
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Leaves Author: David Ezra Stein 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 

 Fall Leaves 
“Leaves are floating softly, softly down.  
They make a carpet on the ground.  
When swish, the wind comes whirling by,  
and sends them dancing to the sky.” 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

The name of this book is Leaves. Look, I see a baby bear on 
the cover (point) and I see leaves (point) all around him. 
Some of the leaves are falling (motion of fingers falling) to 
the ground. I notice the bear is observing (looking) at this leaf 
that has fallen on the ground. I wonder why he is looking at 
this leaf (point) so closely? Let’s read and find out.  

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 

happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 
props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

2 His (bear)   
Look at how small bear looks. He is a 
baby bear cub. 

5 Leaf 
Fell- move fingers 

down to show a leaf 
falling 

 
 

Guiding questions to consider: 
What will you do to tune in and engage 
the child/children with this book? 

 
What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

6  
Wondered-Point to 

head 

Wondered – was 

thinking 

 

 

Bear is wondering, or thinking about, if 
the leaf is okay.  

10    

Look, bear is observing, watching all 
the leaves fall. I notice that his face 
looks confused; he does not 
understand why the leaves are falling. I 
know that leaves fall when the weather 
turns cold (the season of fall). But I do 
not think this young bear knows this 
yet. 

11  
Catch- reach 

arms/hands up like you 
are catching leaves 

 
He doesn’t want the leaves to fall off, 
so he is trying to put them back on the 
tree. 

14  Sleepy- yawn   

15 Hole    

16 Leaves   
I think that Bear is putting these leaves 
in a hole so that he can make a 
comfortable place to go to sleep.(A) 

19   

Winter – when it 
gets really cold 

outside 
 

 

21 Ground  
Snug – cozy and 

warm 
 

22   Thick- deep 
Look, Bear is still sleeping (point to 
ground). Bears sleep a lot in the winter. 
They hibernate (sleep). 

23   
Spring – when it gets 

warmer, and the 
snow goes away 

 

24  
Wide eyes-open eyes 

wide 
Woke – not sleep 

anymore 

Look at bear (point). He is waking up 
and looking out of the hole where he 
was sleeping (hibernating). I bet he was 
confused when he woke up. He didn’t 
understand. When he went to sleep, it 
looked different – the leaves were 
falling. But now, new leaves are 
growing on the trees. 

25 Sun    

27 Tiny Leaves 
Tiny- show small with 

fingers,  
 

 



 

   
 

Unfold- hold hands 
together and open 

slowly. 

28   Welcome - hello 

I bet Bear is so happy to see the leaves 
(point). He did not like it when they fell 
off (in the fall), but now that it is getting 
warmer (turning into spring), the leaves 
are growing again. Remember, Bear 
was asleep (A)for all of winter and now 
he is awake.  

29  
Thought-place finger 
to head as if thinking 

about something 
Welcomed 

Ah, bear is thinking that the leaves are 
saying hello (wave) after the long, cold, 
winter. 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about bear and how he was 
confused about the falling leaves. Let’s look back at the 
story and see what happened with the leaves and what 
bear did. 

 For example, flip back to pages 5 and 6, and say, 
“remember when bear found a lead that had fallen down?” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be “Why did bear fill the 
hole with leaves?” or “Why was bear so excited when 
he woke up and it was Spring?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested 
Pages for 

Summarizing 
 

Pg. 6 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 28 

Key Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 

1. Observing- to 
look at closely 

2. Confused-don't 
understand 

3. Wonder-
thinking about 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book with 
children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  

 

What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages? 
Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like Google 
Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom:  



 

   
 

     1. Confused – Confundido (con-fewn-dee-doe) 
     2. Observing – Observando (ob-ser-vahn-doe) 
     3. Wonder -  Preguntarse   (pray-goon-tar-say) 
 

• What props or materials will you use?  
• Additional supports for this book:   

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


