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Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy Course Guide

Course Guide Information

This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information provided
in the corresponding course.

How to Use this Guide

Lesson Overview

Each lesson includes an overview with a brief description of the lesson and three major
objectives. Rate your current knowledge of the information on the scale before
watching the lesson.

Notes Page

As you watch each lesson, a page is provided for taking notes, allowing you to refer
back to them whenever needed.

Reflection Page

After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you
learned and how you can apply it to improve instruction.

Extension Activities

After you finish the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much
you learned. There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your
understanding and improve your practice.
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Lesson 1: Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy

In this lesson, you will learn about oral language and its impact on literacy development.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:

1. Understand what oral language is, how it develops and its importance for literacy.
2. Connect key theoretical models of reading to oral language.
3. Reflect on current teaching practices and consider adjustments as needed.

Rate Your Knowledge

On a scale of 1 - 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

12345678910

Notes
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Lesson 1: Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy

Take Notes

What is oral language?

Take Notes

How does oral language develop?

What Are the Five Components of Oral Language?
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Lesson 1: Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy

Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson?
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Lesson 1: Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy

Revisit Lesson Goals:

1. Understand what oral language is, how it develops and its importance for literacy.
2. Connect key theoretical models of reading to oral language.
3. Reflect on current teaching practices and consider adjustments as needed.

Rate Your Knowledge

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a
scale of 1 - 10.
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Extension Activities

The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better the
results you will see.

Application Checklist

1. Print the Oral Language Glossary and the Components of Language Chart for
reference.

2. If you have children you suspect may have language delays in your classroom,
download the Supporting Children’s Language resource and determine their
developmental level.

3. Record a 30 minute segment of your day in the classroom and analyze the amount of
teacher talk vs. student talk. Reflect on equity of voice in your classroom.

(%] COX Campus


https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=30a60fd6-25f5-4b58-a372-539ebbeae0ee&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=7183e0a1-0b0f-42ea-bc78-e40f8914b98e&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://coxcampus.thinkingcap.com/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=489230c7-dd87-41db-967d-199cd4ce93dc&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=444afad9-e039-43d2-78f6-5fb2340b7db1&AllowDownload=true

Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy Course Guide

Lesson 2: An Environment that Cultivates Language for All

Learners

In this lesson, you will learn characteristics of a language-centered classroom
environment that supports oral language development in all children, including those
who come from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:

1. Understand the connection between oral language and literacy development,
including how development may vary depending on students’ linguistic background.

2. Understand the importance of adopting culturally and linguistically preserving
practices in order to help students achieve proficiency.

3. Reflect on equity of voice in the classroom and consider adjustments to classroom
practices as needed.

Rate Your Knowledge

On a scale of 1 - 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.
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Notes
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Lesson 2: An Environment that Cultivates Language for All Learners

Take Notes

What is the ultimate goal listed on the K-3 TALK Ladder?

Take Notes
Explain HABLA.

Take Notes

Define multilingual learner.

Take Notes

What is dialect?
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Lesson 2: An Environment that Cultivates Language for All Learners

Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson?
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Lesson 2: An Environment that Cultivates Language for All Learners

Revisit Lesson Goals:

1. Understand the connection between oral language and literacy development,
including how development may vary depending on students’ linguistic background.

2. Understand the importance of adopting culturally and linguistically preserving
practices in order to help students achieve proficiency.

3. Reflect on equity of voice in the classroom and consider adjustments to classroom
practices as needed.

Rate Your Knowledge

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a
scale of 1 - 10.
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Extension Activities

The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better the
results you will see.

Application Checklist

1. Be intentional about using the safety nets on the K-3 TALK Ladder. Start with one
safety net. As that safety net becomes habit, add another one.

2. Send home the Family Culture and Language Survey and begin learning about the
first languages spoken by the children in your class.

3. Read and reflect on the article: Teaching Reading to African American Children by
Julie A. Washington and Mark S. Seidenberg. Consider how the dialects spoken by
the students in your class vary from the language of text.
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Lesson 3: Phonology & Phonetics

In this lesson, you will learn about phonology, a component of oral language that
governs the sounds of speech and how speech sounds can be combined to produce
words.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:

1. Understand what phonology is and how it relates to reading.

2. Learn about the phonological rules that vary according to language and dialect.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of phonology in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

On a scale of 1 - 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

12345678910

Notes
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Lesson 3: Phonology & Phonetics

Take Notes
What is phonology?

Take Notes

How does phonology develop?

Take Notes

What does it mean when we say phonology is rule-governed?
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Match the term to the definition.

Phoneme

Grapheme

Phonetics

A letter or group of letters that represents a speech
sound.

The smallest unit of sound in a language. ‘

The study of speech sounds and their production,
articulation, and classification.
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Lesson 3: Phonology & Phonetics
Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson?
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Lesson 3: Phonology & Phonetics

Revisit Lesson Goals:

1. Understand what phonology is and how it relates to reading.

2. Learn about the phonological rules that vary according to language and dialect.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of phonology in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a
scale of 1 - 10.
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Extension Activities

The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the
better the results you will see.

Application Checklist

1. Assess your curriculum materials to determine if phonemic awareness is addressed.

2. Compare English phonemes to the phonemes in the first languages spoken by the
children in your classroom.

3. Download the Cox Campus Sound Wall and Phoneme Grapheme Chart to use in
your classroom.
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Lesson 4: Morphology

In this lesson, you will learn about morphology, a component of language that involves
morphemes, the smallest meaningful units of language.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:

1. Understand what morphology is and how it relates to reading.

2. Learn about the morphological rules that vary according to language and dialect.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of morphology in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

On a scale of 1 - 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

12345678910

Notes
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Lesson 4: Morphology

Take Notes

How does morphology develop?

Take Notes

What is an example of a morphological rule?

Match the term to the definition.

Morpheme ‘
Cognate ‘
Affixes ‘

A letter or group of letters that form a new word
with a different meaning when added to the
beginning or the end of a word.

from the same

Related words between languages that come
ancestral language.

‘ The smallest meaningful units of language. ‘
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Lesson 4: Morphology
Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson?
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Lesson 4: Morphology

Revisit Lesson Goals:

1. Understand what morphology is and how it relates to reading.

2. Learn about the morphological rules that vary according to language and dialect.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of morphology in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a
scale of 1 - 10.

12345678910

Extension Activities

The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the
better the results you will see.

Application Checklist

1. Assess your curriculum materials to determine if morphological awareness is
addressed.

2. Consider the first languages spoken by your students. Search for lists of cognates
and false cognates for those languages.

3. Download the Cox Campus Teaching Morphology Resource and use it to plan a
lesson.
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Lesson 5: Syntax

In this lesson, you will learn about syntax - a subcomponent of language form that
involves the way words and phrases can be arranged in sentences.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:

1. Understand what syntax is and how it relates to reading.

2. Learn about syntactic rules that vary according to language and dialect.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of syntax in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

On a scale of 1 - 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.
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Notes
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Lesson 5: Syntax

Take Notes

What is syntax?

Take Notes

How does syntax develop?

Take Notes

What is an example of a syntactic rule?

B3 COX Campus



Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy Course Guide

Match the term to the definition.

A sentence that includes at least one
Simple Sentence subordinate clause.
A sentence with only one clause, with a single
Compound Sentence subject and predicate.
Complex Sentence ‘ ‘ Two or more simple sentences added together. ‘
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Lesson 5: Syntax

Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson?

3 COX Campus



Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy Course Guide

Lesson 5: Syntax

Revisit Lesson Goals:

1. Understand what syntax is and how it relates to reading.

2. Learn about syntactic rules that vary according to language and dialect.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of syntax in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a
scale of 1 - 10.

12345678910

Extension Activities

The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the
better the results you will see.

Application Checklist

1. Assess your curriculum materials to determine if syntactic awareness is addressed.
2. Download the Open-Ended vs. Closed-Ended Question Resource and the K-3 TALK
Ladder. Plan three open-ended questions for an upcoming lesson. Consider what

response to these questions would meet the K-3 TALK ladder goal.
3. Plan a lesson using the Sentence Deconstruction Resource.
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Lesson 6: Semantics

In this lesson, you will learn about language content (or semantics) which is closely
related to vocabulary.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:

1. Understand what semantics is and how it relates to reading.

2. Learn about semantic rules that vary according to language and dialect.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of semantics in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

On a scale of 1 - 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

12345678910

Notes
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Lesson 6: Semantics

Take Notes

What is semantics?

Take Notes

How does semantics develop?

Take Notes

What is an example of a semantic rule?
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Match the term to the definition.

High utility words that occur across subjects and
Lexical Semantics domains (ex: concern, complex, reasonable).
The study of word meaning and word
Sentential Semantics relationships.

Tier 2 Vocabulary ‘ ‘ The study of phrases, clauses, and sentences. ‘
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Lesson 6: Semantics

Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson?
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Lesson 6: Semantics

Revisit Lesson Goals:

1. Understand what semantics is and how it relates to reading.

2. Learn about semantic rules that vary according to language and dialect.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of semantics in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a
scale of 1 - 10.
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Extension Activities

The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the
better the results you will see.

Application Checklist

1. Assess your curriculum materials to determine if semantic awareness (tier 2
vocabulary) is addressed. Use our Choosing Vocabulary Words for Instruction
resource as a guide.

2. Choose five target Tier 2 vocabulary words that can be used throughout an entire
week of instruction. Plan for 12-20 exposures to each word.

3. Choose a strategy for getting children to use Tier 2 vocabulary: phonemic cue,
either/or, ask for a synonym. Plan opportunities to practice this strategy throughout
the week.
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Lesson 7: Social Communication

In this lesson, you will learn about social communication, the social context of
language.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:

4. Understand what social communication is and how it relates to reading.

5. Learn about social communication rules that vary according to language and dialect.

6. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of social communication in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

On a scale of 1 - 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

12345678910

Notes
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Lesson 7: Social Communication

Take Notes

What is social communication?

Take Notes

How does social communication develop?

Take Notes

What is an example of a social communication rule?
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Match the term to the definition.

Mental processes involved in perceiving,
Social Interaction interpreting _
and understanding social information.
The understanding (receptive) and production
Social Cognition (expressive) of all components of language.
Social Processing ‘ ‘ Communication between two or more people.
Pragmatics The set of rules we follow during social
interactions.
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Lesson 7: Social Communication

Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson?
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Lesson 7: Social Communication

Revisit Lesson Goals:

4. Understand what social communication is and how it relates to reading.

5. Learn about social communication rules that vary according to language and dialect.

6. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s
development of social communication in the classroom.

Rate Your Knowledge

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a
scale of 1 - 10.
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Extension Activities

The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the
better the results you will see.

Application Checklist

1. Assess your class time to determine places where partner talk and/or accountable
talk could be included.

2. Spend some time thinking about common idioms used in the classroom. Make a plan
for teaching these idioms explicitly.

3. Plan a contrastive analysis activity to compare the way we speak to the way text is
written.
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Lesson 8: Oral Language Routines that Support Deep Literacy

In this lesson, you will learn to integrate oral language building activities and routines
into all parts of the day.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:

1. Understand the importance of read aloud as it relates to oral language development.

2. Learn instructional routines that integrate throughout the day that build oral
language skills and promote deep literacy.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways integrate all aspects of oral
language development into instructional routines and activities.

Rate Your Knowledge

On a scale of 1 - 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

12345678910

Notes
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Lesson 8: Oral Language Routines that Support Deep Literacy
Take Notes

What is deep reading?

Take Notes

How does read aloud support oral language development?

Take Notes

How can routines support oral language development?
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List four activities that promote oral language and deep

literacy.
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Lesson 8: Oral Language Routines that Support Deep Literacy
Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson?
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Lesson 8: Oral Language Routines that Support Deep Literacy

Revisit Lesson Goals:

1. Understand the importance of read aloud as it relates to oral language development.

2. Learn instructional routines that integrate throughout the day that build oral
language skills and promote deep literacy.

3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways integrate all aspects of oral
language development into instructional routines and activities.

Rate Your Knowledge

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a
scale of 1 - 10.
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Extension Activities

The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the
better the results you will see.

Application Checklist

1. Assess your classroom library and curriculum materials to determine if mirrors,
windows and doors are adequately addressed.

2. Download the templates for Prove It and This or That. Choose one template and
plan an activity that supports oral language and deep literacy development.

3. Look at your writing time. Determine whether or not your students have enough
time for oral rehearsal prior to writing.
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