CR4.0b CDCR4.0c rhyming books necessary to count claps
GELDS: CLL6.1b GELDS: CLL6.2b

INFANTS 0-12 YOUNG TODDLERS 12-24 OLDER TODDLERS 24-36

Not applicable Not applicable Recognizes that the letters of the alphabet are a
special category of visual graphics that can be
individually named.

GELDS: CLL7.2a

Explores books by grasping, mouthing, crumbling Turns pages well and turns an inverted book right side up Holds book with two hands, and turns pages.

pages.
GELDS: CLL8.1c GELDS: CLL8.2c

Helps adult turn pages

GELDS: CLL8.0a CLL8.0b

Not applicable Not applicable Recognizes book by cover

GELDS: CLL8.2a
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Cox Guide: Rhyme with Me, Infants and Toddlers

Rhyme WITH ME
Lesson 1: Rhythm
& Rhyme- A Lot
more than just Fun
Time!

Overview:

In this lesson
learners will be
introduced to a
universal language
of words, rhythm,
and movement
that sparks
imagination and
allows young
children to express
their thoughts and
emotions. Learners
will learn to use
songs, rhymes, and

What are rhyming
words? How can
rhymes prepare the
reading brain and
give a child a solid
foundation for
reading?

What is rhythm and
how does it prepare
the brain for
reading?

What is
phonological
awareness and why
is it an important
requirement for
reading?

Create and practice: Using a key ring,
gather some index cards and punch a
single whole in one corner at the top,
then attach them to the key ring.
Create a list of nursery rhymes and
fingerplays to use during various parts
of the day,( e.g. morning circle,
transitions, tune in songs used before
TIPS reads, etc.). Practice your
fingerplays or nursery rhymes before
sharing them with your children.

Cox Campus: We invite you to share
your thoughts and interact with other
teachers on the Cox Campus
Community. Go to the Community
Discussion Board and let us know what
is your favorite nursery rhyme or song
you share with your children?

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on first
page

Teacher Indicators:

- Teacher creates a safe, nurturing, loving
environment where children are given
multiple opportunities throughout the day to
hear and use the sounds of language, in
English or in home language.

- Uses rhythm and rhyme to build strong
relationships and have responsive
interactions, involving tuning in and using
gestures, facial expressions, touch, and child-
directed speech.

-Teacher understands how rhythm and
rhyme helps lay the foundation for the
development of language and literacy skills.

Helpful Hints:

Read the
following
document(s) in
the Resource
Library:

-Rhythm and
Rhyme Nurtures
Development in
all Areas

-Video: Rhythm
and Rhyme with
Doris
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fingerplays to have
responsive
interactions that
build strong
relationships and
children’s
knowledge about
the world,as well
as, help develop
the skills that form
the foundation for
literacy.

Infants: Provides consistent experiences with
the same song or rhyme (at the same time
during the day, e.g., naptime) to help young
babies (and toddlers) remember R&R
(rhythm and rhyme) experiences.

-Engage babies in simple songs and rhymes,
including some with corresponding hand
gestures, like “The Wheels on the Bus” or
“Twinkle Twinkle.”

-Use babies’ names in the songs you sing and
presents R&R one-on-one

Young Toddlers: Choose songs that are
repetitive in rhythm and lyrics to help
children anticipate patterns (Old McDonald)
and place objects in sequence (One, Two,
Buckle my shoe; Flve little monkeys)

-Sing songs about feelings to help toddlers
learn about and express their emotions

-Presents R&R one on one, and in small
groups.

Older Toddlers: Use symbols and provide
props to go along with songs and fingerplays,
e.g., use toy spiders when singing Itsy Bitsy
Spider, point to pictures as you say “spider”,
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or show objects or pictures to represent
spoken words.

-Have older toddlers act out songs and
rhymes

-Presents R&R one on one, and in small and
large groups.

Rhyme with ME
Lesson 2: Rhyme
and Song make the
Brain Strong!

Overview:

This lesson will
explore the
foundation of
many activities that
fall under rhythm
and rhyme, and the
important benefits
these have for
children.

What are some
benefits of rhythm
and rhyme?

How can rhythm
and rhyme build
imagination and
creativity?

How will you plan to
meet with families
of dual language
learners for support
with incorporating
songs and rhymes in
children’s home
language?

Reflect: What type of activities do you
think of when hearing the phrase
rhythm and rhyme?

Plan: Visit the resource library on Cox
Campus, then search and download the
Rollins Rhyme Collection. Take time to
select and practice which rhymes and
fingerplays you will use in your
classroom, as well as ones to support
your dual language learners. Add your
selections to the nursery rhyme key
ring you have created.

Family Connection: Invite family
members of dual language learners
and/or of culturally diverse
backgrounds, in your classroom to
share a song, nursery rhyme, or

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on first
page

Teacher Indicators

- Teacher creates a safe, nurturing, loving
environment where children are given
multiple opportunities throughout the day to
hear and use the sounds of language, in
English or in home language.

- Uses rhythm and rhyme to build strong
relationships and have responsive
interactions, involving tuning in and using
gestures, facial expressions, touch, and child-
directed speech.

-Implements rhythm and rhyme activities
that help teach vocabulary and promote
phonological awareness so children are
exposed to listening to sounds and patterns
of language. For example, for toddlers, pause

Read the
following
document(s) in
the Resource
Library:

-Rollins Rhyme
Collection

-Rhythm and
Rhyme Nurtures
Development in
all Areas

Video: Rhythm
and Rhyme with
Faye
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fingerplay they use at home. Encourage | and let children fill in the word when singing
the use of home language. well known songs or reading rhyming books
(Row, row, your ____; Brown bear, brown

Watch: Need to see an example of bear, what do you see ... | see a

rhythm and rhyme in a classroom? Visit looking at me!)

the Resource Library on Cox Campus
and search rhythm and rhyme! Don’t -Teaches world knowledge that promotes
forget to select Video as the resource creativity and imagination by exposing
type! children to a variety of songs or rhymes

-Incorporates rhymes, songs, and rhyming
books in children’s home language to
support dual language learners, and to
expose all children to other cultures and
languages

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on first

page
Rhyme WITH ME What are some of Reflection: How do you bring rhythm Read the

Lesson 3: You the special features | and rhyme to life in your classroom? Teacher Indicators: following
of great rhythm and document(s) in
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Bring Rhythm &
Rhyme to Life!

Overview:

By the end of this
lesson, learners will
be prepared to
bring rhythm and
rhyme to life by
putting into
practice all the
different features
of great rhythm
and rhyme
teachers.

rhyme teachers?
Why are the
features beneficial?

What is an
important element
to remember when
you implement
rhythm and rhyme
activities with young
children?

Why should you
refrain from mixing
rhythm and rhyme
and technology
(CD’s or youtube)?

What do you do to make sure children
get the most out of a song or rhyme?

Plan and Practice: Think about the
opportunities you have throughout the
day to engage in rhythm and rhyme
activities. Prepare for those
opportunities using your nursery rhyme
key ring (created earlier in lesson 1)
and select a rhyme, song, or fingerplay
you are planning to share with your
children. Practice your selection with a
co-teacher, coach/facilitator, or if you
want- in the mirror! Be sure to practice
any actions, exaggerated gestures, or
dramatic effects.

Videotape yourself sharing your rhyme,
song, or finger play with your children;
showcasing the 7 features of a great
rhythm and rhyme teacher. Reflect on
these questions when watching it with
your coach/facilitator or by yourself:

-How did | bring the rhythm or rhyme
activity to life for my children?

-Did | use any exaggerated gestures or
dramatic effects?

- Teachers create a safe, nurturing, loving

environment where children are given

multiple opportunities throughout the day to

hear and use the sounds of language, in

English or in home language.

- Uses rhythm and rhyme to build strong
relationships and have responsive

interactions, involving tuning in and using

exaggerated gestures, facial expressions,

actions, and dramatic effects.

-Implements the 7 features of great rhythm

and rhyme teachers by:

Ensuring activities are fun and
captures children’s interest

Using gestures, facial expressions,
body movements, and child-directed
speech

Practicing and prepares rhythm and
rhyme activities ahead of time
Staying tuned in to your children’s
interest to take advantage of every
opportunity to engage in rhythm and
rhyme, throughout the day
Encouraging children’s participation
so children can thrive! Be repetitive

the Resource
Library:

-Special
Features of
Great Rhythm
and Rhyme
Teachers

-Rhythm and
Rhyme Nurtures
Development in
all Areas

-Rollins Rhymes
Collection

Video: Rhythm
and Rhyme with
Brooke
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-How well did my children participate Refraining from mixing rhythm and
during the activity? rhyme and technology
Promoting a sense of belonging and

-What can | do further to encourage allows children to learn about

children’s participation? different cultures by including songs
Further Reflection: Based on the and fingerplays from various
practices and features learned, which cultures/languages
ones are you very comfortable with
right now? Utilizing the Special
Features of Great Rhythm and Rhyme
Teachers, choose one or two areas you
would like to continue working on.
Discuss the special features you
identified with your coach/facilitator

for next steps.

Rhyme with ME: What types of Plan: Choose a book appropriate for Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on first | Read the
Lesson 4: Rhythm rhyming books do your age group. Then, find or create a page following
and Rhyme for All | you have for your guide using the TIPS Rhythm and document(s) in
Teacher Indicators: Please see below the Resource

Library:

Ages infants or toddlers Rhyme Planning Form Guide with the
in the classroom? support of your coach/facilitator or a
colleague. Mark up your book using the
guide and practice your read. -Provides consistent experiences with the

Overview: Infants:

How do children in
your classroom

- Tips Rhythm
and Rhyme
Guide {If you
need examples,
check out the

In this lesson you _ _
will learn what to same song or rhyme (at the same time during
expect from infants

and toddlers in

respond during the day, e.g., naptime) to help young babies
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rhythm and rhyme
activities in ways
that support their
development and
participation.

rhythm and rhymes
activities?

Why is it important
for teachers to
encourage one-on-
one interactions
during rhythm and
rhyme for infants
and toddlers?

Why is repetition so
important for
toddlers
participation?

What ways do you
plan to connect
rhymes to your
curriculum themes?

Note: For older
toddlers in the
second half of the
year you can
enhance rhythm
and rhyme activities
to promote

Note: If you need more support, you
can always join us in the Cox Campus
Community and find help there.

Practice:

Practice with your coach/facilitator and
have them take notes using the TIPS
Rhythm and Rhyme indicators listed on
the fidelity form while you read and
then look over the feedback together.

Videotape yourself during a Rhythm or
Rhyme story read and reflect on these
questions when watching it with your
coach/facilitator or by yourself (Use the
teacher indicators to help you reflect!):

Rhyme Read:

-Did | use voice inflection to emphasize
rhyme?

-Did | pause on each page to point out
and repeat rhyming words?

-Did | add in other rhyming words? Did |
ask my older toddlers to come up with
some rhyming words?

(and toddlers) remember and link R&R with
these experiences.

-Helps babies move their bodies to the
rhythm of the beat when they participate in
R&R activities, while you hold them or when
they lay or sit on the floor

young toddlers:

-Uses songs to teach vocabulary. Songs and
rhymes help toddlers put words and phrases
together. Pause and let children fill in the
word when singing well known songs or
reading rhyming books (Row, row, your
Brown bear, brown bear, what do you see ... |
looking at me!). Modify the
words in well known songs (e.g., “Happy

see a

lunchtime to you.”

-Encourages participation in song-based
games like “Ring Around the Rosey to
support growth of peer play.

-Chooses songs that are repetitive in rhythm
and lyrics to help children anticipate patterns
(Old McDonald).

Older Toddlers:

completed TIPS
guides on COX
campus}

- Tips Rhythm
and Rhyme
Planning Guide

-25 Great
Rhyming books
for infants and
toddlers
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phonological
awareness skills.

Rhythm Read:

-Did | read the book without pauses or
stopping to explain words?

-Did I sing the book/read in a rhythmic
way?

-Did | add movement (dance to beat or
claps hands)?

-Did I invite children to join in by
dancing, clapping or stomping the
beat?

Try This: Older toddlers can start
engaging in phonological awareness

activities in the second-half of the year.

You can try activities as mentioned in
the course like clap out words or fill in
the blank when engaging children in
rhymes.

Watch: Check out the Video Library on
COX Campus for more videos of Rhyme
with Me activities.

-Exposes toddlers to songs and rhymes from
their home cultures and languages to create
continuity between home and caregiving
setting and to validate the importance of
their home language and culture

-Encourages older toddlers to act out songs
and rhymes

-Uses songs and rhymes as a different way to
tell a story. As you sing or rhyme, use
puppets, felt board cutouts, photos. Children
can even act out parts of the song.

Rhyme with ME
Lesson 5: TIPS for

-What is the
purpose of a rhyme
read?

Plan: Choose a book appropriate for
younger/older toddlers. Then, find a
TIPS guide or create a TIPS guide with
the support of your coach/facilitator or

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on first
page

Read the
following
document(s) in
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Reading Rhyming
Books

Overview: This
course prepares
the learner to read
rhyming books
with infants and

toddlers using TIPS.

-What is the TIPS
strategy? How can
you incorporate a
rhyme read while
following the TIPS
strategy?

-What are the three
ways to read a
rhyming book?

How many times
should you Read for
meaning before you
move to the other
types of rhyming
reads?

-Should you read all
three types of reads
in one day?

-How is reading for
rhythm different
from reading for
meaning or rhyme?

a colleague. Mark your book using the
TIPS guide and practice the read! Find a
related informational book to connect
to your story book. Again, follow a
guide and mark your book before you
share it with your children!

Note: If you need more support, you
can always join us in the Cox Campus
Community and find help there.

Practice:

Practice the three ways to read a
Rhyme TIPS book (meaning, rhyme, and
rhythm) with your co-teacher or your
coach/facilitator. Have them take notes
using the TIPS for Rhythm and Rhyme
indicators listed while you read and
then look over the feedback together.
Use the TIPS Planning Form for Rhythm
and Rhyme and plan each of your
reads.

Videotape yourself doing a meaning
read, and reflect on these questions
when watching it with your
coach/facilitator or by yourself:

Teacher Indicators:
Tune In:

- Chooses a book that is appropriate for
age/interests of the child/children
(knowledgeable guide) or allows the child to
choose a book (interested follower) and
responds appropriately

- Reads books based on child’s/children’s
needs (individually, small groups or large

groups)

- Captures the child’s attention by singing a
favorite song, rhyme, fingerplay or
commenting on a child’s interest in a book

Introduce the Book:

- Calls attention to the cover of the book and
states the title

- Uses the cover illustration to tell what the
book is about and set the purpose for
reading

- Makes a connection between the book and
the child’s world at school or home

Promote Language:

the Resource
Library:

- Great Books to
Read with
Infants and
Toddlers

- Tips Guide {If
you need
examples, check
out the
completed TIPS
guides on COX
campus}

- Tips Planning
Guide
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Meaning Read:
-Did | follow the TIPS strategy?

-Did | Tune-In by capturing the
children’s attention by singing a
favorite song, rhyme, fingerplay or
commenting on a child’s interest in a
book?

-Did | Introduce the book by Calling
attention to the cover of the book and
state the title?

- Did | use the cover illustration to
capture interest, tell what the book is
about, and set the purpose for reading
while introducing the book.

-Did | promote language by using
think-alouds to describe events in the
story?

-After reading, did | summarize the
book by flipping back to previous
illustrations in order to restate the
main idea and highlight key
vocabulary?

Videotape yourself doing a rhyme read,
and reflect on these questions when

- Uses think-alouds to describe events in the
story

- Uses think-alouds to explain character’s
thoughts, actions and feelings

- Uses think-alouds to make connections
both within the story and to child’s world

- Uses additional tier 2 vocabulary

- Uses the PAT strategy to teach important
vocabulary from the book

e Points to the pictures while saying
the words in the story
Acts out words in the story with
gestures, facial expressions, or voices
Tells the meaning of words in the
story
- Stays tuned in and is responsive to
child/children during read (e.g. connects
story to child’s interests)

Summarize the Book:

- After reading, summarizes the book by
flipping back to previous illustrations in order
to restate the main idea and highlight key
vocabulary

IR COX Campus
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watching it with your coach/facilitator
or by yourself:

Rhyme Read:

-Did | use voice inflection to emphasize
rhyme?

-Did | pause on each page to point out
and repeat rhyming words?

-Did | add in other rhyming words and
did | ask my older toddler to come up
with some rhyming words?

-After reading the book did | summarize
by Flipping back to a few pages to
review rhyming words?

Videotape yourself doing a rhythm
read, and reflect on these questions
when watching it with your
coach/facilitator or by yourself:

Rhythm Read:

-Did | read the book without pauses or
stopping to explain words?

-Did I sing the book/read in a rhythmic
way?

- Asks closed and open questions about
events, characters’ actions, or feelings (ex.
why did a character feel sad?)

- Responds to and honors child’s attempts to
communicate by acknowledging child’s
response

- Responds to child’s attempts to
communicate by restating and expanding
what the child says using well-formed
sentences

- Responds to child’s attempts to
communicate by using tier 2 vocabulary

Note: There are three different types of TIPS
reads (meaning, rhyme, and rhythm) each
read has their own indicators to determine
if reads are being done with fidelity. See
TIPS fidelity form for details. For example,
“S” in summarize would look different for a
Rhyme read--you would go back through
the story to emphasize the rhyming words
only, then ask children for additional
rhyming words.
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-Did | add movement (dance to beat or
claps hands)?

-Did I invite children to join in by
dancing, clapping or stomping the
beat?

-After reading the book, did |
summarize by asking children if they
heard the rhythm or song?

Watch: If you need to see another
example of a read, check in the Video
Library on COX campus for an older
toddler storybook and informational
text TIPS read!

Reflect: What questions do you still
have? Join us and other teachers in the
Cox Campus Community for discussion
and support!

Rhyme with ME:
Lesson 6: Rhythm
and Rhyme all the
time

Overview: This
lesson will give you
details on how to

-How often should
infants and toddlers
be exposed to
rhythm and rhyme
activities?

-How can you
incorporate rhythm

Plan: Take an opportunity to look at
your daily schedule and think about
what rhythm and rhyme activities you
can include throughout parts of your
day. Discuss ways you will incorporate
rhythm and rhyme activities with your
coach/facilitator.

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on first
page

Teacher indicators:

-Connects Rhythm and Rhyme with
curriculum themes

Read the
following
document(s) in
the Resource
Library:

-Rhythm and
Rhyme Nurtures
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plan ahead for
Rhythm and Rhyme
activities as you
include them
throughout your
daily schedule.

and rhyme during
arrival time?

-How can you plan
for playtime Rhyme
opportunities daily?

-How can you make
the most out of
daily routines while
being intentional
about including
rhyming activities?

-What parts of the
day can you include
rhyming activities?

-How can rhythm
and Rhyme help
with transitions in
the classroom?

-How can you
connect rhythm and
rhyme to your
curriculum themes?

Practice: Now that you have created
your nursery rhyme key ring and have
planned when you will implement
rhythm and rhyme throughout the day.
Take some time to practice your
rhymes during transitions and
throughout other parts of the day.

Reflect:

-How did the children react to the
rhythm and rhyme activities
incorporated throughout the day?

-Were rhythm and rhyme activities
planned with intentionality, and in
what ways can adjustments be made in
the future?

-Incorporates rhythm and rhyme throughout
your daily schedule

-Chooses age appropriate books that can
extend activities around rhythm and rhyme

-Make family connections by inviting parents
in the classroom to share their favorite
rhymes, fingerplays or songs

Dual Language Learners:
-Invites families to share their favorite songs
or rhymes in their home language

-Learns the words of culturally diverse songs
to incorporate as apart of rhymes collection

-Encourages parents to read books and sing
songs in their home language at home

Development in
all Areas

-TIPS Planning
form for
Rhythm and
Rhyme

-Rollins Rhymes
Collection
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