
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddler) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Little Gorilla  Author: Ruth Bornstein 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
Begin with a song, “Where Is?”: “Where is (child’s name)? 
Where is (child’s name)? There he/she is, there he/she is. 
How are you today (child’s name)?  Pause for answer Yes, 
you are.” – to the tune of “Thumbkin 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

The name of this book is Little Gorilla. Look at the cover 
of the book. Here is a little baby gorilla! He’s sitting in 
the middle of these leaves(point). I think he must be in 
the jungle. He looks happy! Let’s read the book and find 
out why little gorilla is so happy 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 

 Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 
happens next.”  

Adaptations for DLL:   
1. Introduce the book in home, or first, language first, 2. Provide visual cues (pictures, prop, etc.), 3. Translate key vocabulary 
in children’s home language and make connections between home, or first, language throughout the story whenever possible. 
4. Refer to page 3 for DLL planning information 
 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1 Little Gorilla  

Gorilla – an   
animal  

that looks   
like a big    

monkey 
 

Here little gorilla (point) is surrounded 
by leaves(point).  This must be where 
little gorilla lives. He looks happy! 

Guiding questions to consider: 

 What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 

 What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

3 Father   
Look at little gorilla’s dad. He’s going to 
give him a kiss. I think his mom and dad 
must really love him. 

4,5 
Grandma, Grandpa, 

uncles, aunts 
 Special – important 

I think I know why little gorilla is so 
happy!  It’s because his family (point) 
loves him so much. His dad gave him a 
kiss and here, his grandpa is picking him 
up. He must be very special, very 
important, to them.  

7 
Green parrot, Red 

monkey 
 

Parrot – a talking 
bird 

All the other animals in the jungle love 
little gorilla. He has a lot of friends! 

10, 11 Giraffe Tall  Assist – to help 

Look! little gorilla needs help and the 
tall giraffe can assist him; he can help 
him get down from the tree. Little 
gorilla is lucky to have such nice friends. 
He is special to his friends; he is 
important to them. 

16 Old hippo   

Everyone loves little gorilla and they all 
help take care of him. Gorilla has many 
friends and family that love him. This 
makes him feel special, important. 

20,21  
Grow (use hands to 

show something 
getting bigger) 

 

Look at little gorilla; he is growing!  The 
other animals look worried. (point) 
Little gorilla must be getting BIG!  Let’s 
keep reading to find out what will 
happen. 

22, 23 Little Gorilla Big  
Enormous – really 

big 

WOW! Look, little gorilla is not little 
anymore. He’s enormous, he is really 
big! He did a lot of growing to get this 
big 

26, 27 
Little Gorilla, birthday 

cake 
  

Today is little gorilla’s birthday! That’s 
why all his friends came to see him 
because he is special; he is important to 
them. They even have birthday cake! 
Yummy (rub tummy)! 

28 Little Gorilla   

Even though little gorilla is big now, his 
friends and family still love him very 
much! I bet that little gorilla feels so 
special, so important to have such a 
loving family and friends around him 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about Little Gorilla. Let’s look back and 
see all of his friends and family.  

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

Suggested Pages 
for Summarizing 

 
Pg.1 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Gorilla – an animal 

like a monkey 



 

   
 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be “Why did Giraffe have to 
help Little Gorilla?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Pg.4 
Pg.7 
Pg. 10 
Pg.22 

2. Special – very 
important 

3. Parrot – a talking bird 
4. Assist – to help 
5. Enormous – very big 
 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

• Read the book with DLLs in their home language. If you don’t speak the home language(s), who will you ask to 
read the book with children in their home language(s)? A family member? A community volunteers? Other staff? 
_______________________________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s home language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages?  Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish: 

1. Gorilla - Gorila 
2. Special - Especial (eh-speh-C-all) 
3. Assist - Ayudar (ah-U-dar) 
4. Enormous - Enorme (eh-norm-ay) 
5. Parrot – Loro (lore-oh) 

 
• What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book:   

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


