
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 

beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make art? How can art help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire 

ourselves and others? How can we use art to change the world?  

Focus Words: 

Imagination/imaginación (ee-mah-hee-nah-see-own): something that you think of/algo que tu piensas 

Pretend/pretender (preh-tehn-dehr): act like something else or like a thing is something else/actuar como otra persona u otra cosa 

Transform/transformar (trans-for-mar): to change from one thing to another/cambiar de una cosa a otra 

Gentle/suave (swah-vay): soft and calm/amable y delicado 

Possibility/posibilidad (poh-see-bee-lee-dahd): something that might happen/algo que puede pasar 

Interesting/interesante (een-ter-reh-sahn-teh): something that makes us want to learn, see, or do more/algo que nos hace querer aprender más o hacer más 

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddler_  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Art/arte (R-tay)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about art and creative opportunities that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share this art with your class. 

Could they come in and demonstrate or send a video and share their creativity? Or, can they send you a link or a picture to post of someone creating that 

art?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Older Toddler               Theme:_______________                                            Week of: _______________ 

Small Group/Emergent Writing: 

Bring in a box- ask children what 

you all could use your imagination 

and pretend it could be... Have 

children take turns acting out 

things they imagine with/in the 

box...Illustrate a list together, 

sketching as they make their 

recommendations.  

Transition: 

Building on the directions for engagement in 

Press Here, play a quick game of Mirror. In 

this game you do an action (kick your foot) 

and ask children to say and it and do it too in 

response, mirroring you. As you do this quick 

gathering activity on the carpet ask other 

children to try out some interesting 

movements and respond, with other 

children, in mirroring each child. A great 

activity to do while waiting for the next! 

Art:  

Bring out some supplies 

they haven’t used before 

and encourage them to be 

gentle with them.  

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

 

Family Connection: 

Is there an item that your child  

loves to play with and pretend?  

Take a picture of your child with an object  

hat they love and use for different purposes  

(i.e. a pasta spoon as a tool for catching and 

throwing, a box that they have built as a  

rocket ship, etc.) Send it to school. Teachers  

make a ‘NOT A _____ “ board with pictures  

of the children tapping into the potential  

of these items in creative, interesting,  

and fabulous ways. 

 

Center Time:  

Have a range of found or  

recycled objects with uses that are  

familiar to children (ie paper towel roll,  

milk carton, plastic cup, toys, etc.) Invite 

children to use their imaginations and see 

what possibilities they might find and  

create for that item, just like the rabbit  

did in Not a Box.  

 

Small Group  

Art Activity:  

 “Not a String” -- give each child a  

piece of yarn and have them create, or 

transform it,  something new. Glue down 

their string and write down on their art  

what they tell you about it. 

rt: Bring out some supplies they haven’t 

used before and encourage them to be 

gentle with them.  

.  All across the weeks: 

Use words like ‘interesting,” “what possibility 

do you see,” “I notice you see a new way of 

using this” as you encourage children’s 

exploration. Have them celebrate their 

fabulous creations by describing interesting 

details about their visual texts, creations, and 

other artwork/dramatic play/musical 

performances/etc. 

 

Focus Book  
Not a box  

by Antoinette Portis 
& 

Press Here/ Preciona Aqui 
by Herve Tullet  


