
Response to Intervention Course Syllabus

The International Dyslexia Association’s (IDA) Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers of Reading 
Coursework is aligned with IDA’s Knowledge and Practice Standards (KPS) for Teachers of Reading. The 
KPS outline the knowledge and skill that all teachers of reading should possess. Standard 1 addresses 
foundational concepts, derived from interdisciplinary research, about reading development and reading 
difficulties. Standard 2 covers knowledge of diverse reading profiles, including dyslexia. Standard 3 pertains 
to knowledge of assessment. Standard 4 addresses Structured LiteracyTM teaching, offering detailed 
guidance with regard to the nature of effective instruction in each major domain (phonological sensitivity 
and phoneme awareness; phonics and word recognition; reading fluency; vocabulary; listening and reading 
comprehension; and written expression). Standard 4 also offers guidance regarding expectations for teachers 
engaged in field work or practicum (e.g., in interpretation of assessments, planning differentiated instruction, 
lesson design, corrective feedback, and so forth). Standard 5 delineates ethical standards for the profession. A 
copy of the KPS can be found here: https://app.box.com/s/21gdk2k1p3bnagdfz1xy0v98j5ytl1wk.  

Course Instructor
	o Cox Campus, written by Makini Coleman and facilitated by Payton Anderson
	o info@coxcampus.org 

Course Description
	o Developed with expert contributor, Dr. Laura Justice of The Ohio State University. Through 
this course, site-based school leaders learn about the importance of implementing the Response 
to Intervention (RTI) model in their school. First, leaders learn about the five core tenants of RTI. 
Next, they listen to different school stakeholders describe their experiences with RTI. Finally, school 
leaders get several tips on how to successfully implement RTI.

Course Calendar 
	o This course is 100% online and asynchronous. Simply register for your FREE Cox Campus account, 
select the course, and begin. This delivery style allows you to complete the course at the time and 
pace that works best for your schedule.

Required Assignments
	o In Course Knowledge Checks – these will cover content delivered via the on-screen facilitator and 
through accountable readings and are made up of several question types, including: 

	o Multiple Choice
	o Select All That Apply
	o True/False
	o Drag and Drop
	o Fill in the Blank

End of Course Assessment
	o At the end of this course, you will take an End of Course Assessment to gauge your knowledge of 
the material presented. You must score an 80% or above to pass the assessment and receive credit 
for the course. You will receive explicit feedback on any questions you answer incorrectly. You will 
then have the opportunity to go back and review the sections you missed questions from before 
reattempting the assessment.

https://app.box.com/s/21gdk2k1p3bnagdfz1xy0v98j5ytl1wk
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End of Course Assessment
	o Please note: this End of Course Assessment only gauges your comprehension of the topic covered 
in this specific course. In order to earn IDA Program Completion, you will need to complete all Cox 
Campus Structured Literacy coursework, including passing the End of Course Assessment on each, 
then pass the Exit Exam (a comprehensive final exam covering all required KPS knowledge areas 
that have been covered in the structured literacy courses).
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then have the opportunity to go back and review the sections you missed questions from before 
reattempting the assessment.

	o Please note: this End of Course Assessment only gauges your comprehension of the topic covered 
in this specific course. In order to earn IDA Program Completion, you will need to complete all Cox 
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Accountable Reading
Throughout this course you will be presented with REQUIRED accountable reading(s). Take all the 
time you need to read and synthesize the information in each reading. You will be presented with 
knowledge checks to verify your understanding when you return to the course.

Accountable Readings for Response to Intervention:
	o Lesson 1, Step 4: Reading Interventions & Universal Screening | RTI Action Network (rtinetwork.
org)

	o Lesson 1, Step 10: Data Based Decision Making: 10 Ways to Use RTI Data to Make Informed 
Decisions

	o Lesson 1, Step 12: Example Assessment Plan
	o Lesson 1, Step 12: Developing a Response to Intervention Plan - RTI Action Network
	o Lesson 1, Step 12: RTI Implementation Rubrics - The Colorado Department of Education
	o Lesson 1, Step 14: 5 Core Tenants of Response to Intervention
	o Lesson 2, Step 8: RTI Roles and Responsibilities for School Stakeholders
	o Lesson 3, Step 3: RTI: Intervention Instructional Walkthrough
	o Lesson 3, Step 3 and 4: RTI Reflection Questions
	o Lesson 3, Step 7: Problem Solving Steps
	o Lesson 3, Step 9: Considerations when Selecting a Reading Program | Reading Rockets

Research References:
The development of this course and its associated instructional materials is rooted in research 
surrounding structured literacy. A list of references is included below:

Books 
	o Spear-Swerling, L. (2015) The power of RTI and reading profiles: A blueprint for solving reading 
problems. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brooks Publishing Co. 

	o Hall, S. (2018) 10 Success Factors for Literacy Intervention – Getting Results with MTSS in 
Elementary Schools. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
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Articles
	o Solari, E., Hall, C., & McGinty, A. (2021) Brick by brick: A series of landmark studies pointing to the 
importance of early reading intervention. The Reading League, 2(1), 18 -21. 

	o Dickman, G.E. (2006). RTI and Reading: Response to Intervention in a Nutshell. Perspectives on 
Language and Literacy, Special Conference Edition. International Dyslexia Association: Baltimore, 
MD. 

	o Hurlbut, A. R., & Tunks, J. (2016). Elementary Preservice Teachers’ Experiences with Response 
to Intervention. Teacher Education Quarterly, 43(3), 25–48. http://www.jstor.org/stable/
teaceducquar.43.3.25 

	o Marshall, K. (2018). In praise of assessment (done right). The Phi Delta Kappan, 99(6), 54–59. http://
www.jstor.org/stable/44653423 

Other: (Reports, Websites, Webinars, Etc.) 
	o Gersten, R., Compton, D., Connor, C.M., Dimino, J., Santoro, L., Linan-Thompson, S., and Tilly, 
W.D. (2008). Assisting students struggling with reading: Response to Intervention and multi-tier 
intervention for reading in the primary grades. A practice guide. (NCEE 2009-4045). Washington, 
DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of Education 
Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved from http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/publications/
practiceguides/ 

	o Reading Rockets (https://www.readingrockets.org/) 
	o RTI Action Network (http://www.rtinetwork.org/) 
	o Center on Multi-Tiered Systems of Supports at the American Institutes of Research (https://
mtss4success.org/) 

	o Reading League Response to Intervention Webinar (March 2017): https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Jab53WCD78A&t=613s 
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Articles
	o Silverman, Rebecca, and Jennifer DiBara Crandell. “Vocabulary Practices in Prekindergarten and 
Kindergarten Classrooms.” Reading Research Quarterly, vol. 45, no. 3, [Wiley, International Reading 
Association], 2010, pp. 318–40, http://www.jstor.org/stable/27822890

	o Wasik, B. A., & Iannone-Campbell, C. (2012). DEVELOPING VOCABULARY THROUGH 
PURPOSEFUL, STRATEGIC CONVERSATIONS. The Reading Teacher, 66(4), 321–332. http://www.
jstor.org/stable/23321314

Other: (Reports, Websites, Webinars, Etc.) 
	o Academic Words (https://www.academicwords.info)
	o International Dyslexia Association (https://mydigitalpublication.com/
publication/?i=269375&article_id=2244530&view=articleBrowser&ver=html5) 

	o Reading Rockets (https://www.readingrockets.org/article/classroom-vocabulary-assessment-
content-areas) 

	o Reading Rockets (https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach)
	o Reading Rockets (https://www.readingrockets.org/article/teaching-vocabulary)
	o Victoria University of Wellington (https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist)
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